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CHAPTER I. 

On the subsequent .day, immediately after 

the return of the &,mily from attendance 

\^ at divine service. Lord Flowerdew led 

4. as many of his male, inmates as were in- 

\\ clined to pedestrian exercise, to view a 

purchase of* a cottage he had recently 

"^ made in the immediate neigbourhood of 

V his own villa; and as they were proceed- 
w ing to it, they were most unexpectedly 
jj» joined by Miss Delvely, who exclaimed: 
•^ *^ You are going to your delectable 

V cottage omf, Lord Flowerdew. Compas-. 
J siooate me, and allow of my accompanying 

you ; since it is my established rule to 
• walk, except in the event of rain, im- 

rOL. IV. B 
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mediately after I return from church, as 
I find it the best method of thoroughly 
awaking." 

Lord Flowerdew, after politely acceding 
to this request, inquired " were her fa- 
culties so entranced by her devotion as 
to require arousing?" 

" Dear, no/' she replied, " but morning 
service is so unreasonably long, it is utter- 
ly impossible to remain animate through 
it. I used to pronounce Mrs. Veneer 
really little less than a barbarian, to give 
us Italian exercises a yard long to make ; 
a speech in a German play to get off; 
or an extract from Voltaire, or a Spanish 
tale, to translate into not less than four 
differefit languages, if she detected say 
of us in the fact of napping at church ; 
which was inevitable, when the pi^pit 
orator was neither cUd enough, nor ugly 
enough to quiz ; or the sermon too in- 
sipidly unexceptionable to criticise. But, 
a^propos of soporificks ;" and now, drawing 
off to join Lord Bayswater in the path 
he had taken, lowering her voice, par- 
ticularly addressed him. 



"Pray how do^s your lordship contrive 
to get on at your lourd abode ? Conceive 
our ^diagriii^ after hazarding our precioujf 
lives across tile eomtnoa in search of viv(u 
cHd de Pespritj to find such an asseipblage 
of scipidezza, — aH dohrosoj except yoyfi; 
lordship, and indeed, that rather pret|ty 
Lady Milli, or Filli, or Silliora; an4 that 
novel enthusiast, whOy per vita miaf I ex* 
pect will fly off some day fpr Dover C^stlf , 
make her /aig'em^!^ in some of the sub« 
terraneous excavations, and order His 
Majesty's forces to march off without 
bj^at of drum, as unlawfUl usurpers q£ 
that exalted edifice her patrimoine.^ 
' ^ Not impossible," replied his lordship, 
** if she can win you for h^ auxiliary. 
Mary Lormin loves to znaKe sport withal ; 
and can sometimed, by h^ lively manage*- 
ment, bring hidden things to light ; can 
draw from the secret springs of knowledge 
its concealed lore ; as now she has brought 
foi^th your intimate acquaintance with a 
heroine of celebrity. Miss Delvdy. 

** Cke bel mo4o di ptocedere! to con- 
descend to quiz !" exclaiiqed I^iss Delvely, 

3 2 
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Ibbkihg not a little confused. ** But really 
now, that was too bad to run off sudi 
a torrent of enthusiasm, if it was not t;raL 
Why, her raptures came pouring down 
like melting lava from Mount Vesuvius, 
desolating my poor capacite, and lo! re- 
duced me to the necessity of retiring 
behind that structure of calcinaccioy Mrs. 
Racket was pleased to raise at random 
for my poor brains ; where nothing but 
the truest blossoms from the classic soil 
used to sprout, or were genial to it ; and 
from the same lady's quotations from her 
favourite heroine am I indebted for any 

knowledge upon the subject." 
' ' * " .... 
This infectious burst of absurdity ted 

his lordship at once into the regions of 

bombast ; and he flourished off into a strain 

of complimentary rhetoric, the tropes and 

figures of which elicited a further display 

of her surpassing attainments ; which . at 

length led her prancing on her vanity's 

hobby to the point where the rambles 

of vanity often lead — to the gates of 

envy; where entering, she commenced- an 

amiably soft wail, fOr " the pitiable ne* 
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MJence.of that Mis$-- Somebody — that 
mild looking nitiny, wl)o had learned ^no- 
thing, aAd knew nothing*'" 

Lord Bayawater affecting not to com- 
prehend whom she could mean, she replied, 

'^ The girl your lordship sat by ; and 
Viho told me herself she never went to 
school I — never had a governess ! ! " 
' t ", What say you to a preceptor ?'' 
• . Miss I>elvely now uttered a cry of al- 
most anguished amazement ; but quickly 
renovating, ber composure^ said in a self- 
eonsolatory sort of tone^-^ 
' " Then I suppose, my lord, she may 
possibly be a good arithmetician, and a 
mathematician, and a geometrician, and 
a logician, and a rhetoricijan, and a — ^a— 
a — but she caronot know any thing of 
modern accomplishments j since no one 
person under the sun could teach them 

all." 

* 

" Why, I should suppose, as easily as 
any one person under the sua could learn 
them all. However, one acquirement— 
or rather I should call it, an intuitive 
eharm-rMisi Frederick is possessed of— 
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that of modestly bearing ber own mental 
treasured without disjdiy/* 

** Mental treasures !" Miss Delvely ex^ 
claimed, in a tone of dismay ; ^^ dear 
me, I wish I had my note again } for do 
you know, my lord, — ^believing her to 
be an insipid ignorant Irish Miss, I 
dispatched as stupid a composition as I 
could with infinite labour fabricate, as 
suited to meet the capacity of an un- 
accomplished unfortunate^-HQot wishing 
to awe or dazzle her by any apparent 
superiority j and now^ as she is a Madame 
Dacier, or de Stael, she will hold me mor^ 
tifyingly cheap.*' 

** It was an untoward circumstance cer* 
tainly,". said Lord Bayswater, affecting 
seriousness; ** but although so learned 
herself, she possesses such b^evolence 
of heart, she makes every charitable . aU 
lowance for those who are not so men* 
tally gifted.'^ 

But the sareaistic propensity of Lpnd • 
Bayswater here discharged an arro^ir of 
tsiotxifyitig insiliuation, the young iad/a 
vanity could not sustain withdtat w^bkin^ $ 
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m^ falaochiog to the: Uly's hue, she de- 
dared, ^^ she had walked far enough Sot 
her purpose of renovating her £iculkies, 
after the soporific of church administra- 
tion ;'' and being arrived at a door which 
led into her uncle's grounds, she bid Lord 
Flowerdew and party adieu, and scsmper* 
ed IB half breathless speed and agony 
home, in the foiiorn hope of her note not 
having yet been sent, to commit her in 
the estimation of the learned woman she 
had inadvertently addressed. 

At length, after viewing the cottage, 
diis party of male pedestrians were pacing 
their way homeward, when, finding the sun, 
in his approach to the zenith of his pow^r, 
oppressively annoying, Lord Flowerdew 
led them for shelter from its subduing 
influence through an adjoining copse; and 
as they were comfortably enjoying its 
shade, and laughing as they sauntered 
at the panic into which Lord Bayswater^a 
SQischievous representations of Miss Fre- 
derick's attainments had thrown the ac- 
complished flom, their mirth was sud- 
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deuly arrested by. a isoufiid of convulsive 
sobs of violent grief, issuing from a thicket 
they just were passing* Instantly all 
Ibllowihg the resistliass attraction of the 
sound, penetrated to the spot from whence 
it; proceeded; where they beheld a young 
woman, cleanly but meanly attired, in the 
style of dress which proclaimed her an 
Hibernian, with an infant asleep in her 
arms, and seated on the stump of a tree, 
weeping as if her h^art was bursting. . 

The extreme beauty of the in&nt» wxtb 
t^e de^ affliction of the mother — ^whose 
pretensions to personal attraction were 
all blighted by her heart rending sorrows 
— instantly awakened the commiseration 
of all ; and in a tone of kindness Lord 
Flowerdew inquired, " could any thing 
be done for the mitigation of her dis- 
tress-?" • ■. • ' ■ 

"Oh! no, no, no, your honour!" she 
with difficulty articulated, as she raised 
a pair of large and lately brilliant eyes, 
now dimmed by sorrow's bitter tears. 
*^ You. cannot raise the dead! . There is 
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no comfort &r the widow, but in the hope 
that pitying Heaven will sdon take me 
to join my husband." 

" But fojr the sake of your helpless child, 
you must strive to bear your sorrows/* said 
Lqrd Rowerdew, kindly. 

The young woman, looked on her babe 
with the gaze of anguished affection, press- 
ed it to her bosom with a convulsive grasp, 
and burst into a new agony of tears. 

*' May I ask, without increasing your 
distress," said Lord Elowerdew, ** whence 
you came, whither you ar^ going, and if I 
can; be of service in affording you' the 
xneans of procuring comforts for yourself 
and child?'' 

. *' The blessing of Heaven be ever upon 
you, and all belonging to you !" convul- 
sively sobbed out the weeping sufferer. 
V But I want no relief such as your ho- 
nour's: goodness would bestow upon me; 
I ;an^ qome from the War Office^ at least, 
yesterday I did,— but until I was able to 
shed a tear, a little bit ago, my head I 
believe was gone; for the news I received 
first struck my heart cold, and then njy 

B 5 
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bead seemed stunned; and I remember 
Aottiing that befel me since, but my wish* 
ing to get back to my own country as fast^ 
as I could, to give my child to my mo- 
ther's care, ere my heart burst quite ; but 
somehow I have wandered, I find upofn 

. inquiry, out of the right road to Ireland ; 
and, what is worse, hiave lost my bundle 
too ; and missing that, recalled me to the 
power of shedding tears,— for that was 
a cruel loss, as in M; were all the liters he 
ever wrote to me since we parted, e:^cept 
the last — ^but the last I always kept next 
my heart, untii I got anotiier from him ; 
so, thanks to the Almighty, one i$ iq^ared 
to me." 

" Poor young creature t** excliumied Ma- 
jor Arundel ; ^^ your husband was^ I oon-^ 
dude, a soldter/' 

•* Oh ! yes, yes, yes ; and more ^ief 
to me! was he, ywr honour; and you, 
nor no man ever seen a bmver nor be. If 
he had died for any use to his countiy^ 

' ihe blow, I think) would not have fallen 
fio cruelly :— but, he was slain at Bay- 
^nne." 
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'' Alas!" said Majtfr Arandd. '< Bat 
are you sure he fell ? May he not have 
been wounded, and a prisoner ; and in the 
subsequent hurry and confusion on being 
missing, reported slain.*' 

The young mourner caugkt his hand 
with the convulsive grasp of almost maniac 
hope J then suddenly let it drop, as de- 
spon'dingly she said — 

*VAh! no, your honour, there is no 
hope for me, since, had Corney been 
living, he would have contrived to let me 
know it was not dead he was ; and 4iure 
the gentleman at the office read it out 
of a book for me, that he was killed in 
action." 

^ But how came you to obtain this in- 
telKgerice so Iat« ?" demanded Sir Simoit 
Towtthurst. ^ Were you not very dilatory 
in your inquiries ?•' 

^ I inquired as soon as ever I could, 
your honour, for I only finished ray walk 
up from Liverpool yesterday ; and it was 
not the instant moment I heard the cruel 
news from Bayonne, that I would be set* 
ting out from the county of ■ ■■ , bekease. 
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yodx honour, I .had Ho wait in the dearly 
cherished h6pe of a letter coming from 
Corney j but my hope was blasted : and 
not being able to endure, the agony of 
suspense longer, my poor mother sold her 
C0W9 and all she could turn into money, 
for me to set out to London ; for I would 
not trust my inquiries for Corney to . any 
one but myself; for feard, not being anx- 
ious like a wife, they might be lukewarm 
about him ; so I did make the inquiry, 
and — and — and — C!orney was laid low." 
And now, unable to articulate more, she 
grasped her smiling infant to her bosom, 
and wept in. agony. 

" But poor unfortunate!" said Lord 
Bays water, compassionately^ " you cannot 
surely mean to commence your return to 
your native country, ere you have re- 
covered the first shock of your grief, and 
the fatigue of your astonishing upder- 

taking?" ' - 

^ Oh ! your honour, but I fiust j^ for 
long, I know, my heart cannot hold lo? 
gether ; and whq then will take my boy 
to my mother ?" 
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* " I will take 6are to have yoiir child, 

and yourself too, I trust, safely conveyed 

' to your home," exolaimed Lords Flower- 

dew and Bays water and Major Arundel 

together. 

The afflicted woman's gratitude now 
seemed about to subjugate her intellect; 
aftd was so affectingly expressed, it pene- 
trated to the heart of all her auditors, save 
Lord William, on whom an idea had fasten- 
ed worthy of his pursuits, the moment he 
learned how far affection bad led her to 
walk, and who now eagerly said-— 
' "I'll undertake her walk back to Liver- 
pool shall be one of such emolument and 
comfort to her, that it shall teach her to 
forget her recent loss, in the acquireineQt 
of a handful of the needful to* take fteic 
home, and purchase another husband. She 
shall perform it for a wager in h givten 
time 'y and we men of the turf will. ^ 

tend her, and while makiqg our beta, . pto^ 
cure—" ....•.•[ • .. • r 

" You unfeeling monster !" Lord Flow-: 
erdew exclaimed, in stem displea&iure ^ 
*' how I blush at your power of cjaim- 
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ing kindred with me ! and know not which 
to despise, you or your unworthy pursuits^ 
the most heartily : but let me not hear 
the cause of humanity again insulted by 
such savage propositions." Then turning 
kindly to the poor disconsolate, his lord- 
9hip said — 

" You are not, I trust, too much fa- 
tigued to extend your walk to my house, 
where you must rest until I find you equal 
to returning home by a more comfortable 
mode, than the one you have projected 
for yourself." 

** And during that time of rest, it shall 
be my care to make the stric^test inquiries 
«t the War Office, if the statement you 
deceived was correct," said Major Arun<^ 
del. 

The gratitude of the poor mourner 
subdued for many moments her power 
of' risitig to attend the benevolent Lord 
Fiofveirdew to the temporary asylum he 
had offered her ; but when at length her 
ausoeptible feelings permitted her to i^eak, 
as she commenced her walk, she informed 
hh lordship, *< fihe shotdd not have oc 

J 
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easion to trespass on: bis bounty .tbfr the 
expense of her journey home, as she had- 
not dpent quite half the sum she bad com- 
menced her journey with ; and that if she 
liv^ to reach the coxmty of ■ ■■, she 
i^ould there experience no want'' 

** Since you reside in the county of— *— ^ 
perhaps you know Lady Derville," said 
Major AruftdeL 

*^ That I do, yonr honour, and more 
grief to me for that siune !" she replied ; 
" for poor Corney's icurrum was on my 
lord's land ) and my lady, being all one as 
am absentee, never se^g after the affidcs 
herself, leavhig all to ber agent, who 
griiids the poor tenants down like rags for 
paper ; and he It was, that drora poor 
Comey to go for a soldier $ and I, froor 
being too near my time, ochone! codLd 
not go wil^ him, when lie embalmed fiir 
Holland/' 

** But why did you not make known 
to Ijady Derville the reprehensible C0n« 
duct of ber agent?*' aaJked Lord BayjH 
water. 
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' " Oh ! your honour, the plaints of the 
poor have no voice to be heard against 
the powerful ; although Heaven sent us 
an angel of pity and kindness, who, saved 
many a heart from bursting, by the balms 
her compassion poured, into them ; and. 
who represented our case, many a time, to 
my .lady; and had sometimes such in** 
fluence, that she saved our cattle from 
being drove, and many evils ; and though 
she was unsuccessful for us at the lasty 
she never forsook me. She stood godmother 
to this, now poor orphan boy, who never^ 
hapless wretch I beheld his father ; and to 
her I look for consolation, should I ever 
see my home.'* 

I /f^Lady .Meliora Moflsoii, X conclude 
you mean. as this angel of benevolence?" 
i^aid Major Arundel, alive to the remem- 
hrinbe of how like an angel she had look- 
ed, in the last moment he had gazed upon 

her. ; 

^ " Lady Meliora Monspn," replied the 
poor disconsolate, " is nothing to me, nor 
to any in misfortune. No, your honour. 
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it ii^ of ?oae >tiss Frederick I qpeak— of» 
who is pQor in fortune, but rich in the 
t^lessings of those she has befriended.*' ' 
' •* This woman is an impostor!" ex* 
daimed Lord William, enraged at her 
detracting from the merit of Lady Me* 
Hora; and, still more so, for causing the 
utem rebuke of his uncle. " How could 
jshe be a tenant of Lord DeMUe's, aad 
talk of Mb« Frederick's consoling . her. on 
jiex* immediate return to Ireland ?" 

The same idea af a contradictory state* 
ment had struck the other gentlemen, but 
without any suspicion of imposture, sin^e 
that, friHti the genuine aspect of her afflic- 
tion, they considered an impossibility ; but» 
to have the matter satisfactorily explained^ 
Lord Flcfwerdew mildly inquired — Since 

she had left the county of so recently, 

how she came not to know Miss Frederick 
livas not there to. console her on her re^ 
turn. 

The astonishment of the young. woiHan 
at what his. lordship's speech in^iplied, of 
his knowing Miss Frederick, with her 
shame aud sorrow for having spoken -^o 
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unguardecHy of Lady Meliora to those 
who she saw were no strangers to het 
ladyship, threw such an i^pearance of em^^ 
barrassment into her aspect, that^ for a 
moment, excited sui^icions to her disad- 
vantage. But soon she recovered her self-- 
possession sufficiently to impart her further 
misfortune-—^' of hating had her dwelling 
set on fire by those disaffected to govern- 
ment, in consequence of her husband not 
joining in the seditious parties he had 
been strongly urged to- unite with, but 
evincing his loyalty by enlisting for a sol- 
dier ; and that all she possessed being thus 
cruelly consumed in' a very short time 
after her confinement, she bad been re- 
moved by the humanity of Lord Montal- 
bert,-— who had promised her a farrum for 
Comey when he returned— -to a temporary 
asylum, near thirty miles from Ravens* 
wood, out of the way of those her husband 
bad offended by his principles ; and, by 
that means, she had known nothing of 
what had occurred at Ravenswood for 
many months.^^ 
•< WeUl^'' cried Lord William^ « we 
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^11 'shor&f ascertain if all this is fact, fixr^ 
in tbe smack of a whip, you will—*— ** 

** Probably see some person from your 
own county," said I-iord Flowerdew, in* 
tierrupttng him ; in anxiety that the poof 
woman's evident susceptibility might not 
be so much overpowered by surprise, as to 
snbdue her faculty of walking. 

^* Ahr* she exclaimed, " could k ifl 
possibility be my dear Miss Rosa, I wottld 
then dare not how toon my heart went 
asunder." 

in a few moments after this last reply, 
they entered the paddock in which Ldtd 
Flowerdew's villa stood; and on the lawn 
before the house, and under the luxuriant 
shade, of some flourishing acacias, were 
seated Lady Ilowerdew and the remainder 
of her party, except our heroine, who had 
been drawn away by Lord Belford to visit 
his pony; and now, with augmented 
speed, our pedestrians hastened to join 
the group— Lord William, all anitiety to 
have the impostor detected who had daired 
to calumniate the benevolence of the beau» 
tiftil MeHora, whose deforming afectation 
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Jiad .not les^en^d ijaaterially. his admira^ 
tion ; for, as long as he- considered a 
woman superlative in beauty, he cared 
little bow absurd her manpers might be ; 
nor would any. defect in moral conduct 
haye impeded the excess of that admira* 
tion, or given him one uneasy pang, had 
he not had. in contefnplation an union 
with her ; and, in that event, his honour, 
his happiness, and, above all, his ^cldtf 
plight be afiSscted by the absence of do* 
mestic virtue. 

Major Arundel sincerely hoped to find 
the poor soldier's widow had been deceived 
in the opinion she had formed of Lady 
iMeliora's benevolence } for, akhough the 
effect of her beauty upon his fancy had 
been considerably weakened by the disfir 
guring aspect of her affectation, and that ^ 
thousand, and a thousand times since the 
preceding evening, he had wished that 
Rosa could exchange forms with Lady 
Meliora, or Lady Meliora manners with 
our heroine; he had not been prepared 
to throw mind also into the exchange for 
iLady Melipra's improvement: and now, 
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the apprehension of her ladyship having 
more serious defects, than even excess of 
vanity, to dim the lustre of her charms, in- 
flicted upon him a degree of pain alarming 
to himself. 

The feelings o£ Lord Bayswater upon 
4:he occasion deviated from both : since he 
entertained not even the shadow of a doubt 
of all he had heard being true — that Ro- 
sabella was all perfection : nor was he 
a moment longer in uncertainty of he 
faiiii^elf being seriously in love ; or that, 
in dispiite of the dire belief— of the bar of 
illegitimacy, would- this perfect work of 
nature listen to his suit, the portionless 
Rosabella should be Countess of Bays-» 
water. 
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CHAPTER IL 

" 1 HAVE brought you, Cecilia,** said 
Lord Flowerdew, as he approached his 
wife, ** a poor, aflBicted child of misfor* 
tune, for that balm of comfort for her 
wounds, which your benevolence so aptly 
and kindly leads you ever to supply." 

Lady Flowerdew, with an aspect of that 
benevolence, which he who knew her best 
knew was inherently her bosom's inmate, 
now inquired the nature of the affliction, 
which had set tlie stamp of its reality 
upon the wanderer's appearance. Whilst 
she did so. Lord William's observation of 
no mark of recognition being evinced be- 
tween the young woman and Lady Me- 
liora, led him, in mental exultation, to 
pronounce his own sagacity in detecting a 
defaming impostoi^; and, scarcely had 
Lord Flowerdew Completed a succinct 
sCccount of the poor woman's calamity^ 
when Lord William hastily exclaimed — 



*^ But y4)U know this person, I^y Me- 
liora Monson^ as her family are tenants 
of your bri^her's.*' 

The proinpt negative of her ladyship^ 
^jvith the poor soman's flush of regret and 
^hame for having so inadvertently spoken 
her aentiment of Lady Melrora, awakened 
a belief^ that, although dbe assuredly was 
in genuine afilfction for her husband, she 
had not given an authentic history of her« 
self. 

In tliis moment, when doubt suspended 
the activity of Lord and Lady Flowerdew's 
purposes of benevolence. Lord Belford 
and Rosabella made their appearance 
upon the lawn; and, the moment the 
stranger caught a full view of her, she 
uttered a cry of joyful surprise, and 
achieving her efibrt of rushing to her, as 
she faintly articulated her name, fell at 
her feet, subdued, at the same moment, 
by joy and grief into a death-resembling 
swoon. 

Rosabella's recognising exclamation of 
" Nancy Mahon !*' was promptly succeeded 
by the exertions of her humanity. Lord 
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Bayswater had providentially snatched the 
infant from its mother's arms as she com* 
menced her almost frantic rush towards 
pur heroine, and thus saved him from the 
danger that else awaited him from, his 
mother's fail. 

Never, perhaps, had Rosabella appeared 
to greater advantage than at the moment 
when all the party were circling round 
her to afford relief to the swooning wo* 
man, for she had promptly sunk on the 
grass, and drawn the now inanimate Nan- 
cy's head upon her lap j and, whilst with- 
drawing her cloak to promote her respira- 
tion, her lovely countenance portrayed the 
most interesting anxiety. 

" You know this woman, and she is no 
impostor," exclaimed Lord William, in a 
tone of chagrin. 

** Yes, poor thing, I know her well; 
and know her incapable of imposture, my 
lord," Rosa replied: ** and seeing her 
here in such a state alarms me with ap- 
prehension for the fate of her excellent 
husband ; and, should my fears be just^ 
her heart ^vill surely break, for her suscep- 
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tibility is extreme^ and their attachment 
was indeed a strong one." 

Lord Flowerdew now confessed to Rosa,' 
that her anticipating alarm was but too 
prophetic; and, at this 'intelligence, the 
sympathy and affecting kindness of our 
heroine but increased admiration's influ- 
ence upon those who were attentively ob- 
serving her, as they lent their aid for the 
recovery of poor Nancy ; who, at length, 
through the humane exertions of all sur* 
rounding her, evinced symptoms of reani- 
mation ; and, when their kind endeavours 
eflfected the restoration of her faculties, 
and tears came in torrents to relieve the 
oppressive burden on her heart, Rosa- 
bella raised her drooping head to her 
bosOi^, as she spoke the soothings of 
gentle, {»tying kindness^ 

** Ah! Miss Rosa/* sobbed out the 
heart-rived Nancy j ** it was thus, on 
your tender, pitymg bosom, my first babe 
breathed its last innocent sigh ; but Corney, 

Miss, my Corney, breathed his last 

on the cold and blood-stained earth! — 
Oh ! Miss Rosa, had I been but with him 

VOL. IV. c 
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to comfort his last moments with the 
tender offices of one \dio cared for him — 
but to know, without a tear shed over 
him he died, has broken quite my heart. 
Miss Rosa dear.'' 

Rosa endeavoured to speak some words 
of consolation to her, but they died on 
her lips : yet the augmenting tears of sym- 
pathy, that betrayed how much she felt 
for her, were, perhaps, more welcome, and 
more endearing comfort ; and the uplifted 
eyes of the weeping mourner, gazing on 
our heroine, as the ministering angel of 
consolation, whilst causing an increase of 
admiration for the benevolent and lovely 
Rosabella, awakened astonishment not very 
flattering to her young friend, at her not 
knowing even by sight a worthy resident 
on the domain she lived on, who had 
called forth and received the humane at- 
tentions of an inmate in the very house 
which she inhabited* 

The magical influence of Rosa's soothing, 
combined with her own just idea of what 
she owed, in gratitude and f espect, to those 
who were evincing such benevolence to 
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her, soon ^ifectad ^sufficient composure in 
ihe bosom of the aiBicted Nancy, to enable 
her to comply with the kind wish of Lady 
Flowerdew to enter the house for refresh- 
ment and r^epose ; and wbidbi, slie was in* 
formed, should be her asylum, until she was 
equal to set out for Ireland. 

Lady Flowerdew and Rosa both attended 
the poor mourner to the house ; the former 
to place her in the especial care of her 
worthy housekeeper, the latter to ^ve her 
sorrows all the comfort the presence of a 
long known friend could yield her, where 
sdl others but Betty Roach were strangers 
to her ; and, after feeding her child, and 
herself taking a little tea, the only nou- 
rishmeat she could be prevailed upon to 
partake of, she was persuaded to retire to 
her pillow, to seek a temporary oblivion to 
her woe in a renovating sleep ; when our 
heroine returned to the party she had left 
upon the lawn, to inquire fVom Lord 
Flowerdew — if sudi a thing was possi- 
ble as error in the return of killed and 
wounded from Bayonne. 

«* Because," she added, ** I think there 

c 2 
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is scarcely presumptive proof, even tliroBgh 
his silence, of Corneille Mahon^s having 
fa;Uen ; as the agony of N«ncy*s solicitude 
to learn authentic intelligence of his fate, 
—that, if wounded, she might immediately 
proceed to join him, — only allowed her to 
remain at home five days after she had 
calculated upon hearing from him; and 
therefbxHB, ;my lord, may we not build some 
hope upon the possible delays-^wKere 
winds and waves, with irregular cross- 
posts, are agents in the conveyance of 
letters,— ^which may ha/ve conspired to re- 
tard a letter from Corneille on its way; 
and to which her jchange of abode may 
too probably have contributed : and even 
now a letter may be withheld in the hands 
of her mother, who, from poor Nancy 
having no particular haven to make for 
here, where aM was a new world to her, 
possessed no clew to send it after her t—- 
but, altfeough hope, through this possibi- 
lity, has awakened in my mind, I have of 
course foreborne to communicate it to poor 
Nancy, lest it might prove delusive/* 
Instantly, upon this possibility of a hope 



ftOSAB£L£AV 99 

to rest upon being presented to the hu- 
mane Lord Flowerdew^ he dispatched his 
private secretary, with a letter from him- 
self to the Adjutant-General, requesting 
to* have the returns firoxn Bayonne again 
inspected, for the information he wa& most 
atiacipus to obtaijot of the fate of Corneille 

La4y Townhurst, by ho means pleased 
at Lady Meliot^'ft assumption of tlie part 
of first beautyj wh*ere she was fo conteBt 
that pretension to pre-eminence, now re- 
q^uested to kaow, 

" Why Miss Frederick seemed so in- 
teresfed for this N*ncy Maliap» and ap- 
peared to be such an absolute idol of hers, 
whilst Lady Meliora knew nothing of her, 
since both young ladies lived itf the same 
house ?'* 

The young friends blushed, whilst tears 
were ready to flow at a question, which 
each equally shrunk from answering with 
ingenuousness ; and, whilst Lady Meliora 
felt tortured by the humiliation her own 
omissions had so unexpectedly prepared 
for her, the affectionate Rosabella's wound- 
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ed friendahip led all her active thoughts in 
a tumult of wild eagerness, to seize on 
something in the form of extenuation of 
her dear Meliora; and/ blushing still more 
deeply at her unusual adoption of subter* 
fuge for truth, she replied— 

** Commanders do not always send their 
forces, Lady Townhurst, upon the same 
march, to effect their purposes.— -We^ each 
filled the department the benevolence of 
I^ady Dcrville assigned* US.** 

The blush of pleased surprise, whicl^ 
cheered the countenance of Lady Meliora^ 
with the look of genuine gratitude she 
darted at her fnend, nS3 hot lost on Lord 
Bayswater nor Major Arundel, who, haviftg 
learned much of the true state of the case 
from the testimony of Nancy Mahon, knew 
how to appreciate this affectionate effort 
to repel suspicion ; in which, too, their 
admiratidn was taught to glow for the 
amiable modesty, which threw from herself 
to Lady Derville the sole merit of that 
benevolencie she had practised. 

And tiow, at this moment, the butler 
presented a packet to our heroine from 
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« 

Miss Delvely; and, as be intimated the 
messenger had orders to wait for an an- 
swer, Rosa request^ permission from 
Lady Flowerdew to peruse it. 

This billet of Miss Delvely's, written 
closely in a small neat hand, was extended 
through seven ffbeeta of note paper ; and, 
upon the intimatioB of the bantering Lord 
Bayswater, written with the most elabo* 
rate care, since her fortunate speed home 
had enabled her to arrest her careless 
billet, to set all her energies upon the 
rack oS inventive genius, and to arouse 
every particle of information she had ac- 
quired, to form an address, fitted to meet 
the eye of a superlatively learned woman. 

*« Oh I by the crown of genius ! and by 
every quill in the mob of literature !'' ex- 
claimed Lord Bayswater ; *^ but that ma- 
nuscript you have drawn from its enve- 
lope. Miss Frederick, I prophesy to be a 
duodecimo volume of an essay upon ac- 
complishments, about to be dedicated to 
you, and sent for your inspection." 

*^ Rather an essay upon ' nescience^* " 
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said Rosa, smiling — ^^ if td be inscribed 
to me/* 

** ni wager it to be a sentimental novels 
and that I am to be honoured with its de« 
dication," cried Mary Lorrain. 

" I pronounce it a trial of patience, and 
rejoice she did not put the cause into my 
hand,'' exclaimed the admiral. 

" Yet, you perceive, it is not a brief,** 
said Lord Flowerdew. 

*' But / pronounce, it will come be- 
fore your lordship for judgment,*' said 
Lady Flowerdew, " if I augur correctly, 
from the sort of smile that plays round the 
mouth of the favoured correspondent, as 
she reads.** 

** And, if it does not," said Major Arun- 
del, ** I will take uppn myself the respon- 
sibility of predicting, that the fair writer 
will be grieVously disappointed." 

The rest of the party now had each their 
conjecture to communicate upon the sub- 
ject of Miss Delvely*s manuscript; and, 
at length, upon perceiving the eyes of the 
smiling Rosa glancing towards the con- 
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olusion of the most welcome page of this 
profuse correspondent's billet, Lady Me- 
Uora eagerly exclaimed*— 

** Gome, Rosa, dear, take pity on the 
acute sufferings of painful curiosity, and 
proclaim the title of this volume." 

" Veneered Accomplishments:'* said 
JlQsa, smiling,. " or Acquirenients dis- 
played/' 

" Disseminate the art, without delay ,'^ 
said Lady Flowerdew j " for no doubt the 
fair writer compiled her volume for public 
inspection ; and you cannot be so unkind 
as not to aid in obtaining for her the ap« 
plause^she anticijjates/* ; 

** Why,'* replied ourberoine,." I must 
feel conviction, that in making the accom- 
plished Flora's pages public, I only meet 
her wishes.; since to.my ignorance she has 
addressed incomprehensibilities^ she doubts 
not I. must apply ^ to the better informed 
for the solution of^^^^ipx beside her pro- 
digality in German, Spam^i, Italian, and 
French q^ootations — she has bewildered me 
through five cruel pages upon classic 
ground ; from whence she whirls me into 

c 5 
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the Louvre^ to estcite my envy, by an- 
nouncing how her taste for painting and 
sculpture was there miraculously formed, 
at the early age of four years ; when her 
grandfather took her to Paris, in the last 
month of the short peace of Amietas ; and 
after confessing her passion for the Apollo 
of Belvidere, as the cause of her twice ob- 
taining a gold medal for her copies of it, 
she hies with me off into a wild soar 
through the regions of heathen mythology ; 
and just as she has prepared me for a long 
rest upon the very pinnacle of Mount Par- 
nassus, she suddenly, taking the lyre of her 
favourite Apollo in hand, precipitates me 
into a pursuit of Orpheus, through fhe 
lower regions ; and after a pathetic chord, 
struck as a dirge for the fate of Eurydice, 
she composedly seats herself iipon a dol- 
phin's back, to solicit me, in the fascinat* 
ing strains of Arion, * to favour her with' 
the names of the most celebrated of the 
Irish melodies/ ** 

** Then, by the spokes of Aurora's 
chariot wheels, and the axle-tree of bright 
Phoebus !*' exclaimed Lord William, " let 
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ns all 8wear to mount Pegasus for her 
sake ; and each, in our own way^ to have 
a kick at her/' 

** By all that is coercive in poetic justice, 
but I envy you that brilliant jet^ (fesprit^*' 
cried Lord Bayswater ; *' and I'll mount 
without delay :~but first let us find inspira- 
tion for our satiric propensities, by wading 
through the specimens of accomplishments, 
which have been so playfully epitomized 
for us."^ 

Lord Bayswater now took the volu- 
minous billet, and read it aloud, for the 
purpose of convulsing his auditors with 
nsibHity, through his comic style of giving 
to their ears the elaborate display of the* 
self satisfied Flora's acquirements. 

** This young lady," said Lord Flowej^ 
dew, the moment his brother peer arrived 
at the signature, /' ^is accomplished 
egotisty really evinces so retentive a fa-- 
eulty, ia flirting: through ^e epitomised 
literature of the juveniie libraries^ that I 
absolutely think, had she attempted' half 
a dozen solid acquirements^ ^e possibly 
might have attained a couple of them .- ' 
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- ** But, alas!'* said Rosa, " the mes- 
Benger waits for a reply j which my at- 
tainments can never accomplish. Dear 
Lady Flowerdew, what can I do ?'' 

*' Copy out a few pages of the Encyclo- 
paedia Britannica,** said the admiral ; ** and 
send them to her, as a Rowland for Her 
Oliver." 

*' No bad thought,'* responded Lord 
Flowerdew j *^ but I rather pronounce 
mine a better ; as I trust it may prove a 
quietus to the young lady's displaying 
vanity. Come, Bayswater, you, who by 
your bantering propensities this morning 
elicited this treat for Miss Frederick, must 
take the trouble off' her haiidsin answer- 
ing it: — but do it as the most inveterate 
bas bleu in existence ; and be sure to 
impress all . the dead languages in battle 
array into your lines, to combat and bear 
down her modern auxiliaries." 

** But not surely in my name. Lord 
Flowerdew,'* exclaimed the alarmed Ro- 
sabella. 

. ** Fear not. Miss Frederick,** replied 
Lord Bayswater, with impressive serious* 
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iress, *^ that I would fabricate any thing 
supposed to come from youir pen^ that 
you could feel reluctance to put your name 
to/* 

** Come, do hoi be fastidious^^ child,J' 
said Lady Meliora; " remember the good 
Lord Flowerdew hopes to effect by this 
project ; and that as you are merely a bird 
of passage, it matters little what opinions 
are formed of you.** 

•'^ Triie/' : replied our heroine; " and 
upon 'these recQllections, I will consent to 
commit myself, as this inveterate 3a^ bleu, 
to scare young ladies £:om vanity's- dis* 
plays/' 

. The. party now adjourned to Lord 
Flowerdew's library, where from the stores 
of profound clas&ic knowledge the two 
peers and Majof Arundel possessed, aided 
by Admiral Oakbury's proficiency in orien- 
tat languages,, a concise reply was fabri- 
cated for Rosa to copy ; and althougJi in* 
to it were introduced quotations, which 
bore testimony of the most profound.learn- 
ing, yet, in the composition. Lord Bays- 
water forgot his passion for ^* making 
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Sport withal," in the more powerful one 
he bad conceived for Rosa; and awake 
only to the recollections that it was for 
her he wrote, he formed it into the elegant 
reply of a refined as Well as favourite vo- 
tary of literary acquirements*. 

This Babylonian composition,^ of various' 
languages, in which the aid of Miss. Del vely 
was requested upon the etymolc^y of a Sy- 
riac word, and the definition of a Hebrew 
€ne, was quickly dispatched to the impa^ 
tient Flora } — and so far accom{dished Lord 
Flowerdew's hoped-for eflSect, it sent her to» 
her chamber, to conceal hertears of mortifi- 
cation, and promptly consigned her to her 
pillow with the aching head and heart of 
wounded vanity ; where she judiciously form- 
ed the determination never again so heed^ 
lessly to commit herself ^ and to keep her 
own attainments to herself, until quite 
assured where they. could blaze forth with- 
out apprehension of finding such humi- 
liating superiority^ 

Unfortunate for the projects of Lady 
Meliora of captivating Major Arundel, and- 
drawing the admiration of Lord Bayswater 
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to herselfj^proved the arrival of Nancy 
Mahon at Lord Blowerdew's; for the 
latter, it had hurried on from temperate 
admiration to the most enthusiastic pas- 
sion} and on the former, vrhilst the in* 
^uence of lier afl^tations was operating in 
coutfteraction to the magic of her beauty^ 
the information so accidentally conveyed, 
of her apathy to the distresses of her fellow 
bieing», awakened a potenft power against 
her, «lmi>st too formidable for overthrow*^ 
This unexpected intimation of a de- 
fect in the moral excellence of Lady 
Meliora, filled his bosom with a degree of 
inquietude, that told him uneq[uivocally^ 
how near a precipice he had unwarily per* 
mitted fancy to lead him. But at lengthy 
with a fervent wish that the heart of the 
mentally perfect Rosa might be found, by 
closer observation, still in her own power 
to bestow. Major Arundel descended to 
the drawing room frotA his dinner toilet ; 
and in full conviction, that since Lady 
Meliora's enchanting beauty, so clouded, 
could no longer impede the influence <^ 
his judgment, if he determinately set about 
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the effort, he should accede te bis uncle 
Oakbury's earnest wish, in becoming the 
seriousj unalienable captive. of Miss Fre- 
.derick.. 

, But this arrangement/or ar prompt tran^ 
jffer of an undivided heart seemed threat- 
^ened with much impeding influence, by 
the dazzjing charms of Lady Meliora's 
aspect, on this day most becomingly 
attired, and now rapidly advancing in 
.the recovery of her brilliancy of bloom 
and animation ; yet the fascination* of 
our heroine's sympathy for Nancy Mahon^ 
'.with the eqlpgium passed in the simple 
eloquence of that ; young woman's gratis 
tude^ were eagjerly pressed upon his me- 
mory by his watchful judgment,, and sent 
.bim .to seek a seat by^ Rosabella, to whom 
he now determined to speak at once of 
Mr. Monspn— the individual whom his ap. 
prehension pointed out as a probable rival 
^•— and from his obsenrations, as he made 
him their theme^ to discover* if his wishes 
relative to> her were doomed to meet a 
disappointment* 
In compliance with his determination, 
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Major Arundel asked our heroine, if she 
could possibly inform him of the cause of 
Mr. Monson's late apparent wish to shun 
him. 

The astonishment of Rosabella occa« 
sioned so bright a sufiusion upon her 
cheeks, that Major Arundel entertained 
but little doubt of the suspicions he had 
formed K)f attachment between her and 
Charles Monson* 

But although Rosa's surprise had awak- 
ened this blush, and caused a momentary 
suspension to her reply, she soon rallied 
her faculties, to express the astonishment 
this question had excited. 

" Do not feel offended or hurt at his 
avoidance of you/' she added, after a 
pause J *^ for, believe me,, his wish for your 
friendship is not diininished, although — ^ 
and here Rosa abruptly broke off her in- 
tended sentence, oh the sudden recoUec- 
tion of the impropriety of giving utterance 
to any thing to awaken suspicion of Charles 
having cause for shunning any of his 
friends ; and after a moment of anxiety, 
for means to extricate herself from this 
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embarrassment, she rather hesitatingly con* 
tinned — • 

" Although I very well know his 
opinion of you is unchanged, it is wholly 
impossible for me to undertake accounting 
for the caprices of young gentlemen^ — any. 
more than of young ladies." 

It was now clear to the conviction of 
Major Arundel, from the blushes and em-r 
barrassment of Rosa, that her affections 
were Mr. Monson's, and her penaivenesa 
caused by the disapprobation of Lady Der« 
ville to the attachment ; and although thus 
convinced he must relinquish every hope 
for himself, yet the powerful interest he 
had even from their first interviiew felt for 
her was not diminished by his disappoint* 
ment ; and now, his sympathy awakened 
for her menaced happiness through unpro<» 
pitious love, he continued by her side con^ 
versing earnestly with her„ in the tender 
tones that pity had awakened*. 

Neither the earnest attention, iK)r the 

' softened tone of Arundel's voice to Rosa» 

escaped the anxious observation of Lady 

Meliora and Lord Bayswater,, who both 
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were panic-struck by them, as militating 
against their own respective designs j for, 
in the true essence of inordinate vanity, 
her ladyship became almost wild with des* 
pair, at the possibility of losing her deter- 
mined conquest, — whilst his lordship, in 
equal despair, believed another had cam« 
inenced that very siege he had descended 
from his toilet fully resolved to uftdertake ; 
and when the dinner summons called them 
to the festive board, both manoeuvred to 
obtain a place by those they meditated to 
subdue, but only Lord Bayswater secured 
the seat his wishes aimed at, for Ladv Me* 
Uora was defeated^ 
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At table our heroine was 'seated between 
Lord Bayswater and Major Arundel^ and 
exactly opposite tathem was plajced Lad^ 
Meliora, Lord William, and Miss Lorrainw 
But. now the aswduities of Lord William 
lost every charm^ and every particle of 
consolation for the disappointed objject. o€ 
his pursuit j who, during the interval de* 
voted to the change of courses,, hegs^n to 
feel conviction, that a clouded brow and 
suspended smile were unlikely to^ attract 
those coveted admirers from her friend ;, 
and therefore with the first dish of the^ 
second spreadingof the viands of luxury ap- 
peared her renovated good humour,, which 
she now determined should ebulliate in 
wit and playfulness. But wit and vivacity 
performed by palpable vanity and affecta*- 
lion are ill calculated to fascinate ;. and 
an that Lady Meliora obtained by thig 
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effart to ;a}liiref was for Major. Artmdel to 
rejoice more firmly in not having allowed 
his dazzled . fancy 1;6 mislead his heart} 
and Lord Ba^swater to feel amazement at 
how the enchanting Rosa had escaped the 
contagion of all that thus obscured the real 
charms o^ Lady Meliotf^a' Monson. 

At length the dessert was laid upon the 
table ; and after Lord William had made 
vaciotts efforts to help Lady Meliora to 
some portion of it, which in her determined 
display of sparklisg vivacky she had re- 
jected as impeding baririers, his lordship to 
his mortification jperceived his last success- 
less ofier esicitie "an arch smilie from Lord 
Bayswater, when he rather peevishly' 
said — 

** You smil^ at perceiving all my offer- 
ings rejected; and so, Bazey, my wary 
fellow, my ill success has, / also perceive, 
caused your inattention to' your fair neigh- 
bour, whom you have not yet tempted 
with this most tempting dessert." 

** I hope yoiir offerings, Bayswater, may 
prove more successful than my nephew's,"j 



46 ROSABELLA. 

said Lord Flowerdew^ with an expreis»iv0 
smile. 

*' So I sincerely hope too, my lord/* 
replied Lord Bayswater, blushing ; and 
who, through the resistless impulse of his 
fancy, placed four strawberry leaves, form- 
ing in part an earPs coronet, upon a plate, 
which with a playful air he presented to 
Eosabella. 

BiDsa, whose vanity was not her ex- 
pounding auxiliary upon the occasion— « 
perceived not the poet's figurative fancy, 
and with genuine na'it;^ft^ returned the plate, 
as with responding playfulness she said«~ 

*^ I wish for a more fruitful offering, my 
lord, — ^something more substantial. This 
plate contains merely decorating foliage." 

Instantly Lord Bayswater poured out a 
glasS'Of water, and taking some bay leaves 
from an approximate garnish, laid all, 
with an anxious look and tremulous hand, 
upon the plate which Rosa held : to 
whose conviction this sportive emblem now 
stood unveiled ; and who, whilst she blush- 
ed, joined in the almost universal laugh, 



BDSABELLA. 4? 

at the prompt ofFerihg made at her desire, 
although perfectly unconscious of any 
tiling in the nature of seriousness being 
meant by this mirthful gallantry. But 
tiiere were those present who possessed 
ssore lively ^xprebension upon the occa* 
sion i and while she was assailed from all 
sides by. showers of raillery's arrows, for 
her ingenious method of begging the ques« 
tion, all mirth was suddenly and most un- 
expectedly suspended -^ Claudia Lorrain 
had fainted. 

Not an individual present, but Lady 
Flowerdew and Mary, cherished even the 
shadow of a suspicion relative to the cause 
of Claudia's swoon ; yet every one flew to 
offer or afford aid for her recoveiy,— more 
particularly Lord Bayswater, in whose esti- 
mation she highly stood, as one of the 
most interesting as well as amiable and 
accomplished amongst women ; when Mary 
Lorrain, in the impetuosity of her keenly 
wounded feelings,, injudiciously for the de* 
licate secret of her sister, with marked 
vehemence rqiulsed his assiduous efforts 
to be of use. In doing this she elicited 
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$L suspicion of the fact in his lordship's 
mind, which, although flatteringly. grateful 
to his vanity, inflicted a deeply felt pang 
of regret and compunction, which' he had 
never experienced on any similar triumph ; 
because though he could not endure the 
idea of Miss Lorrain suflTering, and,, well 
knowing the tenderness of her susceptibi- 
lity, trembled at the effect of inauspi- 
cious love upon her, — ^yet he could not 
even in the cause of humanity relinquish 
the beautiful and enchanting Rosabella to 
restore her peace. 

Whilst all these feelings, awakened by 
the imprudence of Mary, were rapidly 
agitating the bosom of Lord Bayswater, 
Lady Flowerdew, proclaiming the indispo- 
sition of Claudia to have been threatening 
her the whole day, had her removed from 
public observation to her own chamber; 
where remaining with her until her reco- 
very was effected, her ladyship returned 
to the circle she had quitted, full of deep 
regret at having suffered the captivating 
Lord Bayswater to be so much in the 
society of the too susceptible Claudia; 
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and at his lordship having been invited 
to encounter the resistless Rosabella on 
her present visit. 

At length the moment in which Lady 
Howerdew considered it time for the ladies 
to withdraw arrived j and after every in- 
quiry was kindly made by all, for Miss 
Lorrain and the still slumbering Nancy, 
as the evening was uncommonly inviting,, 
they strolled and wandered through the 
extensive conservatory, the adjoining green- 
houses, and all the alluring spots of fra- 
grant attraction approximate to the house. 

It was in one of the rambles through 
these regions of perfumes and natural beau- 
ties, that Lady Meliora and Rosa, inad- 
vertently deviating from the course of their 
companions, lost them ; which on her 
ladyship perceiving, then under the inspi- 
rations of her disappointed vanity, she in a 
tone' expressive of her irritated feelings, 
exclaimed— 

" Pray i Miss Frederick, is it that em- 
peror's intoxicating admiration, which has 
spirited you up to become such a palpable 
coquette? I have frequently heard Mrs«; 

VOL. IV. D 
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CMDowd pronounce sHUJ&rt$ as the most 
miscdiievous ; and> upon my word, I begin 
to think you are a perfect illustration of 
tfce fact-" 

<« Coquette and fiirt ! ! !*' repeated Rosa, 
in accents of wounded feeling and asto- 
nishment. ^^ Pray> may I ask, what proofs 
have I given of my being indeed an iUus« 
tration of so amiable a combination ?'' 

** Proofs, pretty Innocent! Why, in 
your determined flirtation with that stupid 
Arundel; and in your indefatigable co- 
quetry with that vain, as silly peer/* 

** I cannot, from retrospection of my 
conduct, plead guilty to these formidable 
charges," said Rosa. ^^ Nothing tran- 
spired on either side, in any dialogue 
I ever held with Major Arundel, that 
could be twined into the form of flirta- 
tion ; and although his ill health, and the 
attractive sweetness of his manners, have 
interested me, even from our first inter- 
view, most powerfully ; yet the wish or 
idea of flirting with him never entered 
my imagination, although the wish of 
gaining his esteem, I frankly acknowledge. 
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in^M formed both by my heatt and reason 
on our voyage . -from Irelatad : — idiilst^ aa 
to the male coquette Lord Bayswater^^^' 

" Ay, Lord Bayswater!" cried Lady 
Meliora, with a sneer; ^ Lord Bays- 
water—" 

'* Is in court, to answer the call of Lady 
Meliora Monson, which he is so honoured 
by/' exclaimed his lordship, emerging from 
a screen of orange trees, which, until that 
moment, had obscured his approach and 
Major AtundeKs from the observation of 
these young fi-iends, whose amity their 
conduct at dinner threatened with sus- 
pension; but whom their presence now 
must for the sake of appearances prompt* 
ly reconcile. 

Rosa had been only hurt by the unkind, 
as unfounded accusations of her friend; 
her serenity was therefore instantly re- 
stored; but as the discomposure of her 
ladyship had been formed by an assem* 
blage of passions, the tranquillizing her 
tones, aspect, and agitation, could not 
rapidly be achieved. Her first impulse 
was therefore to fly from observation ; but 
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her next was toiure away that stupid Arun* 
d^I y that in a tete d tSte she might exert 
her powers for the subjugation of his heart; 
and with ^U the expert management of 
a mano^uyrer of the world of experience, 
she changed her meditated route to the 
path ~ in which Major Arundel was ad- 
vancing, and in a tone of attractive play- 
fulness, and a mouth adorned with dimpled 
smiles, she exclaimed — 

" After the figurative offering at the 
dessert of . this day, neither you nor I, 
major, can in possibility remain to impede 
a tSte d tete^ which we may presume liiust 
be wished for by his lordship." 

Arundel, although firmly convinced 
Lord Bayswater had as little chance as 
himself of success, in a heart devoted 
to Mr. Monson, was neither pleased at 
being prevented from joining the inter^ 
esting Rosa, nor at the little conside- 
ration for the delic^acy of her friend, this 
manner of flying away from her evinced j 
he yet accompanied . I-ady Meliora, to be 
taught still more — whilst he felt still more 
the magic of her beauty — ^to lament the 
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' deformipg influence of her glaring va- 
nity, ' ^ ' • 

. This tSfed ti;ie\ so a^uspicious to his viewis; 
so unexpected to bis hopes, Lord Bays- 
water determined' to avail hiinself of, in«- 
stahtly to terminate bis torturing state 
of incertitude ; and perceiving Rosabella 
-was hastily bending her footsteps after. her 
fugitive friend, he entreated one moment's 
stay, to honour him with a private con- 
ference ; when, with all the trembling hopes 
and fears that^rdent honourable love in- 
spired, his lordship confessed his passion, 
and offered in seriousness his coronet once 
mdre to the portionless Kosa; who, in her 
astonishment at an offering so wholly un- 
expected — so highly gratifying to her Va- 
nity, lost not for one moment her sus- 
ceptibility to the pity and gratitude this 
flattering suit awakened; and, whilst ro- 
seate blushes mantled her cheeks, and her 
heart painfully throbbed at the ungracious 
task she was called upon to perform, she 
hastened, with every palliating delicacy 
of language, to terminate his lordship's 
hopes and his addresses. And as, eveil 
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to his entreaty, that she would postpone 
her decided rejection of him, until he 
strove by every tender assiduity to remove, 
if possible, her reluctance to their union, 
she pronounced a firm negative; Lord 
Bayswater retreated fix>m this inauspicious 
conference, in the full belief that her heart 
must be in the possession of another ; or 
ffae, in her dependent situation, without 
i»v^ a legitimate claim to a place in 
society, would i^ever have rejected such an 
elevating offer : and now, ^Imost as much 
mortified at having subjected himself to 
a possible refusal, as he was heart*wrung 
at receiving it, he determined on instant 
fiight ; and precipitately ordering his hcurses, 
he sought Lady Flowerdew, whom he cau*- 
tipusly whispered, as he ibrvently pressed 
her hand — 

•' I have been playing the part of a 
4-*-li$h idiot. The first offer of my liberty 
I was ever ^empted to make haa been 
rejected ; therefore I am off to the Con- 
tinent, and if you have any commands for 
Paris, send them to Burlington Street. I 
shall set but to-morrow evening* Hea* 
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ven bless youy and send me back heart* 
whole !'' 

Lady Flowerdew's afifection for Miss 
Lorrain caused her to rejoice this off<^t 
had been made, since it was r^ected ; for 
whilst ihdecisioo, with hopes and fear^ 
impeded the way of poor Claudia^ she 
stood no chance : now all were tehninated» 
and having once meditated upon the ro* 
»gnatiOn of his Uberty^ she thought it not 
impossible but he might think of coi^ 
nutnal bliss once more ; and in his first 
iove» kindled by beanty's influence^ dis- 
appointed^ she considered it most probi^ 
ble^ the feelings of that disappointment 
might direct the next arrow of Capid from 
the ambush of unsuspecting esteem^ through 
the magic lures of reiSned information and 
attractive acconlplishmentS4 

The absence of Lord Bayswater was 
no sooner observed, than accounted for 
by Lady Flowerdew under a plausible 
form ; and whilst Lady M eKora was pour^ 
ing the consolation into her own wound of 
disappointment, at the loss of this coveted 
captive in Rosabella's . equal disappoint* 
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ment, Lady Flowerdew conveyed — as more 
news to amuse her dear Claudia — the in- 
formation of Lord Bayswater's rejection, 
and consequent departure. 

The secretary of Lord Flowerdew re* 
turned as speedily as possible, with intel* 

ligence, that in the regiment of in- 

fantry there were two privates, whose 
names were so very nearly similar that 
there was scarcely avoiding error be- 
tween them: — one, Cornelius Mahon re- 
ported killed in the sortie of the enemy 
on the 14th of Aprily at Bayonne ; the 
other, ComeiUe Mahon, reported severe* 
ly Wounded, but in the hospital and 
doing favourably. As Rosa could to an 
absolute certainty pronounce the latter 
'name as being that of the husband of poor 
Nancy, to her was deputed the task of 
conveying this intelligence, with assur- 
ances, *^ that if she determined upon the 
fatigue and hazard of proceeding to Bay- 
onne, where yet, although his wound had 
been favourably reported, cruel disappoint- 
ment might await her, that she should 
be provided with every means to make 



ROSAB£LLA. S^ 

her journey and voyage as little incon- 
venient as possible ; arid that if she would 
spare herself the additional fatigue and 
anxiety of making her babe the companion 
6f her way, and confide him, as he was 
weaned^ to the protection of Lady Flow- 
erdew, she might rest assured, that every 
tender and unremitting care would be 
taken of him/* 

This task, could uot have been delegated 
to a more competent ag^nt ; for Rosa im- 
parted the communication she had to con- 
vey, without oversetting poor Nancy by 
the tide of unexpected joy ; neither did 
she make the fears, that reason suggested, 
too painful in their counterpoise to the 
hopes presented to this tenderly attached 
wife ; and, as all her susceptibilities were 
of the most acute nature, her gratitude 
was lit by a glowing spark of its anin^ated 
fire ; and with every expressipn that could 
touch the hearts of her benefactors, and 
convince them her sensibility of their 
goodness was genuine, she implored that 
their benevolence might permit her to set 
out without delay ; and if they advised, 

d5 
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she would forego the maternal . dehghi 
of bearing her child with her, to cheer 
poor Corny'B bed of sufferirtg, should 
she find him living; and should she not^ 
to cheer and console her, and to teach 
her for his hapless sake to bear the de- 
crees of Heaven with Christian resigna-* 
tion. As she made this promise of 
compliance with the wishes of her bene- 
factors, she gazed on her child with a 
thrilling look of anguished regret, and 
wept so bitterly, that Rosabella, quite sub- 
dued by sympathy, reported all so faith- 
fully in the drawing room, that Admiral 
Oakbury's benevolent feelings were work- 
ed up to such a tone of enthusiasm, he 
vehemently declared she should not be 
separated from her child — 

*• No, poor afflicted young creature, she 
shall not," he said, ^' since you know 
her to be good. Miss Frederick, and that 
she has incontestably evinced herself an 
affectionate faithful wife. She shall not 
give up the comfort of her child's con- 
soling presence in her anxious voyage 
of uncertainty ; and to make his accom- 
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panning her easy, she shall ga from Hamp-^ 
shire in my own yacht— which has visited 
the Bay of Biscay before now :*-<*^and I 
will send Ben Prow and his wife to take 
every care of her and her brat, and to 
convey her safely to the pillow of her 
brave husband; and, in case calamity 
should there await her, to bring her back 
to my house in the Isle of Wight, there 
to remain until subdued sorrow permits 
her returning to her widowed home.** 

Rosa, who, from the first moment of 
her introduction to Admiral Oakbury, had 
felt a reverential esteem for him, which 
his kindness to herself had promptly ex- 
cited, now as his beneficence drew tears 
of approving sensibility to her eyes, 
almost longed to kiss his venerable cheek 
in gratitude for Nancy, to whom she eager- 
ly flew, to cheer with this new arrange- 
ment of benevolence ; and as she retired 
with her lovely countenance irradiated 
with all the animated feelings which glow- 
ed in her susceptible bosom. Lord Flower- 
dew could not but exclaim — 

" How appropriate is the messenger 
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your benevolence has found ! She is> in- 
deed/ most genial to her mission.^' 

" She looks and acts like Pity's own 
ministrant seraph/^ said Major Arundel. 

" Ay," exclaimed the admiral, " give 
me a great niece like. that, my brave boy» 
and I care not how soon I dance at your 
wedding/' 
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CHAPTER IV. 

On the subsequent morning, Nancy Mahon, 
enriched by the bounty of the benevo- 
lent hands she had fallen into, was, with 
her* child, sent off at an early hour to 
Admiral Oakbury's seat in Hampshire, 
consigned to. the care of his boatswain, 
to whom she was the bearer of orders 
for her voyage to Bayonne ; and, upon the 
arrival of Lady Derville's equipage. Lady 
Meliora and our heroine set out on their 
return to town; neither in animated spi- 
rits, for in no one point had her ladyship's 
vanity met its expected gratification on 
this visit; while Rosa had met with no- 
thing at Lord Elowerdew's to cheer the 
depression under which she had left town ; 
for she was too innately compassionate, not 
to grieve more for the pain inflicted on 
Lord Bayswater by iuauspicious love, than 
to exult at the triumph of her charms* 
Admiral Oakbury and his nephew, she 
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had just heard, were going into Wales ; 
and, independent of her own regret at 
seeing them no more, she felt sorrow at 
the departure of Major Arundel, upon 
Mr. Monson's account. Sympathy too, 
for her favourite Nancy Mahon, added 
its saddening ray to cloud her cheerful- 
ness; but above all that had occurred 
during this short visit to wound her 
feelings, was the inattractive form ]ter 
beloved Meliora had appeared in ; whom, 
—although always too much under the 
dominion of vanity, to display herself as 
a perfectly natural character, — she had ne- 
ver seen so completely transformed by 
affectation from all her inherent fascina- 
tions; and thus dispirited, they sat by 
each other for some time, equally pensive, 
silent, and sad. 

At length the reflections of Lady Me- 
liora, which were those precisely to in- 
crease the malady she was smarting from, 
having wound her up into a state of ir- 
ritation that could no longer bear her 
through, without evincing itself in oral 
petulance } and as there was no witness 



ROSABELLA. 63 

to impede her, Betty having chosen to 
mount the box with Terry, she roeeringly 
demanded-r- 

" Which of Miss Frederick's two late 
conquests she was pining after, that made 
her so cheerless a companion ?'' 

*' Which of my two !" responded Rosa, 
blushing, — who although thrown a little 
out of her self-possession by the unex- 
pectedness of the question, determined 
to give her no clew to the honour Lord 
Bayswater had distinguished her by ; well 
aware, that if her rejection of his lordship 
came to the knowledge of her bieloved 
protectress, it would only augment her 
painful suspicions and alarms relative to 
her grandson. " Which, Lady Frances or 
Lord Belford ?" 

" Ayj I forgot them; therefore you 
were perfectly right to remind me that 
yours is universal conquest :— -but it was 
not those juveniles I thought of. No, 
child, I alluded to /^/stupid Major Arun- 
del, who has completely lost all his charms, 
and all his interest, now he is no longSr at 
the -point of death ; and that self-suflficient 
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coxcomb Lord Bayswater, who has been 
cruel enough to do every thing in his 
power to delude you into a belief of his 
being expiring for you; and as soon as 
he conceived the poor goose was caught in 
his toils, he mounted his horse and gallop- 
ed off to the echo of his own laughter 
at his humane prank. For my part, he 
had just sense sufficient to perceive I had 
too much spirit, too much pride, and too 
much penetration, to be wiled by him into 
pastime for his inordinate vanity ; and 
therefore he atDiupfipted no useless adula- 
tion to me.** 

Rosa now became still more resolute in 
her determination of not betraying the 
unequivocal offer his lordship had made 
her, since seeing and pitying — whilst she 
sighed at its dark shade to perfection— 
the malady her friend was at that moment 
diseased with, she would not increase it bv 
such information. 

At this very moment, in which Lady 
Meliora had only just ceased giving ut- 
terance to the asperities of her writhing, 
vanity, with correspondent lynes and elo- 
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guence of countenance, the voice of Cap- 
tain Hawk electrified her at the side of the 
carriage, which being open, hi^ auricular 
and ocular observation were consequently 
unimpeded. 

The apprehension of Lady Meliora at 
the possibility of her having been. seen in 
so disadvantageous a moment now over^- 

whelmed her with such evident confusion 

• ■• ... 

— ^betrayed by alternate flush and blanch 
of cheek, by faltering voice, and embar- 
rassment of manner, tha4^ven a less vain 
man than this might natarally have con- 
strued all as symptoms of more than com- 
mon feeling for him ; .therefore Captain 
Hawk, having no contemptible opinion of 
his own fascinations, calculated upon this 
confusion as most auspicious tp his wishes ; 
and now, throwing much more of the se- 
ductive softness of the tender passion than 
he really felt for her, into the expression 
of his eyes and his studiously dulcet tones, 
he addressed her ladyship as if he was al- 
most completely subdued by rapture, at 
so unexpectedly finding his hoped for 
transport of tieeting her so happily anti- 
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cipated, as he was on his way to Lord 
Howerdew's for the express purpose of 
seeing her. 

^* For/' he added, " I procured my 
leave of absence solely for the purpose of 
flying up to town, to satisfy my painful 
anxiety, by ocular demonstration, of how 
you were after your direful illness." 

Lady Melibra blushed, and looked 
pleased — ^for her vanity was pleased. A 
long pause ensued, which the noble cap- 
tain by no means construed to his disad- 
vantage } but, at length, with a suppliant 
air, he said— - 

" I am about to take a great liberty with 
you. Lady Meliora. — ^Will you permit me 
to send my horse into town by my groom, 
and allow me the honour of returning in 
the carriage with you ?** 

Lady Meliora uttered her assent most 
graciously ; whilst Rosabella blushed with 
alarm, in firm belief that acquiescence in 
this intrusion was not correct. 

Captain Hawk instantly sprung off his 
horse into the carriage, and placed himself 
opposite to the beautiful Meliora, care- 
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fully to evince to her what rapture it 
afforded him to gaze upon her. 

*^ Fray, may I ask/' demanded her 
ladyship, with a half conscious smile, ^^ how 
you came to think of following me to Lord 
Howerdew's ? or, rather, how you came to 
know of my being there ?*' 

*^ Your amendment is correct,'^ the cap- 
tain replied, with a tender smile, in judi** 
cious diq>lay of his handsome teeth; ^^ for it 
must be, how I came to know of your being 
at WimUedon, you wish to learn; since 
why I came to follow you^ you cannot but 
divine. My intelligence I had from my 
good friend Dashwood/^ 

^^ la Mr; Dashwood a friend of yours^ 
Captain Hawk ?*' said Lady Meliora. 

*' Yes,, a most devoted one ; and so, 
&ith, ought he : for, when I was first em- 
barking for the Peninsula, he was in my 
•ervice, and ** 

•* The service, you mean,'* exclaimed 
her ladyship, in alarm. 

** No, in my service. Dashwood i^as 
never a soldier; so, the gentleman not 
choosing to bronze his fair complexion 
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in the unshaded field of wa^are, I procured 
him his present situation with Lord John 
Rentlorn, an elder brother of Lord Wil- 
liam ; ,whoy although completely done up 
by his losses on the turf, and by the extra^ 
yagance of his wife — who, by the way, the 
moment she found her caro sposo's ruin 
was sealed, handsomely left him; no 
longer to augment his expenses, and to 
patch him up with damage thousands — — 
but, although I say Lord John is a ruined 
man, he has been an excellent master to 
Dashwood, having put many a cool fifty 
into his pocket by his instructions on the 
turf, &c. So, when I . called at the Mar* 
quis of Timberdown's to inquire for my 
friend William, Dashwood with an air of 
conspicuous exultation informed me he 
was gone on a visit to his uncle, to be in 
the saime house with you — for, entre nous^ 
it was the speculating Mr. Dashy, who 
sent Lord William on the scent of procuring 
an introduction to your ladyship." 
♦ ♦* How !** exclaimed Lady Meliora, in a 
tone of alarmed vanity, shuddering at the 
idea of her fortune operating on Lord 
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William ; and, if so, as possibly on Captain 
Hawk himself. 

" Why, as it is no secret, I may state, 
that my fnend William has been a little 
imprudent, and therefore cannot, like my- 
self and other more fortunate men, marry 
from disinterested motives — for he must 
have a certain portion of this world's good 
with his consort: so Dashi/j being a pro- 
digiously smart fellow, who makes des- 
perate havoc amongst the hearts of the 
fair Abigails of the day, having, by means 
of his convenient flirtations, famous oppor- 
tunities of much private family information 
— which he knows how to dispose of to 
the best advantage — ^has long been retained 
as Lord William's intelligencer upon ma- 
trimonial speculation ; and, by the trump 
of fame, hearing of your ladyship, he com- 
municated to my friend William, that an 
immense fortune was arrived from Ire- 
land, with the pleasing addition— of more 
beauty than ever before fell to the ,lot of 
mortal/* 

^* Well," exclaimed her ladyship, con- 
ceitedly, whilst her cheeks betrayed the 
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tint of indignant alarm, lest ber conquests 
had been achieved by golden arrows— 
** Well, and when you received ocular 
proof of the exaggeration of one state- 
ment, you took mental conviction of the 
hyperbole of the other." 

** Ocular demonstration could only oc- 
casion implicit confidence in the authority 
of Mr. Dashwood's report,*' said Captain 
Hawk: ** but hii^ exaggeration, on the 
pther point, was corrected by Lady Flower- 
dew : yet that, your ladyship sees, has not . 
cooled the ardor of Lord William's pas- 
sion; and I can guarantee it could not, 
since yours are the coveted riches — ' which 
nature's own sweet and cunning hand' 
endowed you with." 

** Ah !" thought Rosa, ** and such is 
the flattery that art^s own deep and cun- 
ning hand lays on." Whilst Lady Meliora, 
now in the altitude of her vanity's gratifi- 
cation, playfully warbled forth — 



<< My face is my fortune, sir, she said.'' 

This sportive sally of her ladyship's 
called forth respondent gaiety from Cap- 
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tain Hawk ; and, to the infinite suiprise 
and vexation of Rosabella, who was left to 
perform a mute observer on the occasion^ 
she perceived the professed adorer of Lord 
Montalbert carrying on a decided flirtation 
of very serious tendency with another man, 
who scrupled not^ even before her, in 
playful affirmation, to declare himself her 
ladyship's most passionate lover, and, to 
her further amaze and regret, when, at 
length, the coach stopped in Sloane Streety 
I^y Meliora invited this aspiring man to 
alight, and join their enfamiUe party for 
the day. 

** Perhaps, if I indulge myself,** said 
Captain Hawk, with a little becoming he- 
sitation,'* it may not prove agreeable to 
Lady Derville.** 

^* Every thing that is agreeable to me 
Is so to her," she replied ; *• therefore, set 
your alarms on this subject at rest." 

Thus assured of every favourable recep- 
tion. Captain Hawk, now borne in air on 
bc^'s expanded wings, followed her, who, 
untutored in the world's usages, and to- 
tally ignorant of the code of honour's laws 
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established for love and courtship, believed 
all men who bowed at her shrine were to 
become the abject slaves of her caprices^ 
and to be encouraged, or otherwise, in 
their submissive thraldom, just as her 
varying fancy should decree ; nor once 
bestowed a thought upon the possibilities 
that might destroy for ever the peace of a 
deserving — devoted suitor, or point a pistol 
at the bosom of a brother, to atone for her 
deluding pastime. 

Captain Hawk found, from his gracious 
reception, that Lady Meliora well knew 
what regulated her grandmother's favowr j 
since now Lady Derville, having learned 
through various channels the perils of the 
water party, and that she was indebted to 
Captain Hawk for the preservation of her 
idol, received him with all the gratitude 
her heart was full of; and which expe- 
rienced no chill through any apprehension 
of his presuming to aim at the heart of her 
grandaughter, since that was safe, and ir- 
revocably in the possession of Lord Mon- 
talbert. 

Lady Derville's reception of Rosabella 
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wore the gratifying afiection of former 
tiines; whilst, to her high indignation, 
Mr. Stemham's wore the assuming aspect 
of sanctioned love, through the wily policy 
of impressing every one with a belief, that 
he would be an ill used man^ did she not 
ultimately acc^t him. 

However cheered and flattered Lady 
Meliora found herself by the adulation of 
Captain Hawk, she yet felt the rankling 
wounds of mortified vanity so painful in 
her bosom, that she could not resist their 
influence, and, with a sarcastic smile, she 
exclaimed*—- 

^* I am grieved to prove the messenger 
of evil tidings to you, Mr. Sternham ; but, I 
assure you, Miss Frederick will no longer 
submit to your addresses. No, ambition's 
sp«ark has been kindled in her bosom, and 
she aims now at coronets, and presumptive 
heirs to coronets/' 

Rosa looked on Lady Meliora steadfast- 
ly, and, with her mildly eloquent eyes, 
demanded — ** What all this meant ?*' — her 
ladyship blushed, in consciousness; and, 
anxious to withdraw from such embarrass- 

VOX. IV. E 
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ing. scrutiny, hastily turning to her grands 
mother, inquired for her brothers, and the. 
0'Do>vds- 

*' The O'Dowds dine here, my dear," 
she replied; ^' Lord Derville finds exist* 
enoe only in Bryanstone Square; wbibt 
Mr. Monson, inveigled by his new friends, 
upon an extent of tour, I have^ been taught 
not to expect the honour of seeing for ten 
days longer.** 

Rosabella blanched to the lily's hue at 
this intelligence, since she* augured from, 
it nothing but evil for Charles ; azid this 
change of complexion, observed by Lady 
Meliora, awakened, for the first time, a 
suspicion, that her brother was beloved by 
Rosa; and her bosom was gladdened .by 
this suspicion, since she doubted not the 
devotion of her heart to this attachment 
would soon lead Rosa to leave the field 
of universal conquest undisputed to her. 
Through this belief her asperities were 
lulled — and, with an arch glatice of accu- 
sation, she chased our heroine from the 
room, who was too unhappy upon Mr. 
Monson*s account, either to parry raillery 
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or efidiire it; for her con^cienee was not 
af peac^e a'f kn6#irig^atl she did, atid con- 
triVing liothihg^ td e:s^tricate him from the 
evil^ — whatever they might be — which en- 
cotnj[laised him. Yet, of herself, she coilLd 
db nothifigv nor knew she any individual 
to wlioni i^he' could feel herself at liberty 
td disclose' the little hd had betrayed to 
her ; and when, in the solitude of her 
chamber, she meditated upon the painful 
siibj^ct, she saw no step for her to take, 
biit to implore, Charles by idtter — since 
their last iiiterview convinced her of the* 
irtipropriety of attempting any personal 
discussion of any thing so interesting with 
him-^to confide in Captain 0*D6wd*"br 
Major Arundel, and not upddvisedly W 
preclpStaf e himself into the vojftek of irre- 
mediat/Ie rurn. , 

This deterinination of dfPeHng her advice, 
by letter, the moment she could find the 
pdwet of having it delivered to Mr. Mon- 
so'n, noWled her thoughts to Other letters; 
and, with an anxiouS and palpitating heart, 
she made inquiry If atiy had arrived for her ' 
during her absence: since she had begun 

£ 2 
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to think it very strange that no communis 
cation had been made to her, either 
through Mr, Trench or Captain Gore, of 
Egremont; and, after all that had oc« 
qurred, she thought both honor and pro- 
priety demanded such intelligence should 
be conveyed to her^ that she might not 
continue her affections bound in a vain 
attachment Besides, even common ur- 
banity called for a reply to the letter 
she had addressed to Mrs. Gore upon 
her arrival in London, and fully sufficient 
time had elapsed to sanction her ex- 
pectation of one ; and this uncourteous 
and mysterious silence of all these parties 
now only added to the painful disquietude 
of her bosom. 

The arts of Captain Hawk to obtain the 
woman he admired, and the fortune he 
coveted, were so subtly drawn, that, whilst 
bis profound homage was clearly percepti- 
ble to the grandaughter, it was wholly 
obscured from the grandmother and her 
chaplain. — Even from Captain and Mrs. 
O'Dowd it was carefully concealed } and, 
so well did he play his part of render- 
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iag himself agireeable to them, that they 
eordialljr invited him, not only to make 
one of their guests at a dinner, to be given 
by them the following day to Miss Vande- 
lure, in compliment to Lord Derville, but 
to domesticate with them as often as he 
pleased during their mutual residence at 
FreecastleSy. 
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CHAPTER V. 



It . 



To this d^ner pai>ty of the 0-£lowd$ Lorit 
and Lady Flowerdew h^d biaen invitedj 
but a prior engagement led them to da- 
cline it. Sir Gilbert and Lady Wilemore^ 
and the Standard of Perfection^ were able, 
AS they w.ere willing, to attend ; and, when 
they arrived— with all due forms ofapo- 
logy for such a liberty of intrusion, they 
introduced two nephews of her ladyship's, 
one the Captain Standard already men- 
tioned, the other, a younger brother of 
his, a lately liberated prisoner from France^ 
a lieutenant in the navy, and, like his 
brother, in expectation of a reduction to 
half-pay. He was instructed b> his wily 
aunt to fall desperately in love with Lady 
Meliora Monson, under compact with 
his brother, for each to try their good 
fortune with her ladyship, and, ' after a 
persevering siege of a fortnight, the least 
likely to meet success in the speculation 
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was to withdraw from the pursuit, to follow 
some other promising game, that their good 
aunt would by that time have started for 
them* 

Thus instructed, and thus resolved, 
the two young warriors arrived in Albe- 
marle Street, where Captain Standard per- 
formed love in r^pid advance, and Mr. 
Edward Standard all the symptoms of 
Ic^M at first sight, to such a miracle, that 
Lady Meliora was in ecstasies of delight ; 
for she now monopolized all the homage, 
save what was very patiently spared to 
Miss Vandelure from her brother, and to 
Rosabella from her despised and abo- 
minated preceptor ; for even the syco- 
phantic Mr. Foxcraft was the adulator of 
her charms. 

In the train of Miss Vandelure to this 
dinner party, besides Mrs. AUworthy, were 
her two particular friends. Miss Jones and 
Mils Acres. Miss Jones, having that 
morning finally arranged an elopement 
with a profligate son of Mrs. All worthy's, 
Giured little for the attention of other 
beapx ; but not ' so resigned was Miss 
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Acres, for she was almost as infuriated at 
Lady Meliora's monopoly of admiration, as 
she bad been the day of their narrowly es- 
caped submersion at th^ parsimony of her 
brother; and she pouted and scolded so 
much at the stupidity of the party, and 
expressed her wonder so audibly—** at 
what people could mean, by hauling people 
out of their own comfortable houses^ or 
from their own pursuits, to regale them 
with falling asleep, or getting lock-jaws,'' 
that Mrs. AUworthy was repeatedly conw 
pelled to remind her, <* that, if she was 
not less audible in h^r murmurs, she would 
ofiend her kind entertaiiiers, who certainly 
were not to blame, because the attractionB 
of one of their guests drew off the atten!» 
tion of the beaux they had invited.*' 

But Miss Acres cared not whom she of- 
fended; and more than once had the te* 
merity to propose, demurely, to Mrs. 
O'Dowd, to invite some of the waiters to 
join their party, as they looked dashing, 
and might enliven the ermtd of their circle; 
and, when the gentlemen rejoined the la* 
dies after dinner^ Miss Acres first peiw 
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ibrming an audible yawn^ electrifying to 
the poUtesse of ail present, seized Mn 
Stemham (who happened to be striding 
across the room, to enthrone himself on 
a vacant seat by Rosabella) around the 
neck, and to his infinite consternation and 
dismay, who conceived' a paroxysm of an 
alarming nature was come upon her, whirl, 
ed him* round' and round, declaring, ^' he 
must, through^ compassion*, waltz with her, 
to save her from an impending lethargy;"' 
The moment her light project was con- 
fessed to the appalled ears of Mr. Stern«^ 
ham, be threw her from him with a^ degree 
of indignant ^olfence, that nothing could 
extenuate y which so* enraged the easily 
irritated young lady; that she vehemently* 
declared; ^* he had dislocated every joint 
in her frame," and bursting into an^ hys* 
teric fit of sobbing, unceremoniously pro* 
nounced him '< an • executioner, acctistom- 
ed to rack people for confessions, and' 
who* had taken* refuge in Ireland^' after 
the abolition olB the inquisition on the 
Beninsula." Then suddenly turning" to 
Rosabella,. she exclaimed—- 
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^« If you m vry the s^yag^ you aj:^ 4. 
4§ad wow^ ; for h^'U ipa^^ aft at((Q rfajfe 
of you, for. his b^barous pa^jjimt^, th^ very: 
^sjt act of coiqpapision yovi request him; 
to perform* Ay» I s?e inquisitorial flamed: 
{(aghing through his very eyes/* 

Bo^a, lyhose recoilipg antipathy to thit 
upgeuial wooer r^quir^ no, iqcentive to 
increase \%, ha«l fe«§0 Bft qfeo«plced and 
disgusted l>y hia U;nb«^ming» uncle-, 
rical violence, that she eagerly seized 
this opportunity of pvbUply contradicting 
all that the crafty manoeuvring of Mr; 
Sternhan^ had h(^n, iifidi^fatigaUy id^nu-. 
a^tiftg through the day^ and calmly saidr-r 

'* Yoi^r humanity. Miss Acres, need 
experience no kind of alarm for my life 
from Mr.. St^riiham, amqe I am under 
np engag^menb of the nature you apr. 
prehend ; and after ypui: kind wacning, 
there ean ^i^i9t no chance in. poas&iUty. 
I ever should/* 

**.As I am: toO giddy-bnau^ already, 
tp increase the yeftigo Qf> my podc pe-. 
riflramuffl, you .must ex/su^jB my waltzing 
Y^ith you, Mis&. Aor/e^'^ Qxolaiiped* Mrs. 
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O'Dowd, gaily ; but if you caa condescend 
io the vulgarism of your own national 
dance, if the customs and pastimes* of 
our now proudly Great Britain, are not 
to be laid aside for those of a degene- 
rate and a conquered people ; and if yoa 
can b6 patriotic enough to submit to such 
a hcwrror, as engaging in a country dance 
to banish your lethargy, I think we can> 
contrive six or seven couple, as Lady* 
Meliora can only dance with one partner 
at a time.** 

But, ma'am,*' replied Miss Acres, 

my bones are all dislocated : however, 
1*11 try what I can achieve, if you do not 
intend it for a bear dance;** and here, 
easting an identifying sarcastic g]ance> 
at M^r. Sternham, hastily commenced the* 
restoration* of her countenande to good, 
humour. 

'^And as a further specific against le« 
thargic influence. Miss Acres,'' said- Cap** 
tain 0*I>owd, smiling, ^* ere you have 
occasion- to wish again for the intervention 
of any of the ^hiskercmdoed Ganymedes of 
Jove Freeciwde, to facilitate an enlivening 
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change of paBtimes, I trust two bcave 
messmates of mine may arrive, who were 
unluckily engaged at dinner, but who 
promised to join us early in the evening." 

Upon Mr. Edward Standard inquiring^ 
if they had been his messmates also. Cap- 
tain O'Dowd announced them as Captains 
Duncombe and Neville: when the nephews 
of Lady Wileiiiore, well knowing them 
to be as attractive in appearance as they 
were heroic in arms, cast a look of con-^ 
doling alarm on each other. 

Musicians being easily procured, the 
party almost immediately^ commenced 
dancing, wtuen to the infinite dismay of 
Lady Wileiit^ore, she discovered a great 
error ' m Jier generalship i for, by her 
manoeuvring to prevent either of her ne^ 
phews from <^taining the band of the 
portionless Rosabella, she had inadvertent^ 
ly left her to the same advantage she had 
been contriving for her niece, of falGng 
to the share pf one of the expected re- 
cruits ^ but al>vays prompt in rectifying 
errors, she flew from the set, s&zed Rosa'& 
hand, and drew her out to take her place 
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a9 partner to Captain O.'Dowd, declaring-, 
^' she would dance with her dear Alinda." 
Captain and Mts. O'Dowd both deve«- 
loping the design of this manoeuvre, in 
sympathetic feeling determined to foil hes 
arts; since in the &st pl^ace, wishing to 
make the evening pleasant to the two ex- 
pected young men,, whom they had held 
out great lures tf> attcact from {heir dinner 
party, they had aided in keeping one of 
their first rate beauties- disengaged as 
a partner for one of them ; and in the 
second, Rosa beings high ia theis estima- 
tion, and Mrs^O'Dowd knowing her de*^ 
pendent Mtuation, they had cherished » 
strong hope, that one of these naval heroesr 
might become her serious captive. Cap> 
tain O'Dowd therefore flew after JLady 
Wilemore, declaring he would not relinquish' 
the honour of her hand, without calling Sir 
Gilbert out to make atonement for her 
ladyship's mortifying dereliction; whilst 
Mrs. Q'Dowd, with a thousand apologies 
£oT her inadvertently accepting a partner 
whilst Miss Standard was unprovided BoTp 
insisted upon md^ing a transfer of M<l^• 
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Foxcraft to her, whilst she should trip 
it merrilys with her friend Rosa ; and so 
well did the O'Dowds execute the ma- 
nagement of their counterplot, that they 
carried their point against all the manoeu" 
vring of her subtle ladyship j who, how- 
ever, as she returned to her station iif 
the merry dance with Captain 0*Dowd, 
had the satisfaction of exclaimingy in a& 
&cted ^aiety-*^ 

"My honey was always a sly thing f 
I hope, my good captain, if you are in-r 
elined to jealousy, that you p^eeiVe no-^ 
tiling suspicious in this transfer &i your 
wife's partner-^-^ow you know the two ex- 
pected heroes mustr as a matter o# course,> 
select the fair associates^ ' 

A very few moments more elapsed ere 
tine , two captains entered ^ when their 
host inviting them to join in the amuse^ 
ment, they hastened to verify Lady 
Wilemore's prediction. Captaiu Dun- 
combe, being a strict observer of all the 
forms of propriety, did violence to his> 
forcibly attracted fancy, by requesting the 
honour of Mrs^ O'Dowd'a hand, but at 
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the same time securing her interest withf 
her ffihr friend for the next two dances;' 
whilst Rosat fdl to the lot of Captain 
Neville, who with a smile, as he took his 
place in the set, said in aji audible voice-^ 

*^ You ^ee^ O'Dowd^ I preserve my 
chaster* ^ I am the man of luck, you know^' 
Never out of my element, you say*" 

Aft Captaifi Neville uttered this^ Mr. 
Stern])am, rtho bad. been ragmg at the 
uhexpMtcd ppo{)ofiiticMt fbr chancing, since^ 
havixigv. always! |id8sed bi9 8ter» censure 
upon it £^ a recreation, he eould not, in; 
possibility, join in it to secure. Rosa him«^ 
seU^preeipitately quitted the room. 

But thia admirution which tfaua cbaaed, 
Mr. Sternbam from^ the house, with, that o£ 
Captain Duncombe's conspicuouaL^ super*. 
9dded, proved no source of gratulatioa toi 
poor Rosabella }^ since the unaquivooab 
preference, these young men gave to^ her: 
obarms, beyond those of any othec lady's^ 
present— tisie respectful anxious homage' 
they evinced to h^r, whilst gratifying to 
the O'Dowds, came like the sirocco'a 
blight to the* never slumbering speculatiiofta^ 
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of Lady Wileiuore for her, niece, — awaken-* 
ed the malicious envy of Miss Acres ; and 
we grieve to- add, envy too,^ in a heart 
where many a lovely blossom of excel*- 
lence was planted,— ^but where the noxious* 
weeds of vanity were scattering fast their 
pernicious^^ germes^ evea in that of Ladj^ 
Meliora. 

r 

The moment this deplorably vain young 
woman found there were more conquests*, 
worth making,, to be thrown in her all*- 
conquering way, those she felt convictioii^ 
of having secured became comparatively^ 
insignificant in- her eyes^ and her deter- 
mination was^ to add^. at the first glance: 
she condescended to turn upon them, these 
WlvbX heroes to her growing list of hope<^ 
less adorers.. But' every glance of her 
brilliant eyea^ armed with loveV potentt 
darts, proved successless ;; for Rosa mo^ 
nopolized every look and every thought oft 
€aptains Duncombe* and Neville, eveii> 
*after Lady Wilemore had^ ^conveyed to^ 
their auricular fitcnlty, that poor pretty^ 
admple Miss Trederick was the humble' 
companion, pf Lady Meliora Monson^. 
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-: Lady Meliora sustained with fortita^le 
the first engagement of Rosa with Captain 
Nevilie, since that was inevitable throngh 
existing circumstances ; but when she 
found her the decided choice of even the 
still handsomer hero Duncombe for the 
next two dances, and the alternate partner 
1^ each as long as they continued en» 
gaged under the banners of Terpsichore, 
4hat they sat by her at supper, and that 
she heard Captain Duncombe say to Cap^ 
4ain CVDowd, ^ that even in Georgia and 
Circassia he had not beheld beauty to 
equal Miss Frederick's, nor in az^ clime 
manners to fascinate like hers ;" her mor- 
tification awakened the excruqiating pangs 
of envy in her tortured bosom. 

At lengthy Lady Meliora, unable to sus* 
tain the agony of her feelings without 
betraying the source ei their irritation— « 
as a concomitant evil, ever in attendance 
upon the nurturing of any baleful passion 
—-was compelled te the degrading sub* 
terfuge of falsehood for her shield ; and 
whilst dissolved in the teara of discomfited 
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tQ the bodom of her adoring grand^ 
mother, by announcing herself as . ex* 
Uenn^ly ill. 

3y this judicious intimation her ladjship 
not onlyiiecured her own failings from detec- 
tion* but achieved the gratifying exploit of 
lertmni^tittg for the present the triumphs of 
^iss RofiftbeUai by di^ersing the party } 
for ,h&[ agAntMdgrantlmotber, on the alarm 
4^ indisposition* instantly ordered her cairk* 
riage and hurried her idol home, to tak# 
xefuge in her bed from all the frightful 
consequenoeB of that £iitigiie, she doubted 
not was subduing her darling. 

And now, the only reaiaining iMilm td 
the deeply wounded vanity oi Lady M^e*^ 
liora arose from the agony of apprehen* 
sipn Captain Hawk displayed, at the idea 
of illness again : assailing her ; and with 
only this sunbeam to cheer her on her way 
home, she proved no very comfortable 
companion to her anxious friends ; who 
however, ere they reached Sloane Street, 
had a suspicion awakened of its being 
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caused her sudden flow of te^ffs^ and now 
inspired the ungracious unsatisfactory re- 
sponsesy she so sparingly condesK^ended 
to th^ir •tender inquiries of alarmed soli- 
citud/^ 

As this suspicion at length .acqfoiTed the 
strength of .belief» the fears of relapse into 
serious illnesf wese hiUed in the bosom 
.c£ Lady Derville^ who there£bre fbsbot e tp 
summon that medical aid she bad talked of 
doing. This change of plan proved new 
saortifloation to Lady Meliora, who saw by 
it thB truth was developed j and now;, in 
alarm of haviag it. discovered that envy 
was tiie aoui^e of her mental ipalady, it 
became her anxious aim to play the sick 
woman with better effect than she had 
he&ap succeeded in y a measure she felt 
some severe pangs pf repentance for , hav- 
ing adapted, on the arrival of Lord Der-- 
ville, who had remained in Albemarle 
Street until the arrival of M^s. AHworthy's 
equipage ; and who, coming to inquire at 
his sister* s chamber door, how she found 

herself, a44^d'^ 
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" Well, you most contrive to sleep ofT 
jour fatigue, and with it your tendency to 
illness ; for you must both, young ladies, 
arise with the lark, in the higliest zenith 
of your charms, to form two of a delect- 
able party, projected after your departure, 
for Windsor/' 

The mental pang9 of Lady Meliora now 
become torturing, at having performed so 
pertinaciously the part of a sick woma», 
that she feared she could not with any 
degree of plausibility recover sufficiently 
to undertake this increase of subduing 
fatigue ; but soon her brother,^ by increase 
ing her real malady, diminished tier wish 
of forming one o£ this party $ for his lord- 
ship continued — 

•* To you, our lovely Rose, our gra- 
titude is debtor for this delicious party, 
since it was the proposition of Captain 
Duncombe ; and sdthough renowned as 
a hero he. may be, he is but a shallow po«> 
litieian, as it required but little sagacity to 
£ithom his politics, and to scent out it was 
youi fascinaticms that set him wild to sail 
about the world, in quest of opportumties 



ROSABELLA. 9S 

of feasting fais eyes upon your all i^iibduing 
charms. So the deeply smitten Strephon 
profiosed our setting off to<inorrow for 
some days into Berkshire, to see Windsor, 
White Knights^ &c. and invited the whole 
party to make fais bouse our inn during 
our excursion — since he has, it seems, a 
beautiful place on the skirts of Windsor 
Forest — and if grandam should not choose 
to go, the 0*Dowds will take charge of 
you both, and convey you in a smart lan- 
dau they have got from Leader, whilst 
their own superb one is building* But 
whetlier we are to have the felicity of the 
Standard of Perfection's presence to crown 
our delights, I know not} for the gruff 
knight ran restive, and would not draw his 
^ coach out; and although that notable 
dame, his spouse, nearly suffocated me 
with suppressed risibility at her manoeuv- 
ring, to billet herself and hopefiils on any 
kind accommodators ; she succeeded no 
further at present, than in procuring a 
place for her nephew the sailor, in Captain 
Duncombe's carriage, with him and Ne- 
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ville. And now, bon soir ; sV^ep iodiisu 
triously, that you may arise in- gbodtknei 
and in the most brilliant burnish bf trfH- 
scendent beauty." 
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CHAPTER VI. 

But Lady Melicxra determined she \rDuld< 
neither slei^ herself industriously^ Bor «u& 
fer heralLsubduing friend to do so ; or do 
any thing industriously, but contrive vex* 
atidn and trouble for those around her; 
for so completely had the " foul fiend*' 
Envy taken possessioii of her bosom, that 
all her innate goodness, her afiection, her 
generosity, her gratitude, seemed chased 
at^once. In the bitter asperity of this 
baleful passion, she determined Captain 
Duncombe should be disappointed, and 
Rosa bereaved of the triumph of being 
adulated as queen of the revels, by and 
through the homage of the master of the 
mansion where the party were to be enter- 
tained; nor could all the compunctious 
feelings, which shot through her upbriiiding 
heart, at the idea of perhaps preventing 
the insulated portionless friend of her life 
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from forming an advantageous and happy 
union^ find effect. 

In conformity with this intention of 
performing the dire and odious inspira* 
tions of her envy» she informed Lady 
Derville she was infinitely too much indis- 
posed, to render it possible to comply with 
her brother's kind wish, for her attempt- 
ing to form one of this party in con« 
temptation. 

Lady Derville now felt terror the most 
poignant assail her bosom, through the 
■alarmed conviction, that her darling must 
be absolutely under the dominion of serious 
sickness, or she would not thus decidedly 
yield up the prospect of so delightful aji 
excursion ; and through the inspiration of 
her apprehension she exclaimed—* 

** I had better then, my dear child, lose 
not another moment in summoning Doctor 
Baillie to restore your health." 

*^ Oh ! not to-night, dear grandmama, 
but in the morning, if I. am not benefited 
by a night of rest, it will, I fear, be neces« 
sary. But you, Rosa — you, who have no 
ailments : — ^you, who are the idol set up 
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for this brilliant occftsi^i, you hsye no- 
thing to prevent your accoasipanying your 
wonderfully attached friends, the O^Dowds^ 
to try if you cannot improve this grand 
conquest you have made, into something 
more advantageoiK, than your old Ravens-* 
wood friends could manage for you/' 

*^ My beloved Meliora," returned Rosa, 
with a heart saddened by sorrow, at the 
conviction, now painfully introduced to her 
bosom, of the nature of her friend's ma- 
lady ;• " my beloved Meliora may rest as- 
sured, that whilst illness hovers near her, I 
shall not be drawn from affection's post by 
any new friends,— shall not forget that vast 
debt of gratitude, my heart, in unfaltering 
duty, must ever pant to pay to my in- 
valuable Ravenswood friends, through any 
lure of promised advantage ; was it even 
presented to me in a m<M*e certain form, 
than the probably transient fancy of an ac- 
quaintance of a few hours." 

The heart of Lady Meliora thrilled pain- 
fully ; and for a moment her struggle was 
powerful between her deforming envy and 
her natural feelings, which prompted her 
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to clasp her friend to her bosom, and pro- 
nounce she must, go to Windsor"; but envy 
conquered, — and she remained ungracious- 
ly silent : when Lady Derville, subdued to 
every tone of former tenderness by Rosa- 
bella's affectionate declaration, and struck 
with a foreboding pang of apprehension, 
that all was not at this moment in a state 
to merit approbation in her darling's mind, 
gravely said — 

" Should we in the morning find the at- 
tendance of a physician unnecessary, there 
can then exist no cause whatever for Rosa's 
not accompanying the O'Dowds, It is 
my earnest wish, to see my dear protegSe 
eligibly settled ; for the uncertainty of hu- 
man life cannot insure her ray protection 
always : and since, unfortunately, she can- 
not comply with my earnest wish of making 
the inestimable Mr. Sternham happy, I am 
inclined to form a new wish, that she should 
try her fortune here, and improve the fa- 
vourable impression she has beyond all 
doubt made upon this amiable, affluent^ 
pleasing, and extremely handsome cap^ 
tain." . 
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'^ I fear I shall not be better to-morrow» 
grandmamb," aaid Lady Meliora: for in 
her bosom was the conviction that she 
"woulcl not ; as Lady Derville had aug^ 
mented her malady, by her : testimony of 
the impression Rosa had made upon a man 
her vanity had panted to captivate. 
. And now, wholly under the dominion of 
this diabolical passion, which shrinks from 
nothing ignoble, — ^nothing of cruelty, dis- 
honour, and of falsehood — to accomplish its 
Qwn vindictive purposes. Lady Meliora at 
length sent her adoring, infirm, and vene- 
rable grandmother to a sleepless pillow, to 
brood ,over the expected illness of this idol j 
who herself performed her . vigil, to plan 
and project specious appearances of real 
indisposition, to detain our heroine from 
this impending party. But these plans and 
projects were useless expenditure of time 
and ingenuity ; since the pre-occup^ed 
heart of Rosabella could only shrink from 
the idea of improving to serious attach- 
ment the favourable impression she had, 
made upon Captain Buncombe. 
The night of writhing mortification pass- 

F 2 



59753B 



«d hf Lady Meliora gave to her appear- 
ance iihe alanaing aspect for h&c purpose; 
and, at eatfy dawn, a messecfger was dis- 
patched for ]>octor Baiilie, by the terrified 
grandmother; when, to the infinite relief 
of the yocmg lady, who feared his in- 
vincible penetration should delTe into her 
mental malady, as expertly as into those of 
the human frame, -^ word was returned, 
^* that this Celebrated physician was in at- 
tendance at Windsor ;" and now, in one of 
her politically assumed froward humours, 
her grandmother had ever at times been 
accustomed to, she positively declined 
seeing any other of 1^e sons of iBecu- 
lapius. 

^< For I BOW feel ccmviiioed,^^ she said, 
^ that Rosa's kind nursing will be quite 
sufficient for me/' 

** But Rosa I wisli should go to Wind- 
sor," replied Lady Dci'ville, ** Would it 
not be cruelty and selfishness to detain 
her, Meliora, when you feel conviction, 
that medical aid is unnecessary for you?" 

*^ The cruelty is of my own infliction,- 
madam/' said Rosabella, firmly ; ^ since 
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Bsotbing but your abfiohite cdtKunand shall 
send me from her ^ and the selfishness mine 
tlksi chains me to the side of my friend^ 
sm long as she requires my care*'' 

"^ Meliora^'' said Lady Dervtlle^ "^ I 
trost you will remember all this; and 
yjAat a piTobable sacrifice of incalculahle 
advantages Rosa has thus made, in friend- 
^ip to you.*' 

Lady Meliora did remember it ; since it 
never was absent from her tbougfate the 
whole day : it mcessantly smote her heartt 
but to no efiective purpose ; for the do* 
minion of her baleful passion was not 
at present to be overthrown } and her self* 
upbraidings only increased the irntation of 
her temper^ and poor Rosa's difficulty 
of doing or saying any thing to please 
her. . 

After proclaiming herself so ill as to 
require the aid of a physician^ and the 
sacrifices her friend had made, Lady Me«- 
liora could not in possibility quit her cham« 
ber that day; and when she beheld how 
auspicious the weather proved for that ex* 
cursion^ which but for herself she might 
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have formed one of, repentance com- 
menced its operation on her mind; and 
soon she began to conceive, that probably 
she had, by her own injudicious manage* 
ment, lost the glorious opportunity of win- 
ning a decided conquest from this all« 
subduing Rosabella ; since a second inter- 
view might have led to the conviction of 
her superior charms. But to correct this 
4^rror in judgment, and recover this lost 
opportunity of restoring her fallen conse- 
quence by a glaring triumph, she knew 
not how to accomplish, without betraying 
her own besetting sin, and acknowledging 
ill temper her ailment ; and the increase 
of irritation this new belief and repentance 
occasioned, nearly threw her into that 
state she had been almost wishing, through 
the night, that morning might find her in. 

Rosa, with all the geiitle affectionate 
kindness of her nature, attempted various 
means for beguiling the time of this self- 
dubbed invalide ; biit still, still to no pur- 
pose. The suffering child of envy could 
not be comforted. 

At length, after a knock at the door 
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Iliad proclaimed a visitor, Betty appeared 
to announce, that Captain Hawk was be- 
low. 

** Captain Hawk !'* Lady Meliora ex- 
claimed, in a tone of vexation that she had 
not manoeavred to get down to the drawing 
room, since he was come. " Why, I thought 
for a certainty, that he must have formed 
one of this fine party. How excessively 
rude not to ask him to join it !" 
: *^ Why was Captain Hawk let in," de- 
manded Lady Derville, ^^ when I issued 
an order for no one to be admitted?" 

" My lady, he admitted himself," Betty 
ceplied ; *' for he would take no denial ; 
for he said, * it was his heart that was 
bent on seeing Miss Frederick,' which 
myself thinks was a queer thing to tell the 
fiUmaxi; so he desired his compliments 
might b^ conveyed to Miss Frederick, 
with his earnest entreaty, that she would 
honour him by a five minutes' conference." 

Lady Meliora blushed to the deepest 
tint of vermilion, and then blanched to 
the lily's hue, as she faltered out—* 
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^^ Come here ta call on Rosa ! What, is 
he another of your universal conquests^ 
all-subduing Rosa? or is he the embas- 
sador of an imperial mission ?'^ 

*^ Madam," asked Rosabella calmlj^ 
*^ shall I, or not, go down to answer 
Captain Hawk's inquiries for Lady Me* 
liora?'* 

^^ Certainly, my dear, go down to hiKi ;; 
for as his kind solicitude leads him not 
to feel satisfied with the bulletin of the 
servants, it would be uncivil and unkind^ 
not to comply with his request." 

Rosa in consequence descended to the 
drawing room, to answer those inquiries 
she doubted not she was summoned for; 
and after having answered them briefly, 
she wondered Captain Hawk evinced no 
intention of departure ; but he was too ex- 
perienced a general not to loiter, and by 
his studied abstraction, and repetition of 
inquiry^ to impress on the mind of her 
he concluded to be the confidant of the 
object of his pursuit, the depth of that 
interest he felt for her friend ; which he 
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took care to let her know had caused 
his yielding the pleasures of the party he 
had been pressed to join. 

But he loitered so long, that at length 
Lady Meliora became as impatient for his 
departure as our heroine herself ; and her 
uneasiness at the long protracted absence 
of Rosabella, whom she pret^idad nhe 
wanted to go to Lady Flowerdew'a mil- 
liner's, to buy a Tirgin of the Sun's veil, 
for her to wear at the approaching JXte, 
induced Lady Derville herself to descend 
and break up the conference, by sending 
Rosa to her friend. 

*• Well, child, I conclude every prell* 
minary must have been arranged by this 
time, between you and your new suitor,'' 
said Lady Meliora, in a tone betraying 
chagrin, whilst aflecting gaiety* 

*' Upon my word,'* Rosa replied, •* wa 
have parted without settling any thing,*-* 
even the poor man's mind, relative to 
the degree of credit he might, could, 
should, or would, honour my testimony 
relative to your ladyship's health with ) 
for he examined and cross«6xamined me, 
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until I was completely weary of repetition's 
catechism/' 

** Why, what did the man say, that could 
in possibility weary you, Rosa ?" demanded 
Lady Meliora, in accents of more har- 
monized tranquillity. 

Rosa repeated all, since she thought 
this might a£ford her an opportunity of 
venturing a little advice to her imprudent 
friend, relative to her reprehensible flirta- 
tion with this man. 

" Well, child, as we cannot convict 
poor Captain Hawk of inebriation so 
early in the day, what can we convict 
him of?" 

" Why, clearly of being over head and 
ears in love with your ignis Jatuus lady- 
ship." 

^' In love with me, child ! Oh ! no, you 
mistake. No, it is with yourself you mean : 
— ^no one is in love with me, you find, 
but tasteless Lord Montalbert." 

** Do not affect to plead ignorance," 
said Rosabella gravely, *^ in what you are 
perfectly conscious of; and which — for- 
give what I am about to say, since it is 
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inspired by that very attachment you 
profess for Lord Montalbert — and which, 
I grieve to say, my dear Meliora, you have 
aided greatly to encourage." 

** What!" exclaimed her ladyship, blush* 
ing with indignant pride, ** do you mean 
to insinuate. Miss Frederick, that no man 
could fall in love with me, without my en- 
couraging aid to such ^ difficult achieve- 
ment?'' 

• " Assuredly, no,*' Rosa quietly answer- 
ed } ** but in the vivacity of your nature 
you have inadvertently fanned the flame 
ia this man's bosom, by attending to him 
with encouraging complacency, until it 
has become one of such a' serious nature^ 
that it may be found difficult to extin- 
guish*" - 

" Well," replied Lady MeUora,. •• and 
what care I for that ? It cannot be ex- 
pected of beauty to perform the drudgeiy 
of carrying buckets like the Danaides, for 
the ineffectual attempt of extinguishing 
the flames we kindle." 

*• Certainly not, since in many cases, 
like the efforts of the poor Danaides, it 
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might prove labour in vain ; but still, kind 
humanity might allow you sometimes be* 
nignly to plug the buckets, and allow you 
to convey a little water of discouragement 
to the heart of a deserving man, to prevent 
the demolition of his happiness ; more par- 
ticularly if you were yourself in danger of 
being scorched a little by the flame that is 
consuming him." 

" There exists no danger/* replied Lady 
Meliora, contemptuously, '^ of my being 
scorched by the flaune that is consuming 
Captain Hawk." 

*^ I hope there is not, since your attach- 
ment to Lord Montalbert must prove youi; 
shield ; but yet you know not to what 
a precipice this-^on your part thoughtless 
-^flirtation may lead you. What, my dear 
Meliora, should yoa fed, if it entrapped 
you in the toils of honour, from which 
neither the fangs of the law nor influence 
of equity could allow you to escape, even 
when Lord Montalbert should return to 
woo you for his bride?" 

•* Do not croak like , the raven, pray," 
Lady Meliora, haughtily.^ ** The note 
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grates on my ears, and the form is un* 
becoming to you : therefore keep on your 
own, child." 

^* That of Lady Meliora Monson's hum« 
ble companion :««^too humble to aspire to 
her friendship. Well then, be it so," re* 
qsonded Rosabella, as the rising flood of 
vomided affection's tears led her to a pre* 
cipitate flight from the room. 

Lady Meliora was shocked, was terrified, 
as her heart smote her for this unprovoked 
unkindness to her dear and amiable Ro- 
sabella ; and conTiction arose to her 
mind, of its rapidly increasing deformities. 
Yet, in the moment her vanity was 
writhing with all the scorpion stings of 
unexpected mortification, she could not 
bend to Rosa, to her rival, — she, who was 
sucking all the sweets from the flowers 
of her hopes, from the hive in which 
s^e had concentrated all the jojs of life — 
the hive of admiration, where she was 
to reign sole queen. No, Lady Meliora 
was not sufficiently humbled, — the tone of 
her horror al herself was not yet deep 
enough, to lead her through the path of 
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penitence to the rising ground of reforma- 
tion ; and although she beheld her errors, 
the arbitrary power of her ever uncontroll- 
ed spirit and self-importance would not 
permit - her . to confess herself in fault, 
implore the forgiveness of her amiable 
friend, endeavour at the subjugation of 
her baleful envy, and learn resignation 
to the unexpected misery of having the 
beauty of Rosabella preferred to hers. 

And now, in the irritation of her mind, 
as she would not pursue the right path 
to restore the sunbeams of internal ap- 
probation's genial tranquillity, all her lady- 
ship could do, was bitterly to weep in vex« 
ation^ and in the very highest flood of her 
tears she was found by her grandmother.. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

f< My child! my idol!** exclaimed Lady 
Derville, " what under Heaven can ail 
you ? Ah ! I see too clearly, it is as I sus- 
pected, your malady is mental. Say, my 
darling treasure, what ha^ occurred to dis- 
tress' you,' that, if it is in the power of 
auction to remove the cause of your grief^' 
I may hasten my efforts for its accom- 
plishment." 

Lady Meliora was silent, since thorough- 
ly ashamed of the cause of her grief ; and 
her tears flowed on, until at length the 
agony of distress she saw her venerable 
grandmother overwhelmed by, in alarm 
' and anxiety for her, compelled her to 
articulate — 

** I — I — indeed I do not very well 
know what is the matter ; but certainly 
I am not quite myself; and then. Miss 
Rosa must take up an offence, because 
I said a peevish word to her, and to subdue 
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me ran out of the room blubbering like 
a baby." 

** Rosa run out of the room weeping ! ! 
— Ah ! I fear all is not right between you. 
Confide in me, my angel child, and allow 
me to judge the matter. Much as I regard 
Resas yoa cannot doubt but my extreme 
partiality will lead me to judge you le« 
niently/* 

^< Then/' replied Lady Meliora, anxious 
to turn from the embarrassing subject, 
^* you must be a very improper judge, 
since you own partiality would make you 
lean to me.'* 

*< You. then acknowledge my suspicions 
are just," said Lady Derville, " yet you 
will not confide in me. Must I apply then 
to Rota } She will not treat me with un« 
kind reserve.'* 

*^ Miss Frederick knows nothing of the 
matter, madam, or I should strongly recom- 
mend your ladyship's application to her ; 
since she, no doubt, must be all mental as 
well as personal perfection." 

** Heaven forbid T* exclaimed Lady 
Derville, with the most unequivocal ex- 
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pression of horror portrayed on her agi- 
tated countenance, ** that the anguish is 
for me^ to find the idol of my heart<— ^ler, 
whom 1 believed not more perfect in form 
than excellent in mind, is suffering from 
the pangs of diabolical envy/' 

Lady Meliora turned to the pale hue 
of guilty and trembled in its painfiil agi-> 
tation ; but, from being convicted of so 
vile a stain upon her matchless perfections, 
her proud spirit, her redundant vanity re- 
coiled in dismay ; and in their toils, as sin 
engenders sin, she inlisted under the ban* 
nets of an attendant transgression to skreen 
her ; and, al^er a few painful struggles she 
entered the maze of falsehood, and said — 

** Shame, my dear grandmama, at my 
own weakness in cherishing an ardent pas- 
sion for a man, who, I find it is possible, at 
this very moment, is losing all recollection 
of the power I once possessed over his 
affections, has prevented my imparting, 
in the first moments of my affliction^ the 
cause of my distress to you; and thus 
leaving you to the wide field of conjecture. 
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you have kindly conjured up a JUtitermg 
phantom of envy as the cause \ and to 
exorcise this amahk sprite, I am com- 
pelled to do violence to my wounded 
feelings, and confess, that Mr. Edward 
Standard's having accidentally mentioned 
seeing Lord Montalbert at Paris, with a 
most beautiful young woman hanging on 
his arm, is my ailment/* 

As Lady Meliora expected, all her grand* 
Uiother's suspicions were removed at once, 
and every degrading thought of her con- 
verted into tender sympathy for her men- 
tal sufifering,. and into self-reproach for 
having dared to surmise, any thing against 
this superhuman creature's excellence. 
And uow a thousand fond caressea and affec- 
tionate soathings were the reward of this 
disioig^uousness ; but at length, after 
Lady Deryille had drawn largely upon her 
maternaL exertions, to discover some path 
to consolation for her idol, who repeatedly 
declared she should never survive the in^ 
constancy of Lord Montalbert, she ven- 
tured to advise her darling to effect an 
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immediate reconciliation with poor Rosa; 
by acknowledging at once the cause of her 
unusual irritability. 

But to thi9 advice Lady Meliora could 
not yield compliance, since from repeating 
a deliberate falsehood a second timie her 
heart revolted. The inspirations of her 
present demoniac bosom-counsellors had 
led her to the fabrication; but, once ut- 
tered, she abhorred herself for it : yet 
even while doing so, and shrinking from 
uttering it herself again, she> in the mazy 
windings of the reptile path she had en- 
tered, permitted her grandmother to seek 
our heroine, and by this untruth to ac<* 
count for her indispositioR and excuse her 
petulance. 

Lady Derville, having found her protegee^ 
perceived by the appearance of her eyes 
that she had been weeping ; but, having it 
in her power, she believed, to obliterate all 
remembrance of the cause which excited 
those tears, she hastened to effect this 
oblivion to the unkindness of her darling, 
by relating its cause. 

The smallest glance at conciliation was 
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S«iffiGia»t fot Rosabella, with those she 
loved, to obtain l^r full forgiveness fat 
every offence committed against her ; and 
she would have flown on the wings of 
afiectiiHi to embrace her beloved friend 
in renewal of their amity, had not Lady 
DerviUe detained her, to hear her lament* 
ation for her Meliora's having so unfortu* 
nateiy yielded her heart so irrevocably 
to Lord Montaibert. 

" Who, certainly," her ladyship said^ 
*^ i£; of all men the one I wish to see 
my darling united to ; and perhaps I have 
been as romantic as herself, in settimg 
my heart upon this alliance : since it is 
long, very long since in hopes and wishes 
I selected him from all mankind for herj 
and th«efore I feel it will prove a direful 
blow, even to me, if I am disappointed; 
and in consequence of tl^ese very feelings 
of my own iq)on the subject, I am the 
more inclined to place a trembling faith in 
the prediction of her heart breaking, should 
he prove inconstant* 

*' But, my dear Rosa,** Lady Derville 
continued, ^^ as it is mental misery my 
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tSbM. is suffering from, we mast strive 
io withdraw her thoughts, as much as 
possible, from this unfortunate subject, and 
give them 'more cheering themes ; and yoa 
must aid me in persuading her to accom^ 
pany us to-morrow, on a visit of a few 
days to Lady Elstow, who is too much an 
invalide to visit me at present, and who has 
been very importunate for my passing soniie 
days with her; and the absence of my boys 
affords tne an excellent opportunity of grar 
tifying hec wish, as she has no accom- 
modation for them or Mr. Stemham. And 
beside this change of scene proving, as 
I trust it will, beneficial to Meliora's men- 
tal health, tlie dmnge of air will renovate 
her bloom against the Fsakjete^ which 
I mean you shall all attend, since you 
may never again have the power of be- 
holding any thing like it: and, talking 
<^ that, reminds me I have ordered the 
eoacfa for your obliging me, by going to 
Lady Flowerdew's milliner, to choose a 
very beautiful white lace veil, of the kind 
to be worn on Monday, as a gift from me 
tQ my poor heart-wrung child ; as I wish 
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her dress that day suited to her high 
rank and transcendent beauty ; for I would 
have Lord Montalbert learn from the ad- 
miring multitude, when he returns, how 
much she was followed^ and how justly 
admired/' 

, According to the wish of Lady Dervilie, 
who feared an interview of reconciliation 
might too much affect her darling, Rosa 
did not appear before Lady Meliora, until 
ghe returned with her grandmother's su- 
perit) and beautiful gift $ which at once ac« 
Complisbed' the purpose of effacing from 
this spoiled child's mind all remembrance 
of her late unjustifiable unkindness to her 
inestimable young friend, and restored 
her good temper sufficiently^ to induce 
a compliance with Lady Derville's wish 
of. going on the subsequent day to Lady 
Elstow's. 

The remainder of this day passed ia 
perfect amity ; for now, all the asperities 
of Lady Meliora's mortified vanity were 
completely veiled : «nd on the succeeding 
morning the grandmother, her idol, and 
her pfptegee^ set out on their visit to Lady 
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Elstow, who had been apprised of their 
coming the preceding evening, leaving 
Mr. Sternham raving with indignant ire at 
Rosabella being thus taken from, his pur- 
suit, and being left for three whole days to 
the misery of solitude. - 

Lady Meliora, who had never before 
been, at Richmond, had all its beauties 
to explore ; and in her impatience to sally 
forth to see and be seen, she totally forgot 
the part of a sick woman, that she had been 
playing to such good effect for the last six 
and thirty hours; and as the arrival o£ 
Lady Derville did not now militate against 
any favourite plan^of amusement, but on 
the contrary rescued her from the mo- 
notony of a dull tite d Ute^ Miss Noyes 
was in the happy disposition cheerfully 
to attend the young friends, as cicerone, 
and in high. triumph led them to the ter- 
race on the hill, to display to some ad»- 
mired misses whom she panted to humble^ 
two beauties, whose surpassing charms 
must make them hide their, woefully di* 
minished heads. Here Lady Meliora walk- 
ed in the altitude of ecstasy, proclaim- 
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tog tb^ detigfat die experienced at behold* 
tng the sceneiy below ker ; when, to her 
mcreasa of ecstasy, «he saw Captain Hdwk 
emerge from the JStar and Oarter Tavern, 
and hafiteoing towards them. As he drew 
near, he exclaimed-* 

^' Ohi what an unexpected pleasure 
is this, after the dismal account I received 
of you yesteixiaj, to find you walking on 
this hill so evidently restored to health !'* 

^ And to us. this as also a most unex> 
pected encounter ,'* replied Lady Meliora, 
hlushing in all the brightly mantling emo* 
tion of gratified vanity. " Only think 
of our meetiTig you on Richmond Hill !'' 

^ Yom could think nothing else," re- 
turned Captain Hawk, in tones carefully 
betraying growing tenderness, ** if you 
could have divined my having obtained 
information of your being here. The fact 
was, I rode to Sloane Street, to make 
my anxious — O how anxious {---inquiries ; 
where learning you were just set out for 
Richmond, I instantly gallopped after you ; 
and concluding if you were unable to walk 
out, that Miss Frederick was not, and of 
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coucae would viisdt Richmond Hill ; I there- 
fore made the Star and Garter my perch, 
as from thence I could watch for her ap- 
proach, to hear from her of you.'* 

^* You would. make an admirable ge- 
neral," said Lady Meliora, with a sweet 
encouraging smile of gratitude. 

^^ I shall pronounce myself one," he re- 
plied, in love's softening accents, ^^ if I 
should have, the glorious triumph of suc- 
ceeding in that siege my heart is fixed on 
carrying." 

** So, so," thought Miss NoyefiH-who, 
contrary to his intention, heard this re- 
sponse — ^^ these young ladies find Rich- 
mond Hill a most accommodating place for 
assignations }"-— and now, kindly doing as 
she would be done by, she dropped the arm 
of Lady Meliora from its link in hers, and 
falling behind her ladyship and her evident 
inamorato, inquired from her remaining 
companion, ^' if *i^he too, expected her 
Strephon?" and as Rosa Uoomed no con- 
scious blush as she uttered a smiling 
negative, Miss Noyes felt satisfied she was 
sincere. 

VOL. IV. 8 



^ Is t^is a f^MTOured lover^ my dear?** 
^ i«ex/t demanded. 

- ^' Of his behij^ a iaver, I fear I cannot 
doubt/' said Rosal>eUa, ^^ bfA certSLinlji 
not ^ &v0»red one. Neitbefi Ms rahk, 
I mean as to fyimilyj nor his ^tune, I 
imagine, can entitle him to the hand of 
Lady Meliora Monson/' 

*< Then assuredly he is not favc^ured, at 
least, by Lady DerviHe ; so perhaps I had 
better not give him any invitation to Lady 
Elstow's.*' 

.**.It will be kindneiss to him eventually 
if you do not $ since, as he cannot in possi*^ 
bility succeed, the less be sees of her the 
better,'' said Rosa, who with great as* 
tonishme&t and infinite concern at auch 
tlt^ostifiable coquetry in her friend, t)o\V 
beheld Lady Meliora listening to Captain 
Hawk with an injbensity of attention, that 
teemed to give ^every degree €ff encou- 
isagement to his evident suit. 
• The observation of Rosabella- was just, 
tor Lady Meliora wais^ pouring oil ^ upon 
the minted flame of interest and incli- 
nation in his bosom, by the most flattering 
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iuttM^ eiitltfalB^^ ID.'; ati 

testatioii of liid^ pMEfion^; ibr. !si^ ciatnl wak 
her vanity <Git 4)fe adtdtfti^il*^H^i«tefxll 

allx)thef5 'de6iii^ €o'^V«^ 'lost t^elbculty 
of df scriminaiiog' ^6i:ef ^e to^i«t supers 
laf ive beauty and fascinations were to ba 
found : thet she lost all recollection' * of 
Rosa'^s uhpaktaUe ; wsrnii^, ^okd of the 
precipice she was blindly tnashing to^ tlnd 
in the triumph of ^acrificit^ 9, mati% hap- 
piness at the shrine of her tra&sceirden^ 
charms, totally forgot tlie' possibility of the 
inextricable toils she might be winding 
Tbund herself. 

At length Rosab^ld, led by her ■ une»> 
siness at this dangerous as reprehensible 
HM)Qduct ^n'hiSr Ibeloved fViend, ventured to 
Remind Lad^ llf^l^i of the tkne she 
^d been walking in the subduii^ heat 
k>f the day^ : a^d' 6f the ijJSarmifig ^Bect 
too tnach -fetigubi hiid.^b rMeiitiy had npcm 
iher ;^ wh^n itij^t^tly Cajptain Hawk^ .as 
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a man whose exiBtence was wnqpt up m 
hersi implored her to . walk no Imiger ; 
in a manner that .evinced, whilst anxiety 
for her health . urged his persuasions, that 
it .was toiiture to part from her. 

^^ But perhaps^ aft^r a ^sufficient degtee 
of rest, you m^y.be able to take a few 
turns here in the evening," he tenderly 
added. 

" No,** she replied, " Miss Noyes has 
arranged for our going on the water." 

'^ At what hour V* he e^g^rly demanded, 
^^ that I may have the transport of attend- 
ing you." 

^^ I know not ; but look, that is Lady 
Elstow's house ; you. can see it from the 
Star and Garter; and if you are very anx- 
ious to join 'Miss Noyes* party, you. will 
look out for us.':' 

" One of Miss NoyesV party I wish to 
join for life," he rqpBed. Her ladyship, 
with a conscious, blash and enchanting 
smile, ;told him he was ^Vft presumptuous 
animal," and so they parted ; the captain 
in high exultation at the position his well 



managed artillery had already obtained for 
him; and her ladyship ' something in the 
pouts at her not havipg him still \vith 
her/ to supply her with the 'exhilarating 
cordial of flattery, to continue sweet lulla- 
bies to the new pangs of wounded vanity, 
inflicted by the intelligence this wily suitor 
had been careful to convey to her/^ that Lord 
William Rentlorn was going, the day after 
the park XStej to the Continent, for some 
months, with his eldest brother, to recruit 
their skeleton finances.'' That his lordship 
should so unexpectedly prove an apos- 
tate, and go, without even declaring himself 
her slave, or even taking the trouble of 
ascertaining whether she would accept 
him or not, were insults to her charms 
not to be patiently endured ; and in her 
indignant ire, led her to determine upon 
seeking palliatives for such a glaring de- 
sertion, by entoiling every man who be- 
held her through the magic of her fas- 
cinations. With this mania of vanity 
strong upon her, she thought every mo- 
ment was inimical to her consequence, 
until she could again emerge from the 
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eclipsing mansion . of Lady Elstow, te 
dazzle. My the farilliaiii sun. qf hef te- 
splendent beaulgfi^ aUi idM sboUld happen 
to come witbiiiits iays^. '. ,' 
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CHAPTER VIIL 

« 

The dinner eircle at Lady Elstow'a was^ 
not increased by tbe addition of any stran*- 
gers, and: Lady Meliora thought the sotirobre: 
meal lagged on leaden winga: but still it 
did pass away ; and the moment at length 
^li^ed* iot her to remindi Missi Noy es of 
her promise to take her upon theTha^ieSw 
But the: mere mention of a water party 
threw Lady DerviH'e into such sm agony 
of alarm, that it required dhe wlM>)e fcn?ce' 
of her grandaughter's iniktuating influence- 
to win her consent to the measure ; nor^ 
could it have been obtained, had not Lady 
Elstow ^sured her it waa her own staunch 
boat they were to go in j and her water- 
men some of the most steady and expe- 
rienced on the river. ; 
At length Lady Meliora prevailed, and 
sallied forth, accompanied by Miss Noyes 
and our heroine, who was almost a» much 
an enemy to the expedition as heir be- 
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nefactress herself; not through the inspi- 
rations of fear, but through the painful 
conviction, that her beloved Meliora was* 
acting imprudently at least, if not repre- 
hensibly» by her palpable encouragement 
of Captain Hawk; nor was she likely 
to become more reconciled to their aquatic 
party, when, on the moment they made 
their sortie from the house, the gallant 
captain joined them, and received from 
her thoughtless ladyship the most flattering 
reception. 

^* How came you to guess the moment 
of our setting out so well?'* she coquet* 
ishly exclaimed. ^^ One really could almost 
suppose you were i^bsolutely anxious to 
meet us." 

This sally was only replied to by afi 
expressive glance, an audible sigh, and a 
tender smile. 

^* Does Lady Derville know to what 
n height this flirtation has advanced?'' 
demanded Miss Noyes, in a whisper to 
Rosa. 

" Oh ! no," said Rosa ; *' but I would 
give worlds she did know it through any 
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means but mine» to check ' the vivacity 

of Lady Meliora, who, unaccustomed to 

restraint — because in the life of total se- 
- 
clusion she has led no circumstance could 

arise to call for it — is by no means aware 

of liow thoughtlessly' she is acting/' 

" Then, since you wish it, I will mention 
it to Lady Elstow as the residt of my own 
observations, and she will disclose it to her 
friend," isaid Miss Noyes j! " for I think 
she ought immediately to be apprised of 
it, to let this evidently designing man 
know. Lady MeUora's conduct to him 
arises through her ignorance of the usages 
of the world, not through intentional en- 
couragement to him.*' 

At this moment they had accomplished 
their descent from the hill, and were draw- 
ing near to the spot of their embarkation, 
when a handsome and fashionable looking 
young man bo\^ed coolly to Miss Noyes ; 
but upon his eyes glancing on Roi^abella, 
he added a smile to his bow ; and a second 
glance led him ^^ to hope Miss Noyes was 
well." 

" Another glance, Mr. Suckling, will 
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lead td tlie ioiquiiy, proper ^^ for Lady* 
Elstow,'' replied Miss Noyes^ smiling arch- 
ly ; <^ and a steadfast gaze^ to the wish^ na- 
tural^ to> join our party, since we are going 
on. the water.**^ 

* 

Mr. Scrokling blushed, and seemed to» 
kesitate, when Miss Noyes contimied — 

" Ott ! but you may venture ; for by the 
veracity of Fetrarc]i, it will not be ta com-; 
mit yourself; since she is not,^ a has. been^ 
turned the shady side of twenty,' but is 
dtiB, absolutely, in the leading strings of 
yom: lawful admiration." 

•* You are such a quizzer. Miss Noyes, 
that I know not if I dare hope you will 
really do me the honour of permitting me 
to join your party.** 

' <^ Oh ! most willing am I to permit it, 
for the eccentpicity of the measure,'* she 
replied ; ^* to have it m^wmured through 
j^he woods, and responded by the Natad«9 ; 
until Strawberry Hill wafts k m amaze 
to Marble Hall ; until all the misses in 
their t^eps might muster around Pope's 
once flourishing willow,— was it still' there 
for them ta wail beneath, that the Hon. 
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HAmbe Sucklkig^ had degradied hiokselfi 
by. aetuaUy i^entiiring mto a. boat v^itb 
an antique of tweBiy-iune/' 

*^ You are really too bad^ Miss Nbyes/* 
said Mr. Suckling, now politely coring 
her hia arm. 

** Heavens!'* she exclaimed, " even 
taking me to your arms ! This is indeed, a 
wait^g whirJIr in opinion. But hold^ ere 
we proceed I must perform an introduc- 
tion — Miss Frederick, in this descendant 
of Adonis, or Paris— which is it, sir ? you 
behold the Hon, Lambe Suckling, young- 
est son to the Earl of Buddingfield : one 
of the Hebe patrons of the present day ; 
one of those amateurs of juvenility, who 
sends every woman- post haste to the land 
of decrepitude, who has arrived at/ the 
lawful years of discretion ; and, the mo- 
ment the sage decree of our forefathers 
pronounces u& able to guide ourselves, 
by whose decree we are voted crutches to 
hobble into shade upon. So, my dear Miss 
Frederick, should you have passed the 
grand clitnacterick of fifteen, keep the secret 
inviolably fjrora him, or he will sail off from 
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US on the back of a swan in an agony 
of horror; perceiving in his mind's eye, 
as the aurelia changes to the fly, your 
form in transmutation to that horror most 
horrible, an aged spinster/' 

" Really, I must repeat,*' said Mr. Suck- 
ling, a little chagrined, << Miss Noyes, you 
are too bad." 

^^ I much fear," said Rosa, smiling, '* I 
must transmute into the changing chry- 
salis, by pleading guilty to the fact of 
having past that desperate climacterick." 

" Hush ! hush ! are you crazed ? Con- 
sider how instantaneously such impolitic 
confessions wrinkle faces. Ever whilst 
you wish to please, keep shears in hand 
to clip your age with." 

At this moment. Lady Meliora and her 
adulating escort turned back — for they 
were in advance — to inquire from Miss 
Noyes the turn they were to proceed 
down ; when Mr. Suckling, struck by her 
ladyship's beauty also, exclaimed — 

" Why, Miss Noyes, you must assuredly 
have been on a trafficking voyage to the 
Mussulman's Paradise." 
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And, pray, which of my importations 
will you diie for ?" 

" It would be impossible to decide, with 
optics so dazzled as mine/' 

" Shall I assist you to determine ? Me- 
morandums to be found on the mental 
tablet of the Hon. Lambe Suckling. 
' The last face seen, to be deemed the 
most beautiful. The titled to be preferred 
to the untitled ;* therefore, the Houri 
on before us is absolutely the most sur- 
passing beauty, — insomuch, as she burst 
upon your dazzled vision, about five mi- 
nutes and nineteen seconds later than this 
nymph of Paradise ; and is the daughter 
of a noble earl withal. So now take cou- 
rage, you that have long shrunk from such 
a measure, — shut your eyes, and recom- 
mending yourself to the mercy of — Hope 
— without more ado plunge headlong into 
the stream of love, for Lady Meliora 
Monson. Yet, hold, hold 1 oh, hold ! Be 
not rash, I conjure you, man ! since a voice 
whispers in my memory's ear, that my un- 
titled Houri has yet a claim to thy love — 
being nine months, twenty-nine days — 
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eighty-ftmr hoursv fifly-iive minutes, slnd 
forty-three seconds, junior to her ladj^ 
ship." 

** No, no, no,, not so ihiich by many 
seconcfe," exclaimed Lady Meltora, laugh- 
ing, as she darted back to adhere to the 
following party, determined to contest 
every inch of this promising captive's- 
heart with Rosabella. 

*' Then, may I crave the precise diffe- 
rence in your ages, aince much depends 
upon that," said Miss Noyes, with the 
sag^ gravity of astrological mystery. 

" Alas ! that cannot be to a nicety 
ascertained,*' responded Lady Meliora in 
the same strain ; " dince some cruel wight 
purloined the testimony of her natal hour, 
to cloud, perchance, her pending lucky 
planet." 

" Well, that point must be dismissed, 
since it cannot by decision influence,'* ^ 
returned Miss. Noyes; " but to <rounter- 
poise 'your ladyship's attractive hereditary 
charms,— this meek Houri produces the 
imperial stamp of beauty. The emperor 
pronounced hers — superlative." 



• <* I muat echo Mr. Suckling/' said Rosa, 
blushing, ^* and say, * you are too badj^ 
Miss Noyes, and qui^ unmercifully.* " 

"Rather, you ought. Miss Frederick, 
to* say," ^siclaimed Lady Meliora, en- 
deaveuriin^ not to betray a tone of vex- 
ation, ' Miss Noyes, you are too good j 
I feair you will fatigue yourself by blowing 
the trumpet for me thua indefatigably.' " 

*^ So, so^" said, the active thoughts of 
Mr* Suckling,. *' this decides for me. Were 
I selecting a wife^ the untitled Hpuri 
should be my choice ;. but the other id 
piqued at the idea of being despoiled of 
my preference; has something. I fancy, of 
an agreeable vixen in her ; and being thus 
on the alert for my admiratioo, will take 
the most flattering trouble to elicit it;~aQr 
to the other, she is too dangerous for 
pastime. I will thjerefore attack where I 
have nothing to fear.^' 

" Accordingly he did CQj»mence the 
attack ; arid managed so judiciously by 
the incense of flattery, that ere they had 
been half an hour on the Thames, her 
ladyship's encouraging smiles seemed 
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equally bestowed on both her adulators} 
and ere their aquatic excursion tenni- 
nated, had removed every apprehension 
from the mind of Rosabella relative to 
Captain Hawk ; since she could not doubt, 
but conviction was introduced into his 
mind as to what degree of hope he could 
erect upon encouragement, so thought- 
lessly bestowed upon all who sought it. 

Miss Noyes beheld this new flirtation 
under the same impression, and therefore 
no longer hesitated to aid in fixing Cap- 
tain Hawk in the society of Lady Meliora, 
but invited him with Mr. Suckling to take 
tea at Lady Elstow's, an invitation grate- 
fully accepted by both ; the one, as it 
afforded him an opportunity of proceeding 
sn his sinister project — for as he promptly 
fathomed the intent of Mr. Suckling's 
assiduities, he feared him not, — and the 
other, for the gratification he experienced 
in finding an exquisitely beautiful girl of 
birth and fortune, exerting herself to the 
most captivating pitch of her witcheries 
for his fascination. 

On the subsequent morning, Lady Me- 
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liora arose in exulting expectation of rivet- 
ing the fetters she had thrown around Mr. 
Suckling's heart, and of an extent of 
glorious conquest; as Miss Noyes had 
engaged him and Captain Hawk, to form 
two of another party on the Thames that 
day, for the purpose of showing Hampton 
Court to Lady Meliora. 

Miss Noyes being judged by Lady Elstow 
of sufficient maturity to chaperon the party, 
she took the young friends under her 
charge, and set out upon the water, at* 
tended by their punctual escort. 

In due tim^ they arrived at Hampton 
Court, when Miss Noyes could not resist 
the impulse of reminding Lady Meliora, 
how inattentive she had been to the beau- 
tiful embankments of the Thames, between 
which the party had been led solely for 
her ladyship's amusement, Miss Frederick 
having beeti there already. 

** Ah ! now," her ladyship replied, "do 
not lay this reprehensible inattention to 
my charge; since these unconscionable 
men have the misdemeanor solely to an- 
swer for, in not choosing forsooth, that 
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I 5hiQuld> bestow my admsratioh upon any 
thing hot their charihing^ sdyes.^ 

**^ WeH," answered^ Miss Noye*> •♦ I tnwt 
yoor ladyship's condescending goodness in 
obliging them may be suspended, whilst 
we are hurfied on by a winged cicerone^ 
in breathless- haste to pocket bi«s' fee for 
attendance, lest I should feel inclined te 
repentance for having admitted them of 
our part^ ; as it is somewhat mortifying 
to devise amusement and flnd it unattend<» 
ed by success.'* ^ 

" Oh!? exclaimed L'ady Meliora, with 
apparent pleasantry, yet highly indignant, 
at a person so much beneath her ivt rank 
presuming to reprove her ; and firmly 
resolved not to be ehid from her own way 
by th^ dependent relative of Lady Ektowi 
** Oh ! but you are not disappointed in the 
amusement you devised for me. You pro- 
vided beaua; esprits to flirt with me; and 
surely I have entered into that pastime 
you prepared for me. But perhaps. Miss 
Noycs, you wish me to spare one of thAn 
to escort you and Miss Frederick through 
this sombre looking pile. If so, I appmnt 



fouy Gaptaiii HWk^ to. take^ :tfaese .forloiii 
dams^ under your pFotectioa^ to defend 
tbem fr©m the ghost of Wofaey^ or ti%i6 wick* 
ed Hany his master, yrha else might come 
out pounce upon them, for a seventh and 
eigtith cara sposa^ Nay,, good ihan, do "not 
look so crest-fallehy as if I were seadii^ 
y^ upon a forlorn hope. You know I can 
make amends by flirting with yoa, when 
Mr. Suckling will have discoveced some 
babe in the woods, as a successful rival to 
poor aged me." -^ 

Captain H^wk, with a very disconsolate 
countenance was most unwillihgly pre* 
paring for this unprofitable du<y her lady- 
ship had assigned him ; when Miss Noyes^ 
extending her hand with forbidding gesti* 
culation, said— ^ 

• " Most reluctant, avaunt ! We cott"^ 
descend not to unwilling escorts* We 
stoop^ not to suflPer obligation to proud 
beauties for their supernumerary knights; 
No, no, most worthy compassionates, we 
c#i find amulets against the eighth Harry 
and his ambitious satellite, and charms too 
ibr raising tip true and loyal champions. 
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Ay, I warrant, we have such potent charms 
at our command, we may animate even 
the Black Prince himself from the canvass, 
and lure him to our feet to swear alle- 
giance." 

** Well,*' said Captain Hawk, relaxing 
to a smile, on finding his escort would not 
be accepted; *^ well, and since you thus 
uncourteously disdain my aid, should you 
require* my potent arm to combat even 
shadows in your defence, I will bear ma- 
lice and not relent to your service, al- 
though importuned on your suppliant 
knees.*' 

^' May my base knees turn to toad- 
stools for sycophants to feed on, if ever 
they degenerate and bend to thee, un- 
courteous man !" exclaimed Miss Noyes, 
in a tone of grotesque bombast that at- 
tracted the attention of two of the cavalry 
officers, then stationed at Hampton Court, 
who were at this moment going up the 
staircase before our party; when turn- 
ing their heads back to see who had at- 
tered this theatrical sally, they beheld 
so alluring a form in th^ companion of 
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Noyes, that one of them^ with plea- 
sure recollecting a circumstance occur- 
ing at a Richmond ball that could au- 
thorize his doing so^ stopped and bowed 
profoundly to Miss Noyes, and although 
for the soul of him he could not remem- 
ber her name, or whether he had ever 
heard it, he with a tone of flattering in- 
terest — 

" Hoped she had been well, since 
last he had had the pleasure of seeing 
her/' 

Miss Noyes had a better recollection 
of nomenclature than this young peer, 
for she recognised him to be Lord Mars- 
borough; and upon answering with re- 
spondent cordial courtesy, his lordship 
introduced his friend Sir James Steel- 
thorp; and Miss Noyes announced our 
heroine as a ward of the Dowager Lady 
Derville's to them ; whom, as the spirit 
of female retaliation was aroused to full 
animation in her bosom, she determined 
to lure, if possible, into becoming hers 
and Rosa's escort, to mortify Lady Me- 
liora. And as Miss Noyes could at plea- 



6orb eiilbh^nt by daer pdwers ^f comrei^ 
sation; -joid as- oar faeroipe'B iksdnations^ 
both mental and personal, had not be^sii 
dealt to her with a iq)arih]^ hajid, she 
found no diffiotdty in achieving her eXi 
fdoit $ for the two gehtlemen being a&wil^ 
iing to retain the post her wishes assigned 
them as she could desire, she derived no 
small portion of amusement on -behold* 
ing the misery of Lady Meliora, and her 
evident endeavours to break from her novr 
no longer prized adulators, to manoeuvre 
into the monopoly of all the attention 
of these new acquisitions. But her man« 
oeuvres would have proved vain, since 
Rosabella*^ inartificial sweetness of man^ 
ners, and unpretending beauty, were more 
to their taste; and as they sought only 
for the gratification of the passing mo* 
ment, neither title nor wealth 4:ould pre* 
ponderate against her.. • 

As Lady Elstow was to have ^ rout 
that evening, and purpoised amusing her 
two lovely young guests with * a danoe^ 
should the male attendants of her ^ as- 
sembly muster sufficiently strong to per* 



mit it^ Miss Noyes invited his lordship 
and Sir James to this party, who gladly 
acceded to her request. 

When reembarkfsd ^and on their return 
to Richmond, Lady Meliora, finding no 
other prise to angle fbr,- concentrated 
•her attention to Mr. Suckling and Captain 
Hawk ; the former * of whom, • who waft 
only making for himself " sport withal ;** 
took this renovation of attention all in 
^ood humour, and repaid it with in«- 
terest; whilst the more serious captain 
deemed it expedient to overcast his brow 
with soipething of the sombre gloom / of 
jealousy, • for her late evident symptoms 
of dereliction; and. when at length- ar- 
rived at Richmond, and that at the door 
of Lady Elstow the .temporary separation 
took. place, Mr. Suckling departed, in all 
the. solemn woe of tender devotedness ; 
X^aptain .Hawk jn all the stately hautetiT 
of one who conndered himself aggrieved. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

InfinitEi nay, almost laborious were the 
pains bestowed by Lady Meliora to im- 
prove her beauty to the most resistless 
prowess ; fully bent upon entoiling, not 
only Lord Marsborough and Sir James 
Steelthorp, but every other luckless wight, 
who should come within the circle of 
her charms that evening ; whilst Rosabella 
paid every compliment in her power te 
the gifls of her kind friends Mrs. O'Dowd 
and Mr* Monson, by looking strikingly 
elegant and lovely. 

The rout of Lady Elstow was nume^ 
rously attended; and Mr* Suckling was 
amongst the earliest arrivals ; when with 
some evident and carefully displayed man-, 
ceuvring, he obtained a^ seat by Lady 
Meliora, and paid her the most marked 
attention, until the hew acquaintances 
of Miss Noyes arrived from Hampton 
Court} and almost at the same moment. 
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% very young and tather pretCy girl, 
lately emerged from a finishing establish- 
ment^ and who had just presented herself 
as .a cooiplete beauty to the neighbour** 
hood» who had never anticipated such an 
unthpught-of presentation ; and rather 
through surprise thian conviction, had ad» 
mitted the assumption ; when instantly, in 
the face of the whole assembly, Mr, Suckling 
supinely arose, and bowing carelessly to 
Lady Meliorai thaqked her for her kind 
condescension during the day; and then 
walking away, commenced the most con-> 
spicuous flirtation with the self-created 
beauty, leaving her ladyship so mortified, 
so irritated, by such a palpable affront and 
public dereliction, that with the utmost 
exertions only of her indignant pride 
could she repress a rising flood of anger's 
spontaneous tears. 

Miss Noyes was one of the most ac- 
complished singers of the age ; she was 
called upon by Lady Elstow to exert her 
vocal enchantment, for the delight of the 
musical amateurs present ; and as Lord 
Marsborough anfi Sir James Steelthorp^ 
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,#ere devotedly of tW laiiidberV L&df 
Mdfora could not by any «Eiea^8 succeed 
in htting them to her side» to pay ho^ 
mufge to her aU-surpassing beauty. An t^ 
Captain Hawk, he sat in solemn ire in 
%n observatory he had selected, watching 
with a wary eye how this insulation would 
Operate upon the vanity of this star of 
btouty : and not a little to his satisfaction 
he at length beheld an andent widower 
seat himself beside her, the nuisance of all' 
Assemblies, voted by all the blooming belles 
of the neighbourhood an insuiierable bore, 
since he would persist in the forgetfulness 
of his own age; who went about seeking 
out every beauty, whom through the aid of 
his gold inounted spectacles he could dis* 
dern/ in sfearch of a young and lovely 
second wife ; and as time had yet spared 
to him sufficient agility to dance and caper 
mirprisingly, and ieven to waltz without 
vertigo, be was the constant candidate 
for the youngest and most celebrated 
beauty of every ball, to honour him with 
her hand. Having heard the self-elect* 
ed Venus was the last come out, he struts* 



ted up to faer : Ae mament he €oitered» 
to pay his. evening's devoirs to her ; - wfao^ 
Bot choosing to Irave her. promising flirtt^ 
ation disturbed by such an annoyance^ 
pertly exclaimed — > 

! ^^ I max not the prima beauty of the 
room to nighty good venerable* Clear yowr 
glasses, and they will then discover for you 
a Milesian Venus, just arrived from ^addy'% 
land.'* 

<^ An Irish beauty ! What, a Gunning; 
hey!'' he exdaimed. ^' Where does the 
rare emerald blaze ^" 

*^ Yonderi sir,"^ said Mr. Suckling 
obligingly . .pointing out Lady Meliofa 
iMonson.to him; ^^ but I would rather^ 
advise the smoking of ycmr glasses, ta 
enable your gazing throi^h them at the- 
resplendent rays this emerald biases with." 
. This ancient beau, callous from use' 
to the sarcastic sneers of the youngy 
evincing no resentment, effected a tiptoe^ 
flight of juvenility to the seat Mr. Suckling" 
had vacated; when poor Lady Meliora, 
not initiated in the secret of bis being 
the shunned of aj^l the young and pretty, 
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^t sincerely grateful for his arrival, sinee 
Jier vanity whispered his being seated 
next her would appear as an excuse for 
po adulator finding opportunity for this 
enviable situation. 

f As Mr. Buckly felt, that being admitted 
into the house of Lady Elstow was a 
sufficient passport to addressing any one 
he mifet with beneath her ladyship's roof, 
he unhesitatingly commenced an elaborate 
speech to his fair neighbour, expressive 
of how singularly fortunate he deemed 
himself, through the most extraordinary 
circumstance he had ever met with — that 
of finding an unoccupied seat .by a lady 
.of such preeminent beauty. Lady Me- 
liora seeming to receive this speech with 
encouraging complacency, Mr. Buckly, 
Unused to such • courtesy from those he 
elaborately complimented, was elevated 
to the highest pitch of his adulating gal- 
lantry; and at length was inspired to 
solicit the honour of her lovely hand-^ 
^< for lovely he knew it was, though con- 
cealed by the enviable kid's envelope ment 
the first two dances, as he had heard 



it murmured through that bower of bliss/ 
that all were to frisk in mirth's enlivening 
measure^ * upon the light fantastic toe. 

*• With you, sir 1" replied her ladyship, 
looking all dismay and consternation* ^^ In*' 
deed, you are vastly good, and I am greats 
ly obliged to you, mr, but, as there seems- 
to be quite a sufficient number of male 
votaries of Terpsichore here, I ani sure 
there is-— not— cannot possibly exist any; 
necessity; nor I am sure would Lad^^ 
Elstow wish il^for your good nature's 
leading you to-7-to — to such a tax^ — siich^ 
an ungenial exertion ; and besides, I had 
fovgbtten, but I am engaged for the first 
two dances." 

Mr. Buckly, highly disconcerted at the 
whole tenor of her speech, with cheeks 
^oviing from mortification, replied, though 
rather in a itone of pique, ^^that he must 
then postpone his coveted happiness to 
the two following dances." 

*♦ I am engaged for them too, sir ; and 
indeed for the whole evening," replied 
L^dy Meliora, who having succeeded so* 
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wen in her filrctt es8ay of refusal^ resolved 
to make her second definitive. 

*• Come, cpmej most lovely lady/' said 
this persevering beau, '^ this is mere co- 
quetry; you are fond of the plt^time of 
torturing, I percisive, and only want to 
drive a devoted slave to despair/* 

" Sir/' returned her ladyship, *• I am 
positively Engaged for every danee I pur-- 
pose joining in throogfa this whole even- 
mg." . 

r *^^ Foigive me, if I again repeat thi&. 
to be mere coquetry, most beauteous lady;, 
sincis no one has approached you to solicit. 
^ Superlative honour of your hand» since 
the vivific rumour of dancing was wkfted. 
tiu^ough . our delighted ears.'* * 

*' Will, you persist in doubting, sir, the 
possibility of an inmate of Lady £istow*s 
family knowing her ladyship's intentions 
by an earliet intimation than yiMirself ?'' 

^^ I shall only acquit you of torturing co- 
quetry, fairest of ladies, if you name the 
happy candidate ; which, indeed, becomes 
]!kecessary, as your rank. demands a prompt 



jotoiflg of the coluinn^ wfaicb J pero^jive i» 
f<>rmii]g ; a^d I qiay be serviceable in 
^^alling your truant elected to his shfime* 
fully neglected duty." 

** I tbank.you^" said Lady Meliora* be- 
giDpiog to li»i^ all patience, in beiog thus 
annoyed^ and in h^r painful amazement 
at no one yet having appeared, as ,a com- 
petitor with this odious persecutor j ^' but 
you must excuse my condescending to 
sumn^on ^ny truant partner.'' 
. ^^ISiy all that is fascinating, I ador^ your 
spirit; kat ev^K^e it even greater still—- 
fairest of Heavep^formed creatures, by 
conferring your beauteous hand upon nxe, 
and leaving .the miscreant defaulter to the 
bitter pangs of anguished disappointment, 
as- the due punishment of his enormous 
disloyalty." . 

This persecution was more than Lady 
Meliora, unuaed to any thing in the form 
of anno3^nce, . could longer bi!ook ; and: 
starting from her seat to take refuge from 
such, torment by the side of hentoand- 
mother, Caj5tain Hawk stood before;ber« 

" Lady Meliora,'' he exclaimed, bowing 
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profoundly, ** I trust your goodness will 
excuse my truancy^ in not appearing to 
daim the honour of yohr promised hand ; 
but my detention was involuntary, and 
will bear the test of explanation, when we 
join the forming column, which we had 
better sacrifice no time in doingi<--*althougfa 
your place being defined, we have' not 
lost ground by my unavoidable delay/^ 

Her ladyship, with an enchanting snktle 
of gratitude gave her hand to the captain, = 
now performing an able general, and has- 
tened to her place, amid the female no* 
bility assembled; where impatiently she 
requested to know how he had so op- 
portunely appeared, and gifted with in- 
spiration to rescue her from torment. 

** Why/' he replied, with all the proper 
accompaniments of tender modulation of 
voice, and glances of the eyes, ^^ you are 
not now to learn the feast my enthralled 
wul delights to feied on. I therefore 
quickly perceived that phantom of gal- 
lantry presume to take a seat, which, 
from your torturing cruelties of the morn- 
ing, I feared to occupy; when soon by 
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the most eloquent of all expressive coun<^ 
tenances, perceiving you were not pleslsed 
with his coQver8ation-*^in my zeal to dis-> 
cover if it was such as to demand male 
interference, I cautiously proceeded to the 
recess of the window behind you ; where 
soon discovering what his insolent per* 
severance purposed to effect^ I was induced 
to present mytelf as your affianced partner, 
hoping the, urgency of the case would 
plead in extenuation of my presumption/' 
*^ Extenuation ! Why I am under an in- 
calculable obligation to you/' she replied ; 
^^ and must further trespass on your kind- 
ness in extricating me from his future 
annoyance; since to secure myself from 
the possibility of dancing at all with the 
old animal, I pretended engagements 
through the whole evening; and cannot 
draw on Miss Noyes for aid ; as after dinner 
to day» when the first intimation of this in? 
tended dance transpired^ she. deplored 
with so much asperity the hard duty she 
should have to perform, in making idle 
men dance, and in procuring partners 
for those who expected to figure about^ 
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but could not allure them for thenudvei^ 
that some how, unluckily as it has turned 
cut, I gave myself saucy airs, and told her, 
' I should not increase her trovble ; and 
after vibut she had said, I should consider 
it an insult to my attractions, did she 
attempt the introduction of any partner to 
me. After that, you know, I must submit 
to any inconvenience, sooner than sneak 
down from my high war-horse/* 

^ Let me see what can be done then,'* 
replied' the wily wooer, aflfecting to pon- 
der ; " why, I really see nothing, but for 
you to condescend to allow of my being 
yonr partner for every other set j and 
surely your own surpassing attractions 
must effect the rest/' 

"Nay, my best friend, my condescen- 
sion will be performed with joyful gra* 
titude ; but as to my other performance, 
I, alas ! perceive no ray of hope for that, 
since my attractions seem very powerless 
this night. Mr. Suckling, you see, has 
taken French leave of me j the two knights 
conjured up by Miss Noyes' incanta- 
tions in the morning, have contented 
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tke9ia$^veis with a simple bend to me^ 
and his lordahip you see has ^ selected 
Bosa for hid partner, and the baronet Miss 
Noyes." 

*' All retaliation for your jeu d^ esprit in 
the inorning, and your bravado of doing 
without her introduction of partners ! Miss 
Noyes is too clever not to carry on her 
retaliations with spirit ; and too well skilled 
in manoeuvring, not to contrive, by the 
process of qven confession, to bind her 
enchanted knights to fealty, through this 
eveni^Bg at least ; for whatever his lordship 
might do, to select your tolerably pretty 
friend, Sir James could not be in his sane 
mind to choose Miss Noyes,— was he not 
spell-bound, — where transcendent beauty 
might be worshipped." 
. '^ Most soothingly have you accounted 
for all this," said Lady Meliora, her bril* 
liant eyes emitting rays of dazzling re- 
splendency at this gratifying scdution — ^^ so 
now, do pray find some palliating consola- 
tion for my vanity, by your view of Mr. 
Suckling's dereliction." 

" Ah ! surely you can be at no loss 
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for the solution of that ? Does not con* 
science whisper, that your mischievous 
display of preference to others this morn- 
ing might operate in reprisal, where the 
heart was not too much devoted not to 
silence its resentments, and to feast on 
every ray of returning hope, as I do. But, 
independent of that, I conceive Mr. Suck- 
ling is of the despicable tribe of male 
coquets } for, after his apparently eager 
devotion to that pert and bold lookiiig 
chit, you see he has suddenly deserted 
her, tp adulate with equal fervency that 
pretty French. child Madame la Comtesse 
brought hither, and should Miss Noyes 
have a nursling to introduce, rely on it 
we shall see him fly oflp to dandle that.** 
Lady Meliora, now in absence of other 
expected iadulators, as an exhilarating cor* 
dial for her drooping vanity, gratefully, 
and with eagerness too, gave into the 
management of Captain Hawk, for their 
wearing the appearance through the even- 
ing of devoted ' reciprocal attachment ; 
and thus repelling every other inclining 
admirer — even obliging Captain Hawk to 



ROSABELLA* 157 

seek out partners for her, to rescue her 
from the fangs of the watchful Mr. Buckly. 
Although Lady Meliora was thus im- 
prudently employed, she did not fail to 
observe how other beauties fared, and had 
the mDrtification to perceive the untitled, 
portionless Rosabella, the selected choice 
of the prime partners assembled; whilst 
the eye of general admiration Mowed her 
wheresoever she went, whether she was 
stationary, or whether engaged with grace 
and agile elegance of movement in the 
merry dance. But soon consoling herself 
that this influx of partners was secured 
through the management of the retaliating 
Miss Noyes, she fancied she was recon- 
ciled to the matter ; not once conceiv- 
ings that Rosa charmed all, by evincing 
no expectation of being, admired ; and that 
the unaffected ease, with which she carried 
the partial favours of nature about her^ 
proved a fascination of resistless attrac- 
tion. At length, perceiving Rosa seated 
at the commencement of a new set, her 

m 

ladyship, almost hoping it was caused by 
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lack of a partner, flew towards her to 
demand, " why she was so lazy?" 

^* Is it not possible/' replied Rosa,, 
smiling, ^' to become weary, even in the 
path of pleasure ?** 

Lady Meliora, conceiving this response 
a mere evasion to conceal her having at 
length shared in the fate of neglect, ex- 
claimed — 

** Nonsense ! You wearied by dancing a 
few short country dances ! You, that ran 
two Irish miles without ever drawing 
breath, to tell the woman who had drop'- 
ped down in a fit, at the report of her son 
being killed by a lall from a rock, that 
he was taken up unhurt.** 

As this statement trenched not on ri* 
valite in beauty's alliu^ements. Lady Me« 
liora not only unhesitatingly made it, but 
found pleasure in recounting the humanity 
of her friend. 

" But this only proves,'* said Lord Mars- 
borough, stepping out of the set of dan<* 
cers, where he had been standing on in- 
active duty, suflBciently near to her lady- 
ship, *^ that Miss Frederick finds the patli 
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6f pityiog compassion less fatiguiogt or 
perhaps more genial to her wish of pro^^ 
gress in it» than that of Terpsichore." 
T^o such thing,'' said Lady Meliora ; 
they are equally genial to her wish of 
progress ; but for goodness sake» child, al- 
low not the air of England to transform 
you into an affected lackadaizical ; for you 
will not be half so accommodatingly plea- 
sant :— ^so come, as a proof of repentance 
of this first tendency to artificial finery, 
allow Captain Hawk to try and get a part- 
ner for you." 

. ^^ I need not trespass on Captain Hawk's 
kindness/' replied Rosa, " since there ex- 
ists an invincible interdict to my danciog 
this present set." 

" Or Miss Frederick/' said Lord Mars- 
borough, ^^ would have found no occasion 
&r trespassing on the kindness of Captain 
Hawk ; since I was amongst the nume- 
rous candidates for the honour of her 
hand." 

" Oh ! if there has been a decree issued 
by arbitrary Fate against your dancing this 
particular set, I have done,'' replied Lady 
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Mellora, blushing ; and, finding her suspi- 
cion of the cause of Rosa's inaction un- 
just, her wish for teasing her to dance 
evaporated. Promptly now she rejoin- 
ed the corps de ballet^ where soon, to her 
infinite surprise, she beheld Mr. Suck.* 
ling approach Rosabella with an air of hu» 
mility ; and Rosa, the child of meekness; 
draw up with an air of towering pride, 
well calculated for the personification of 
imperial dignity ; saw him take a chair by 
Rosa, and address some words very sew 
riously to her, who with glowing cheeks 
replied to him with unbending hauteur^ 
and then with a stately air arose, and 
removed her station to the comer of a 
card-table in an adjoining room. 

The conclusion her ladyship now drew 
from all her observation informed her of 
was, that Mr. Suckling had offended Rosa* 
bella by a breach of some dancing en» 
gagement; and much she marvelled at 
her, so mild as she was, evincing such 
powerfiil resentment, and he — proud as he 
seemed— so much humble contrition for 
it 5 and the moment they retired to their 
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chamber that night-*->which was not at 
a very protracted period, as Lady Elstow 
was too primitive, and too much of an in- 
valide, to patronise waltzing or late hours, 
so that few, from the prohibition of the 
former, were inclined to trespass to the 
latter^-*8he began unmercifully to banter 
our heroine, upon the rapid acquirement 
of all the airs, and graces, and imperious 
haut^jtr of a professed beauty and fine 
lady, — ridicule which, although Rosa felt 
pained tlwftugh its being flung by the 
shaft of a beloved ftieod, yet she took 
in perfect serenity of temper ; and allow- 
ed no sarcasm levelled: at her by Lady 
Meliora upon her new line of conduct, 
to elicit from her any explanation thait 
might retaliate a wound. 
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CHAPTER X. 

On the subsequent morning, not only the 
wij^ Captain Hawk, but Miss Noyes' two 
knights from Hampton Court arrived, to 
pay their respects to Lady Elstpw, and 
their devoirs to some of her inmates; 
wKen Lady Meliora renewed, but with 
more graceful playfulness of manner, and 
less poignancy in her satire, her attack 
upon Rosabella, for her magnificence to 
poor humbled Mr. Suckling ; and request- 
ed Lord Marsborough to gratify her cu- 
riosity, if possibly in his power, by im- 
parting to her the mystery, which con- 
signed Miss Frederick to inaction for two 
dances. 

" Miss Frederick informed me, when 
I requested the honour of dancing with 
her the set your ladyship, alludes to," Lord 
Marsborough replied, " that having found 
cause to refuse a gentleman for that very 
set, and without the subterfuge of pleading 



BOSABBLI.A* 1^ 

an engagement, she therefore was compels 
ed to sit by those dances; and to avoid 
attracting observation to the circumstance, 
she should plead fatigue as the motive of 
her doing so/' 

» •* Ohl mercy, mercy,, what will this 
world come to, since Rosa afiects what 
she does not feel V* exclaimed Lady Me* 
Itota. ^^'Why, at Ravenswood she was so 
very primitive, that she considered it air 
absolute crime, to excuse hei*self upon any 
occasion, in any form that she could not 
testify as facL Ah ! well might Mr. Sterna 
ham predict, that 6ur emerging frbm our 
conservation at Ravenswood menaced de«. 
struction to our morals/* 
; Lord Marsborough now looked earnestly 
on Lady Meliora, with beams betraying 
an approach to admiration ; for now he 
thought she must absolutely be, what he 
had through the preceding morning de** 
nied — very beautiful, since twice she had 
surprised him with an appearance of being 
exquisitely so, when with unaffected ani- 
mation, she proclaimed the long race of 
her lovely friend in the cause of humanity ; 
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and now, as she pronounced this friend's 
devotedness to truth. 

** But," continued Lady Meliora, " his 
lordship's account convicts you merely of 
framing an excuse for your inaction, that 
was not the real motive for it ; so now, as 
the offender is not present, do impart to 
us his mighty crime and mii^demeanor.'^ 

^^ Miss Frederick is possessed of too 
much of the essence of charity, to pro-*^ 
claim the misdeeds of a transgressor to all 
the world," said Miss Noyes, starting from 
her chair, and affecting business at a table 
near where her ladyship was seated, to^ 
whom she contrived to say unheard by any 
of the party besides — 

'^ Ask no further questions to distress 
your friend, — the solution would not gra- 
tify you/* 

Her ladyship deeply blushed, and start- 
ed a new subject, although resolved to 
bring Rosa to confession the moment they, 
should be tete d tete in their chamber that 
night. 

The visitors from Hampton Court made, 
something approaching to a visitation, but 
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their sojourn was far exceeded by Captain 
Hawk'si who outstaid every one who call- 
ed, and those callers were rather nume- 
rous. 

Lady Derville had arranged for return* 
ing home that morning, but her hospitable 
hostess prevailed for postponing her little 
journey until the less sultry evening, which 
afforded Captain Hawk an opportunity of 
offering his services as an escort home, 
to lull Lady Meliora's apprehensions of an 
attack from banditti ; and upon his offer 
being gratefully accepted. Lady Elstow 
felt it incumbent upon her accommodating 
poUtess^ to invite this voluntary champion 
to dinner, who joyfully acceded to this 
hoped-for hospitality. After coffee the 
party set out for town, under the pleasing^ 
prospect of visiting Richmond soon again, 
as Lady Derville had commissioned her 
friend to take a house for her, as near her 
own as possible ; where she would remain 
during her stay in England, as there with 
facility she could procure those masters 
from town she wished for, to perfect her 
' darling's education ; some of whom she 
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purposed kindly to allow her j^rot6g4e tHf 
advantage of; whilst practising with Miss 
Noyes she considered would prove of in^ 
calculable improvement to their vocal taste 
amd execution. 

Ca^rtain Hawk set out on horseback at* 
tended by his groooi, but after crossing 
Richmond Bridge, complaining that the 
noise of the landau prevented his^ hearing 
>^hat they honoured him by addressing 
to him, Lady Meliora proposed his coming 
into' the carriage ; and as it was her dar- 
ling's proposition, although she thought 
he would have proved better protection as 
an equestrian. Lady Derville made no 
objection. During their ride to town, be 
could not devote his attention exclusive- 
ly to the object of his determined pur-" 
suit, yet his eyes were active agents for 
him in paying her unceasing homage ; 
whilst listening to all he could contrive to 
address particularly to her seemed Lady 
Meliora's only anxiety. 

At length they arrived in Sloane Street, 
and the imprudent Meliora invited their 
obliging escort to take his tea with them j 
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add soaro^7 had Lady DerviUe ceased her 
inquiries for Mr.. Sternbani) who, she 
lesorned by a letter leflt for her from him, 
was gone, through the summons of an 
expresSj, to Dunstable—to attend the dying 
'momeDts of his oldest ftiend, taken ill 
on his roate hy Liverpool from Ireland— 
yfbert Lord Detville arrived^ bringing with 
him all of their party from Berkshire, save 
Captains Duncombe and Neville, who still 
uemained in that county, to attend the 
nuptials of the latter's' sister, which were to 
take place the following day*^ 

<* But, they will be up for they^fe," said 
Mns. O'Dowd, smiling expressively at 
Rosa, ^^ and if Alermont and I can bring, 
a snug party to 'bear we are meditating to 
the Continent, Captain Duncombe is to 
aecompany us ; Itnd to perform our guide 
on an elegant tour to Paris, and Brus- 
sels, and Valenciennes, where I shall 
get such lovely lace, and silks, and.cam'- 
bric, that I have quite set my heart on the- 
m&asuit0 ; and so^ my - honey dear Lady 
DerviUe, you must spare your two bright 
stats to me, to light us on e^ur.way." - ' 
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" Your heart cannot be set more on the 
measure than mine/' exclaimed Lady Me- 
Jiora, " for go with you I will, that's 

" Oh ! how I envy — or rather , dhnast 
envy — since I never yet found myself 
sufficiently tempted to experience that ex« 
ecrable passion/' said Miss Standard/who^ 
when the freak of Lady Meliora had left 
two places vacant in the carriage of the 
O'Dowds, had, with her brother. Captain 
Standard, been invited to join the party; 
*^ how I almost envy you this great good 
fortune in such an eligible and advan- 
tageous invitation. Miss Frederick ! Some 
individuals are amazingly lucky, but I am 
not one of those favourites of fortune ; and 
I may live to hobble off the theatre of life 
on crutches, ere any one will compassion- 
ate my strong desire for improvement, 
by beholding the rich mines of taste's in- 
struction which the Louvre contains } with 
long &c. of incalculable benefits to one's 
mental stores, by inviting me to join a 
party like this/' 

" I'll tell you how to manage it," eJt* 
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claimed Mfes Acres, nodding her head 
sneeringly towards Rosa ; " make a con- 
quest of a rich man, who will either take 
you on the Continent himself, or cause 
your being taken by some accommodating 
friend." 

^ " But, you see. Miss Acre*,** said Cap- 
tain O'Dowd, gravely, " that without 
adopting this promising plan of yours; 
Miss Frederick will be taken to Paris, 
if she will condescend to go.** 

" Condescend ! !" exclaimed Miss Acres^ 
contemptuously. ** Condescend, indeed ! ! 
Well, that is a monstrous good one ! Will 
a duck swim?" 

"As assuredly as a magpie will chatter," 
said Mrs. 0*Dowd ; " so I trust my two 
young ducklings will be allowed to swim 
across the- channel with the protecting 
duck and drake of the brood of the 
0*Dowds, as soon as the senate of grave 
talking birds have discussed the propriety 
of granting permission.** 

" Propriety or not/* exclaimed Lady 
Meliora, " I will go, since you will take 
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** And what says Rosa?" demanded 
Mr. O'Dowd. 

** Why," replied our heroine, smiling 
and blushing, " Hosa must await the de- 
cision of the senate.** 

Mrs. 0*Dowd soon contrived to draw 
Rosabella off to a tite d tete\ first to 
sing forth, in the highest strains of pa- 
negyric, the praise of Captain Duncombe*s 
house, establishment, himself, and elegant 
attentive hospitality ; and then to consult 
her upon the important subject of their 
dress for the fete ; and to learn all that 
Lady Flowerdew had let transpire about 
the proper style of costume. 

This, to Mrs. Q*Dowd important to- 
pic, would not speedily have terminated, 
had not Lady Wilemore arrived to take 
charge of her niece home ; who, after 
a Ions; and elaborate flourish of thanks to 
her dear " honey,** and Captain O'Dowd, 
for their parental kindness to her sweet 
Alinda ; and a manoeuvring sail round the 
room, complimenting and thanking every 
one; and adroitly whispering Lady Me- 
liora, " to have mercy on her two poor 
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nephews, who were botli distractedly in 
love with her ;" she hurried away her pre- 
cious wares, to gratify her painful impa- 
tience to learn, if the excursion into Berk- 
shire had turned up any fortunate card 
for their speculating advantage. 

The very moment this hawker of human 
treasures had quitted the room, and before 
they could have completed their descent 
of the stairs, Miss Acres commenced a 
strain of tiie most violent invectives against 
the whole race, '' as an odious pack, a de« 
testable set, a stupid tribe, &c* &c. ;" and 
above all, Mr. Edward she pronounced as 
her particular abomination, " since he had 
no more manners than a sea-hog — devising 
for lier amusement, the whole of the first 
day they were out, the praises of Lady 
Meliora's beauty." 

" That was indeed injudicious, at least," 
said Captain O'Dowd. " I thought *a 
sailor understood the charts of gallantry 
better, than to sail for the port of one 
lady's favor, through the dangerous chan- 
nel of another's praise." 

" But the port of my favor he was nei» 
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ther making for, nor shall ever arrive at; 
a beast 1 And what* was her beauty to me ? 
I was not going to market with itr: — ^but, 
had I not contrived another method of 
stopping his rudeness, I would have slap- 
ped his impertinent chops for it." 

" My dear Miss Acres!" exclaimed Mrs. 
Allworthy, who had arrived for her charge, 
now ilying to her, and drawing her aside, 
tb endeavour to lecture her into something 
more of the semblance of refinement: but 
all would not do ; the spirits of Miss Acres 
had been elevated by her excursion, be- 
yond the restraints which her guardian had 
hoped Mrs. Allworthy would have found 
means to acquire over her ; and SQon daab- 
ing away from this unpalatable conference, 
she exclaimed-^- 

*^ Don't you believe ypu will ever prose 
me into a mincing puppet, like Miss.Van- 
dela^re ;* the rare wprk of your fine polish- 
ing arts, to be moved only by the actuating 
strings of plegance and propriety. AJl non- 
sense and deceit ! Sure, I have four thou- 
sand pounds per annum in landed pro- 
perty, left me by my father j besides my 
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pucle Giles* legacy of the fat farms of 
Fallowdawn, ButtersBeld, Cropland, Har- 
rowmede, and Heifersrili ; the manors of 
Rabbitsboroughy Crowpeck, Longwood, 
and Marlbury ; with the freeholds- of Pot- 
woliop, Yeanay, and Fairproraise j and 
that's j'efinement and accompHshment 
enough for any girl: and so I told Mr. 
Edward, the sea-hog ! and whilist I can 
stand, br walk^ or run over such a tract as 
that of my own; and can dance to the 
pleasant tune of * money in both pockets,' 
I will neither go nor be driven to do any 
one thing I do not likcr^*' 

At length, to the infinite relief of Lady 
Derville and Rosa,^ — ^who both felt fatigued 
from the last night's gay revel— but to the 
regret of Lady Meliora. — who now could 
scarcely endure the cup of flattery's ab- 
sence from her thirsting lip— the party all 
took leave ;. and shortly after,. Lady Me- 
liora and our heroine retired- to their 
chamber, her ladyship panting for the gra- 
tification of her curiosity relative to Rosa's 
mystery of the preceding night, which 
Miss Noyes had so painfully augmented ; 
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and our heroine, all kind and affectionate 
anxiety to venture upon a discussion which 
friendship urged her to, whilst experience 
whispered, slie should too probably only 
offend by it. However, the inspirations of 
duty conquered every othe^t feeling in the 
bosom of Rosabella ; and after Betty had 
left them to a tete d tete, she with a pal- 
pitating heart commenced her unpromising 
undertaking. 
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CHAPTER XL 

^' My beloved .Meliora/' said Rosabella, 
" will forgive my presumption, when as- 
sured that all I am about to take the 
liberty of saying, is the inspiration of the 
most fervent and genuine affection. May 
I then venture upon the liberty of asking 
you, if you have conquered your attach- 
ment to Lord Montalbert, and mean to 
bestow your hand upon Captain Hawk?'* 

Lady Melioraj who always lingered a 
considerable time before the looking-glass, 
after the departure of Betty each night j 
now started from the reflected image of 
beauty, and tui^ned her eyes with the flash 
of indignant ire Upon Jlosabella, as scorn- 
fully she exclaimed*— 

" Me, conquer my attachment to the 
godlike Montalbert ! ! ! Me, bestow mif 
band upon Captain Hawk ! ! ! A pretty 
degrading match you have projected ibc 
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me indeed, most affectionate Miss Rosa- 
bella! What, I suppose, because the 
manoeuvring toad-eater. Miss Noyes, pre- 
vented the. men last night from following 
their own inclinations by dancing with me, 
you kindly conceive I mu$t be at my last 
prayers for a husband, and glad therefore 
to carry a knapsack." . . 

" I know not of any manoeuvring of 
Miss Noyes, to deprive you of partners :-^ 
nay, I am convinced she practised none f 
since, believe. me, Mcliora, the manoeuv- 
ring was all Captain Hawk's.'* 

" Captain Hawk's i! No, you cruelly 
defame him : for he kindly procured part- 
ners for me ; when Miss Noyes instructed- 
them not to dance with me, because I 
interdicted her aid, lest^ when my back 
was turned, she should scold about the trou<>> 
ble I had given her, as she did about the 
trouble she had in expectation." 

" Pardon me, my dear Meliora, if I 
assert, and that most positively, the ma^ 
nagement of. Captain Hawk, to convince 
every individual present that you were 
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affianced lovers, deterred other men frotib 
paying those, attentions to you, they else 
would have eagerly dfiered.*' 
; " Impossible,'* said Lady Meliora, flat- 
tered into decrease of indignation hy this^ 
consoling suggestion. ^^ Impossible; na 
one could presume to degrade me by a 
supposition, that I, with birth, fortune, 
beauty, talents, and accomplishments, 
would sacrifice all ta a mere captain oF 
cavalry, with: only a few hundreds a year 
private fortune, — for, notwithstanding ydur 
bad opinion of him, he honourably told: me 
that,— and the man, too, not sufSciently 
handsome to extenuate so mad a mea- 
sure." , • , 

^ Indeed^'^ said Rosa,," many degraded 
you last night by such a supposition ; foe 
with my own ears, I beard many indtvi* 
duals pronounce you lovers on the- point 
of marriage \ and men calling you Tan- 
talus' fruit." 

" Upon my word, Mis5 Rosa^ I feel par- 
ticularly flattered by your asserting, that 
my own conduct confirmed my degra^ 
dation. However, I must say,, had you 

I 5 
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even one particle of that friendship you 
profess for me, you would boldly 'have con- 
tradicted so scandalous a report. When 
you were insulted yourself, you could 
resent. When Mr. Suckling offended your 
mighty majesty, you could resent for your- 
self, with the indignant ire of imperial 
pride.** 

" Are you clear the offence I so re- 
sented was offered to myself?'* demanded 
Rosa, mildly. 

*' Clear: since pei^le seldom yi^ld 
amusement, or cloud their beauteous 
brows in anger, in their zeal for others." 

'^ In true friendship such zeal may be 
found, I doubt not,*' respoitded Rosa. 

" Why,** demanded her ladyship, a little 
electrified by a sudden pang of apprehen* 
sion, that Rosa*s unusual indignation bad 
been awakened on her account ; ** why, 
was it — could it be, any imperticience 
about me, that made you so very angry f** 

Rosa was silent. 
Nay, I insist oil knowing.'* 
It is not my wish, believe me, ever to 
say any thing to distress you,** replied the 
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aflGBCtionate Rosabella; " but perhaps ifc 
may be a better proof of my friendship 
to tell you all ; as it may yield conviction, 
that suffering the attentions of Captain 
Hawk so conspicuously, is an injury to 
you." 

Lady Meliora now seated herself in an 
approximate chair, trembling with appre- 
hension of hearing, that some insult had 
been offered to her matchless charms. 

** Mr. Suckling," said Rosa, " had the 
presumption to say, — and near enough to 
Vie for my suffering the mortification of 
hearing him — in reply to that girl he flew 
from you to adalart;e, who had affectedly 
eKclaimied — * That lady something, from 
Ireland, is quite smitten by that staring 
captain.' 

" • What, Lady Meliora Monson ? Oh I 
she is mdt an egregiously vain &q1, shei 
wcmld be inistiititly smitten with any many 
mefao could sacrifice his intellect to the 
amusement of making fine speeches to her. 
Why, I found I^r so near the Ijrink of 
love's preciptcje foriBfi, that, through com-' 
passion to that poor fellow, who w^cEts her 
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eash, egad ! I was compelled to fly and 
leave the field to him, which I perceive he 
has already won/ 

" As I was standing with jny back to 
them at the moment all this was uttered, 
when I turned suddenly round, and fixed 
my eyes upon him, beaming with the in- 
dignation he had awakened, he was over- 
whelmed with the most evident confusion ; 
whilst the Miss tittered, and elegantly as- 
sailed his side with her elbow, as she lowly 
articulated — 

** * This is a scrape I What will you 
do?*'* 

" * Oh ! I shall soon contrive . to make 
my peace,' he replied, in the same low 
murmur. 

" Shortly after, that set terminated, and 
he had the further insolence to suppose, a 
tribute to my vanity would prove a peace- 
offering ; for he had the efirontery to ask 
me to . dance — I proudly declined, without 
pleading engagement. 

** Mr. Suckling blushed deeply, and re- 
treated, muttering something of miscon- 
ception of what had been said ; and re* 
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' turned almost unmediately ta me, accom- 
panied by Miss Noyes, to assure me, • I 
had, by partially hearing what was said, 
mistaken its purport/ 

** * That my hearing was partial, I own/ 
I replied, ^ but it was that partiality awak« 
ened by conviction of the excellence of 
the head and heart of her I ])eard so un* 
justly and wantonly ridiculed.' 
, *• In short. Miss Noyes could not «uc* 
ceed in making his peaces for although' 
I despised the transgressor, I could not 
forgive him ; and in a quarter of an hour, 
which I suppose he passed in the com* 
position of it, he returned with a fine set 
speech of apology ; but as its tone was 
that of his own extenuation at your ex« 
penscy I left him ia the middle of it/' 
: A loud sob of Lady Meliora's now pro- 
claimed to Rosa — who, sitting up in her 
bed, had given this narrative-— that her 
friend was weeping. 

" My beloved Meliora," exclaimed our 
heroine, springing from her bed and fly- 
ing to her, " do not cry about it; but 
in future, do not, by bestowing attention 
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upon fools and coxcombs, allow them to 
fabricate shrines for incense to their own 
detestable vanity.'* 

** Oh ! I must, I will cry ; and, like poor 
Niobe, I shall be drowned in my tears," 
sobbed out Lady Meliora, throwing her 
arms around Kosa's neck, ^^ to think such 
cruel, ill-natured, and mortifying things 
should be said of me : — of me, who never, 
never, loved any man in my whole life, 
but Lord Montalbert, to whom my heart is 
so devotedly attached, that it would break 
in six weeks, was any thing to occur to 
prevent my union with him." 

** Since such are your feelings relative 
to Lord Montalbert,'' said Rosabella, ^ do 
not yourself prove the means of breaking 
off your miion, .by a continuation of en- 
couragement to Captain Hawk ; for can 
you be certain you have no observer who 
nnay spread abroad your apparent devotion 
to this man ; and should Lord Montalbert 
chance to het^r of it, can you suppose the 
consequence could prove favourable to 
your attachment ?" 

<€ Why surely, Kosa, his lordship must 



R08ABBLLA. 18S 

conclude I could not mope about like one 
forlorn, — just as if I could find no one on 
the surface of the earth to admire me 
during his absence — and therefore, that I 
merely condescended to flirt with this 
man to beguile the cheerless moments 
of our separation." 

« Oh ! " said Rosa, " I fear that sug- 
gestion would rather retard than promote 
your union with his lordship. Few think* 
ing men would venture to embark upon 
the hazardous ocean of wedlock with a 
woman, whose thirst for admiration would 
not permit her to exist, during any tempo* 
rar^ absence of his, without a cicisbeo : fur 
he would fear, that neither prudence nor 
d^cacy held its perfect jurisdiction in. b 
bosom, where vanity could possess such 
misleading influence. No, my beloved 
Meliora^ your flirtation with Captain Hawk 
cannot be thus extenuated ; the. heart that 
Lord Montalbert seeks, he will expect to 
find in the crystal shrine that purity con- 
secrates to connubial love."' 

Rosa, I will never more speak to 
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Hfiwk. You shall forbid him the house 
to-morrow for me.** 

'* Softly, but steadily, my dear Meliora.- 
' — Captain Hawk, although I am firmly per-- 
suaded I may pronounce him a designing 
man, who has spun his subtle snares around^ 
to , entoil you, — ^has not been detected in 
any thing to call' forth so violent a mea* 
sure; You must yourself destroy the hopes^ 
your unfortunate encouragement has but 
too naturally led his presumption to shelter,. 
by gradually withdrawing your attentions 
from him. And with unfaltering firmness^ 
*— yet tempered with mildness^ — this mus6 
be accomplished ; for, after such encou-> 
fagement as yours has imprudently aU 
fhough inadvertently been, yours, my be- 
loved friend, is, I fear, a difficult task to 
counteract it. Your guardian might fail 
in destroying hopes that you have raised; 
Male interference cannot,, without manifest 
danger ** * 

"Indeed, Rosa, I have given him no 
hope whatever," exclaimed Lady Meliora^ 
impatiently interrupting her, " for although^, 
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during the last few days, he has seized 
every opportunity of making the most ar- 
dent, undisguised love to me, I have inva* 
riably pronounced his declarations non- 
sense, and that I had no heart to give him ; 
but still he would not believe me:— and 
so, as you see he will not attend to my 
discouragement^ I am sure the only plan 
must be, forbidding him the house/' 
. " I very much fear this is a more diflSv 
cult case, than you and I are competent to 
act in. You must therefore, to an ab- 
solute certainty, confide all to Lady Der- 
ville to-morrow," said Rosabella, now 
trembling in alarm. *< Your having linten* 
ed with complacency to him, after his- 
unequivocal avowals of attachment, tnay 
have constituted a dangerous species of 
encouragement, not easily to be over- 



come." 



. *^ For the sake of mercy, Rosa, do not 
terrify me out of my wits!" exclaimed 
Lady Meliora, ceasing to weep, and look* 
ing perfectly aghast. *• Surely, you da 
not meau to insinuate the dire occurrence 
of any fatal catastrophe, like that we read 
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of in a newspaper, when we were little 
girls,--*-and that Hawk will shoot me, and 
then himself?'* 

" Why no/' returned Rosa, smiling 
as she shuddered ; " I think Captain Hawk 
prizes life too much, and you too little^ to 
be the perpetrator of so terrible a ca- 
tastrophe: but law is sometimes resorted 
to in such kind of cases ; and to have your 
name brought before the public, in a trial 
for— — «I know not what he might con« 
June it into, — would—'' 

Would be almost as bad as shooting 
me>'' cried her now trembling ladyship, 
impatiently, " Nay, worse than shooting 
me, since depriving me of the esteem jof 
the matchless Montalbert would be con- 
signing me to a lingering death. But 
really, this horrible idea of your sug« 
gestion makes me sincerely sorry I ever 
encouraged this man, by listening to his 
love ; but, you know I could not close my 
ears whilst he persisted in uttering his ten* 
der strains ; and besides, I always under- 
stood it to be the privilege of beauty, to 
make scares of maft^^-^niaeTable fi>r life, 
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without ever having one's humanity in the 
least implicated : and I know such achieve- 
ments were predicted for me, as a matter 
of course^ when a mere babe in leading 
strings } for one of the earliest things my 
memory clings t0| is, hearing the nurses, 
and every servant about Ravenswood, in« 
cessantly declare, ^ my face would make 
many a man*s heart ache.*'' 

*^ It is too late to-night to argue upon 
the justice of giving to beauty the power 
of the basilisk/' said Rosa ; ^^ but, I trust 
your memory, my dear Meliora, may prove 
as retentive to the necessity of a new and 
cautious course towards Captain Hawk; 
and that your reflections on your pillow 
may lead you to seek counsel from your 
affectionate grandmother, who must btf 
more competent to the task of advising 
you than I am/' 

" I am not clear of that," replied Lady 
Meliora ; '' for you, I am confident, will 
never involve yourself in such a scrape, 
as this may possibly prove of mine ; and 
grandmama ought to have prepared me 
for avoiding such dangerous shOals, ere 
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she allowed my entrance on the sea of 
life/' 

" As to me," said Rosa, not enduring 
that any censure, however merited, should 
rest upon her beloved benefactress, '* I 
&hall of course most probably benefit by 
example, and not through my own su- 
perior powers of mind ; whilst, as to being 
prepared for such shoals as this you have 
Fun upon> Lady Derville believed the 
widest waiy was, that of instilling every 
good and virtuous principle into your 
heart, and that would prove your secu- 
rity." 

^ " Ah ! Rosa, like the packing case poor 
Terry took from the stores at Ravensj- 
wood, to convey his best livery &c. to 
London, because it looked clean and neat, 
^nd appeared withoift flaw j but he forgot 
that strength was requisite for the journey j 
and when called into use it was found un- 
suited to the purpose j and in defiance 
of every fair promise of appearance^ the' 
irst rough blow it was assailed by shatter^ 
ed poor Terry's expectations from his 
prize. Ah ! Charles was right j we ought 
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to have benefited by the salutary lessons 
presented by an intercourse with society, 
as you will be by my faulty example, 
Rosa ; and not to have been left in totai 
ignorance of the temptations that might 
assail us, or of the mental strength and 
knowledge that could lead us to resist 
them." 

And now, having found an excuse for 
her own inexcusable conduct towards Cap- 
tain Hawk, the consolation it afforded to 
her painful mortification in having acted 
reprehensibly soon composed the aspect of 
Lady Meliora to so much apparent calm- 
ness, that Rosabella very shortly was at 
full liberty to retire once more to her 
bed. 

. But, although this composure, reared 
for a time upon the conviction of another 
being more faulty than herself, permitted 
Lady Meliora to seek her pillow too, yet 
there the remembrance of Mr. Suck- 
ling's insulting opinion of her quickly re- 
curred like a frightful sprite to banish rest 
from that pillow, and to torture her mind 
with every pang of mortified vanity and 
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wounded delicacy ; so that when her ten* 
derly attached friend sprung up in the 
morning, to prepare for attending Lady 
Derviile to the Foundling Chapel, to hear 
a popular preacher, she informed her, 
*^ that her head ached so much from fret- 
ting about Mr. Suckling's impertinence, 
that she could not possibly go to church.** 
** But," her ladyship added, " only tell 
grandmama I am merely lazy, and want 
to save myself for to-morrow's y5?fe; and 
as you and she will remain tete d tete 
during this long ride— do you, on your 
return — since I would not have her de- 
votion disturbed by such a disagreeable 
communication — impart to her all my per- 
plexity relative to Captain Hawk; and 
learn what she advises upon the subject; 
but remember, if Mr. Sternham is to be 
summoned into council, I will run restiff 
at once. In the mean time, should Cap- 
tain Hawk call, I shall of course be denied 
to him ; and shall keep perdue in my 
chamber the whole morning, not even 
venturing to the park, lest I should en* 
counter him." 
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Distressing as this commission was, Ro« 
sabella was pleased that it was confided 
to her i since, however leniently she might 
represent the imprudence of her friend, 
she was well aware Lady Derville would 
come much nearer to the important facts, 
than by Lady Meliora's own statement. 

The communications of the gentle and 
affectionate Rosabella overwhelmed the 
adoring grandmother with distress, em- 
barrassment, and dismay. She feared, with 
her protegee^ that Captain Hawk had spun 
his toils so subtly round the inexperienced 
Lady Meliora, that it would require better 
management than her own to extricate 
her, without unpleasant consequences. 
Male interference was too dangerous to 
be thought of; hers. Lady Derville feared, 
would only lead him to the adoption of 
some more serious arts and stratagems; 
and from seeking the aid of friends she 
revolted; since this would be to betray 
the reprehensible imprudence of her dar- 
ling, and lay her open to much deserved 
censure. 

Although long was the way from the 
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Foundling to Sloane Street, Lady Derville 
and her protegee had not time for half the 
consultation the urgency of the case re- 
quired; and when the carriage stopped 
at their home, the only hope their wishes 
had to rest upon for terminating this dan- 
gerous as improper flirtation was, through 
the promise of Lady Meliora, to commence 
her plan of discouragepient by confining 
herself in her chaml)er that morning. 
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CHAPTER XIL 

But cruelly and unexpectedly was this 
hope destroyed, by an electric shock 
of astonishment that assailed them both, 
when, on entering the drawing rooms upon 
their return, they had the grief and dis- 
may of beholding this very identical Cap- 
tain Hawk, seated on a chaise longtie by 
Lady Meliora, . in easy, playful conver- 
sation with her. 

An event had occurred during the night 
in one of the adjoining houses, to cause 
that part of the street to be covered with 
straw ; so that the carriage had stopped, 
without those above, engaged in animated 
flirtation, from hearing it ; and the street- 
door being open to answer a ring for the 
kitchen, no signal was made of their ap- 
proach ; so that Lady Derville appeared 
as an appalling apparition before her in- 
corrigibly imprudent grandaughter, who 

XOL. IV. K 
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started from the chaise longue the moment 
she beheld her, and so did Captain Hawk ; 
who however, with promptly rallied self- 
possession, changed the motive of his 
rising to the appearance of respect j and, 
with the pi'ofound ' bow of courtesy, b^ 
attempted ,to take the hand of Lady Der- 
vjlle, to lead her to the seat he just 
had arisen from ; hot her kdy^ip with 
recoiling Aflttfeur withdrew her hand, and 
tarning gravely to her grandaughter, she 



*• I must confess. Lady Meliora, I did 
not expect to find you in the drawing 
room, nor in sudh dose c<»afereirce with 
aaiy man wm in EDgland." 

Gajptaifl Hawk started, cbaniged colour, 
and walked towards a wiadow. Lady 
Barville continued^ — 

"Was it for this ira^g ^te d^Ue ymi 
exfcused yourself irmn ybw sacred^ttties, 
that Captain Hawk might mafc« ycju *he 
confident of hts passion for Miss Mayes, 
|»rhaps, or dome other friend of yours j 
M* vnu to make him YOurs irf-4nit hold! 
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ymfig ivies' Mctietsmuat sot be betrayed 
90 fimnecessarily ; -tiiierefpi^ I will not be 
iJbe trium|iet to prod^iiUa it." 

Q^ft^n Hawk atoll kept his face turned 
to the window, but his frame was visi* 
bly agitated ; a»d : Lady Meliora, after 
«A eflTort to i^eg^m her power of .articu- 
lation, said— 

<^ Indeed, grandmama, it was not for 
a QQnference of this nature I admitted 
iQapt^in Hawk : since, for my p^^rt, I placed 
that confidence in h^im before I ^ent to 
Richmond j but I received , him in your 
absence to answer a nojte hejsept to my 

£Oom ; as he had been ,ofie;rQd some tickets 

^ . . . ^ 

for the Royal Q$^ery for to->Q\orrow, and 
^khed to cpn^ult wi^h me uppn the num- 
ber our party might require." 

" Captain Hawk ;was extremely oblig- 
ing,'* responded jLady Derville ; ** but we 
shall not have pccasi^ to avail ourselves 
of his polite attention, ai» Lady Elstow.was 
kind enough to obtain for me as .many 
tickets as could be requisite/' 

Captam Hawk now muttering his great 

K 2 



196 ROSABELLA* 

concern at not being allowed the gfati* 
fication of being useful to her ladyships 
and casting a look of mingled upbraiding 
and despondence at Lady Meliora, hastily 
departed ; and Rosabella, believing it 
right to retire, and leave her two agitated 
friends to an unwitnessed conference,, was 
about to quit the room, when Lady Der- 
ville exclaimed — 

" Do not go my dear, until you make 
your acknowledgments to Lady Meliora 
Monson for the kind hoax she has wittily 
treated you with, in sending you as her 
embassadress to me, with pleasing com- 
munications of errors and perplexities she 
had involved herself in, and wished for my 
aid in extricating her from ; at the same 
time that they were a recreation, she had 
determined by no means to relinquish.** 

Lady Meliora flew to Lady Derville, 
threw her arms aipund her neck, and 
bursting into tears, sobbed out-r- 

" Lecture me ; reprobate my conduct 
as much as you think proper ; but do not— 
do not say I was insincere in the com- 
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mission I gave my dear Rosabella. I wa$ 
— I am serious in my wish to have this 
man discouraged/' 

'* Then, if sincere in this point," de- 
manded Lady Derville, a little softened 
from her high displeasure by her darling's 
tears — " why, after expressing your pru- 
dent intention of not being visible to him, 
until some line was marked out for you to 
recede by, and after orders had been 
issued to the domestics for not admitting 
any one, did I find him experiencing the 
unequivocal encouragement of a familiar 
tete a tSte with you ?" 

'' Oh ! grandmama, it was all occasion- 
ed by that beautiful note he sent me ; 
importuning to see me — and by my — 
indeed, I will conceal nothing from you 
and Rosa — by my having, just at the 
moment of its arrival, completed my 
toilet; and thinking, as I looked so un- 
commonly well, it would be a very great 
pity, * to blush unseen, and waste my 
sweetness on the desert air ;' so those two 
untoward circumstances conspired, to make 
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me at first waver, and then to break my 
prudent resolution/* 

'* I should like to see that note, I must 
own,*' said Lady Derville, " it .might lead 
me to form some idea of how far the man 
conceives he has met eneouragemient. 
Have you any objection: to my* reading 

itr 

^' None, grandmama ; although I fear 
you* wiU consideir it too foolishly tender, 
too romantically passionate, for: me to be 
80 pleased with it/' 

<< Oh! Meiiora!** exclaimed her agi- 
tated guardian, pale with alarm; '^ and is 
it possible you were drawn by a direct l6ve 
billet, a tender passdottttte- addrete, from 
your pmdent resohitioir^ into a^ Ute d tite 
with him ? This was indeed' encourage^ 
ment, tha;t muflttlead him to disbelieve my 
simple assertion of other attachmentr; or 
to believe that you are a jilt of the very 
first magnitude ; and most. lead me to con- 
chide the attachment, you proclaimed 
hating formed for Lc»d Montalbert^ an 
ideal one." 



" No, madam, no," eixcl^imed Lady 
Meliora, suddenly ceasing to weep, and 
clasping her hand^ with solemn energy ; 
** you wrong. my powers of discrimination 
by this belief; for^ firm as reats our fakh 
on Heaven^ so true, so tender, so- un» 
alienahlef is my a^fisction for Lord Mont# 
albert ; an4 so interwoven .. is ■, now my 
every hope , of happiness in my unipn with 
him, that could any thing . occur : tp over* 
throw that basis I have fwmed/ for my 
earthly felicity, you too soon would be 
fatally copviaoed oC< what an attacbment 
mine was/' 

*« WeH," said Lady Derville, teats 
trembling, ia her eyes,- at the horrible, so^ 
gestion of her,* in possibility, surviving 
her idol; ^^ I have pAm heard the heart 
of woman pronounced a puzzle, posing 
even the most sage philosophers to ex« 
pound; therefore, L cannot pretend to 
define bow the same heart can contain 
so devoted an attachment to one man, 
and find such resistless charms in the 
society of another ;— but this digression 
bas led me from my ol^ect of perusing 
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this attractive note ; which, like the notes 
of the Syren, drew you to the fatal shore 
possibly to meet destruction/* 

Lady Meliora turned to the chaise Ion- 
gue where they had been seated, to look 
for it; but there it was not, and after 
the most diligent search it could no where 
be found ; although Lady Meliora acknow- 
ledged she had brought it from her room, 
to ask Captain Hawk to tell her a^word she 
could not decipher, 

** Then it is plain," said Lady Derville, 
at length, " that he took it away with him j 
having reason, I conclude, for not wishing 
that his own hand-writing should rise in 
judgment against him, if a better specu- 
lation should cross his path. You, I trust, 
silly, infatuated girl ! have not committed 
yourself by ever addressing any thing in 
writing to him/' 

** I never had an opportunity, ma'am,'* 
returned Lady Meliora, dryly ; almost in- 
clined to indignant wrath with her grand- 
mother, for addressing to her so inap- 
plicable a term, as " silly girl." 

** That, at least, is fortunate; since 
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it would not facilitate your wishes relative 
to Lord Montalbert, to have the exact 
degree of encouragement you have given 
to Captain Hawk made a question before a 
jury. 

Lady Meliora^ blanching to the paleness 
of death at this suggestion, was just burst- 
ing into a flood of tears, when a loud 
sounding of the knocker rallied her spirits, 
by announcing the approach of visitors ; 
but, apprehending too many traces of re- 
cent agitation remained, not to dim the 
lustre of her irresistibility, she determined 
upon retreating to recover ; and, not wish- 
ing for a continuance of a theme she found 
so mortifying to her, as that of her own 
imprudence, forbade Rosa's accompanying 
her. 

The visitors proved to be Mrs. All- 
worthy and her three heiresses, attended as 
usual by Lord Derviile ; and scarcely were 
they all established in the drawing rootp, 
when Lady Wilemore and her three spe- 
culating-sources arrived. 

** Will you not all go to Hyde Park, 
to see how Bartholomew Fair looks upon 
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foyai gromidi" demanded her ladyships 
tbe moment ahe was seated; ** Kit where, 
pray, is tliat sweet and: lovely Lady Me^ 
liora^? I want to in^eigie bw to occa}^ a 
place in my carriage, which I shall make 
one oiP fiiy^ youny heroea mount the box to 
vaotfte. Nay^ why do^ yon lodk ha sborm^ 
edy Ned^ aw if you could) povsiUy fear 
goii^ aloft?'' : 

<^ But lie doea thou^^l' ndnmed: Mias 
Acres I ** alid who^eam wondei!^ when bis 
exaltation wiil remot»e him from the trains 
port 0f gOEing at the bramty^of beautie& 
Ohf wasc I but hQ]£ the, fathormr^ dwp 
in love wick this ^ ParagOMH^and by the 
way, you ^ wiilil have, both a ,Farago» and 
a Staj»dai<d/ cf Perf^tJbn in yonr family^ 
when Lady Meliora enters itf— this ParagoB 
of Beauty, as your ladyship assures us 
she i% I would play my brother Johnny 
a* slippy trick y and by a few manoeuvres 
of nautical skill, and a few broadsides 
of nautical coura^^ take the prise of their 
mutual speculation, and sail off with; it 
far my reward." 

^ N<^ that ifponld be the. stealthy 



ROSAB£I.]fA. 203 

maopeuvring of a privateer, not like the 
honourable attack of His Majesty's na.vy»'' 
said Lord Derville, smiling. ** Better 
give up the Helioca as a fprlorn hopi^^ 
a^ each brother chase the rich prizes 
under convoy of the Allworthy j and we 
shall see which proves the prowess oif 
the navy or the army most rapidly ex-* 
emplified." 

^' Dq not talk of the navy haying, the 
presomptipn tp make an attack upoi^ me,'' 
exclaimed Miss Acre9. 

Lady Meliora now believing herself s^ 
ficently restored to the. brilliancy, of full 
beauty, appeared^ to call £>rth the most 
unqualified i^luJation of Lsuly Wilemore^ 
and the most carefidly unv^led inuendoe^ 
of deep impressions made by her matchless 
charms upp9 certain y^mng heroes^ whp 
should be nameless ; and upon now repeat- 
ing her project for having s^ place in 
her carriage filled by the moat fascinating 
creature in existenpe, to the infinite sur- 
prise and chagrin of her grandmother. 
Lady Meliom promptly, and with ap- 
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parent pleasure/ acceded to the propo^ 
sition. 

" I thought,'* said Lady Derville, se- 
riously, " that yoii had determined not 
to go out to-day, lest the little indispo- 
sition you complained of might increase 
to the prevention of your attending th6 
:yite to-morrow." 

" But the day is so inviting, and the ofler 
so tempting, grandmama," replied Lady 
Meliora, with a coaxing smile j ** and I 
really think air will prove beneficial to 
me: at all events, you know it will im- 
prove my complexion for to-morrow." 

^' I had wished you to accompany Rosa 
and me to call upon Lady flowerdew, 
to whom I think that attention is due from 
you, had you not considered yourself too 
unwell to quit your room to-day.** 

Lady Meliora smiled resistlessly, pat- 
ted her grandmother's cheek playfully, 
and, as usual, was permitted to follow 
the impulse of her own inclinations ; and 
the Bryanstone Square party, attended 
by Lord Derville, set out for the park 
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at the same moment. Scarcely were 
they all departed, when Mrs, O'Dowd 
arrived in almost breathless dismay, to 
know if any of her honey friends would 
accompany her to Mansfield Street. 

*' For," she said, *' I am thrown by 
a note just received from Lady Flower- 
dew into the greatest consternation ; since 
her ladyship is to be of Her Majesty's 
party ; and therefore cannot comply with 
my request, for taking my Ravenswood 
beauties and myself under her auspices 
to-morrow evening; so I must lose no 
time in going to ask her ladyship, what 
we will do : for I by no means* choose 
to have Lady Wilemore for our ciceroni, 
to be throwing my paragons into shade, 
whilst she is exhibiting her owa ; and 
to be bringing us, my honey, to those 
spots — no matter whether stylish or 
otherwise— -where she can make most by 
us." 

Mrs. O'Dowd now hearing that Lady 
Derville and protigie were bound to 
the same port, it was sdon decided they 
should all go together. 
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They found Ladj Flowerdew at home^ 
aod, an unusual circumstancey alone ; Mrs* 
O'Dowd therefore lost not. one moflsent 
unnecessarily, ere she commenced her 
anxiously panted for consultation and in- 
quiries; to all of which her ladyship at- 
tended, and answered with the most 
gratifying courtesy; although she cast 
many an arch glance at Rosabella; and 
Lady Derville's wonder wais awakened^ 
at the complacent patience of her sister 
peeress. 

At length, through a resist^less ioipulse 
of charity to Lady Flowerdew, Lady Der- 
ville terminated this visit of interrogatioi^ ; 
and as her ladyship expressed anxie^ to 
reach' home, in hope of hearing from 
or seeing Mr. Monson, (who she con- 
duded, as he had imbibed such, a mania 
for beholding sights, would not fail to 
return for the fite^ they, in consequence^ 
proceeded back to Sloane Street. 

But no Charles, no account gf him 
awaited the expectations of his apxiotis 
grandmother ; and further to increase her 
uneasiness, after waitii^g diiuieir. a con-* 
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siderable time for Lady Meliora^ a iiot^ 
arrived from faer, to announce her bav^ 
ing been prevailed upon by Lady Wile^ 
moire to accompany her home to her fa^ 
mily dinner ; but to make amends for that 
desertion, they would all drink tea in 
Sloane Street. 

The 0*Dowds forming part of Lady 
Derville's dinner circle, they now sat 
down to their long protracted repast j and 
scarcely had they commenced it, when 
an express arrived, forwarded from Free- 
castle's to Captain 0*Dowd. 

** Well, I am sorry," he exclaimed, the 
moment he cast his eyes over the letter 
the express brought him, •* and must re- 
quest Lady Derville's permission to retire 
a few moments to reply to it. It is an 
apology, Dora, from Duncombe and Ne- 
ville, for not coming up to town to-night ; 
but the bride elect, Miss Neville, was 
taken so dangerously ill, that the cere- 
mony could not take place; and the 
whole family are in such a state of grief 
and distraction, that Neville of course 
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could not come; and Duncombe, al* 
though his heart is with us, cannot in 
common humanity quit his friend, whilst 
so afflicting a blow is pending over him" 
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CHAPTER XIIL 

Scarcely had our Sloane Street party 
re-established themselves in the drawing 
room, when Lady Wilemore, her Standards, 
and the recruit she now trusted she had 
enlisted for the captain of the troop, ar- 
rived to tea; and whilst this light beve- 
rage was going forward, Captain O'Dowd, 
after looking a few moments out of a 
window, said — 

" This is one of the most heavenly 
evenings I ever recollect seeing, in this 
circle of the globe ; and yet, I should not 
be in the least surprised to see rain fall 
heavily, ere twenty-four hours make their 
unvarying round." 

** Alermont ! is it mad you are, man ?** 
exclaimed Mrs. O'Dowd, looking ludi- 
crously dismayed, " or what is it can 
bewitch you, to talk such nonsense and 
stuff? Is it rain, my honey! when every 
thing is ready for the file V^ 
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** The regulators of this business seem 
to have observed the same prognostic 
in the clouds that you have, sir," said 
Captain Standard, " since every one was 
surprised at a notice being issued to-day, 
stating, ^ that in case of rain or unfa- 
vourable weather, a further postponement 
of the f^te must take place.' *' 

" Well," cried Mrs, O'Dowd, angrily, 
^* of all the cruel^ absurd, and atrocious 
notices that ever was issued, that was 
the most abominable* Why, it must have 
been the dire plot of some Jacobinical 
wretch, to throw a damp upon the loyal 
ardor of the public, and cause a hroviU 
lerie.'' 

** With whom, my dear?'* demanded 
Captain 0*Dowd, smiling archly, " With 
JBolus, as keeper of air-stores to the Prince 
Regent, and with — '* 

*^ And with you," interrupted Mrs. 
0*D6wd, now laughing at her own.aQger, 
•^ for your ill-natured, visionary prognos* 
tics. As well might they in China issue 
liotice, * that should a fall of snow take 
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place, the pastime of the emperor and 
cdart must be postponed.*'^ 

But, contrary to that genial state Mrs. 
Q'Dpwd had determined, the weather 
ot^ht-to renaain in for general accommo- 
dation, arose the succeeding morning, for 
dense was the atmosphere, ; and the' heavy 
clouds ' showered down their humid bur* 
den ; Mrktle many a female heart arose that 
mortringr^s heavy as the clouds, and wept 
large drops! in unisoh. 

Ladj MeUora was overwhelmed by dis- 
may, when the impetuous Betty bwst into 
henroj9m;t6 awake her; and with dplorous 
clamor proclaimed, *^ it was raining cats 
and dogs ;'' but Rosabella endeavoured to 
eonsolfe herj With that comfort , to be de- 
rived from yet looking forward to pleasure 
only suspeirded. This however would not 
answer ; Lady Meliora declared postponed 
pleasures either never took place, or else 
when arrived, wearied with protracted an- 
ticipation, nothing answered your expecta- 
tionsu 

Our heroine with a smile inquired, 
how her friend^ so new to pleasure^ 
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had found experience of what she affirm* 
ed. But Lady Meliora did not require 
any experience to convince her it roust 
be so ; for she knew it was so ; and so 
it remained for Rosa, whose next attempt 
at consolation was attended with better 
success : — for venturing at a " may be it 
may clear up/* proved so consonant to the 
wishes of her ladyship, that instantly she 
adopted this hypothesis as the prophetic 
augury of the Delphic Oracle j and in 
the altered accent of soothing hope, she 
exclaimed— 

" Oh ! I am certain it will clear up j 
for although the rain falls heavier than 
when Betty opened the shutters, and it 
is grown considerably thicker and dark- 
er, yet I really think these are rather 
auspicious omens than otherwise : — and 
more than all, because you are going 
to the ftte\ and you are always so 
lucky." 

The post of this morning brought an 
excuse from Mr. Sternham to his patroness, 
for his protracted absence, through the 
dangerous state he had found his friend iI^ 
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whom, although certainly better, he thought 
it would be unkind yet to leave ; but 
impolitic was' the term the speculating 
gentleman ought to have used, since 
his friend was rich, and had no heir 
at law. 

But no letter, no intelligence arrived in 
any form from Mr. Monson, to the dire 
alarm and affliction of his grandmother, 
and to the extreme distress of Rosa, whose 
uneasiness relative to him was painfully 
augmented by having been allowed no 
opportunity yet of putting her design 
of writing to him into execution; and 
thus a degree of self-upbraiding rested 
on her mind, for knowing even the 
little he had confided to her, and de- 
vising nothing to aid him in his per- 
plexities. 

Ere breakfast was ended, Captain 
O'Dowd was announced, who on enter- 
ing, said-^ 

^* I am come to implore an asylum 
from the inclemency of the weather; 
having been turned out, like a dog, by 
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my better half^ whom :I have left in 
hysterics," 

'^ Hysterics !*' repeated all 'the ladies^ in 
alarm and commiseration. 

" Ay, is not that what you call it, when 
ladies are laughing and crying alternately? 
for she has been in those diversified parox- 
ysms the ' whole morning ; and the ludi^ 
crous rem she has made with the whole 
household at Freecastle^s has proved a 
delicious treat to me, who like to see 
her enthusiasms in action ; every waiter in 
the house scudding about in different di* 
rectioos for her ; some in the purchase 
of various almanacks ; others engaged upon 
consultation with barometers within doors; 
others out on the same service at every 
f^tacian's €hop in the neighbourhood; 
others taking the sense of the ^weather* 
wise, upon the important question ; whilst 
more were sentenced to an observatory on 
the house top, to watch for every variation 
that could portend a favourable change 
in the politics of the clouds ; — for I assure 
you, they were politically a&cted upon 



the occasion ; since it was all tk rough the 
incantations of some vile Jacobinical re- 
bels, that our evening^s expectation of 
loyal amusement has been demolished; 
and upon the solemn acquiescence of Mrs* 
Dolittle, upon the evident treason in ope*, 
ration, my risibility became so uncon- 
trollable, that then my fiat for a turn«^ 
out was pronounced. But even in Madam 
Dora's ire against me, the gipsy was alive 
to how she could play upon my good- 
nature; and so she commissioned me to 
eatreiit you, Miss Frederick, to have com«- 
pasition upon her, and cdme in the car- 
riage, which will arrive in an hour's time^ 
to -a consultatito upon some of the most 
important business that ever came before 
Deliberation and sage Wisdom to decide 
updn." 

The carri^e in due time arrived for the 
conveyance of Rosabella to Mrs. O'Dowd $ 
whom she found overwhelmed with the 
most amusing species of whimsical dis- 
tress, at the inauspieious appearance of 
the weather: but- as very shortly ibis 
began to clear, she began to brighten 
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and to find spirits for commencing that 
important consultation she had summoned 
Rosa to^ and which was, to advise with 
her, upon what she should, ought, or 
might venture to put on, in the diffe- 
rent gradations of fineness the day might 
turn to ; — '^for as to her grand dress, made 
up at Lady Flowerdew's prime dress- 
maker's, in the highest style of elegance 
and fashion, expressly for the occasion, 
that could not be risked in uncertainty ;" 
but dress after dress was laid out for 
inspection by Mrs. Doliltle — who, on this 
occasion, seeme4 very inaptly discrimi- 
nated by her paternal nomenclature — 
in different degrees of value, to suit the 
peril they might be exposed to ; and so, 
as the day brightened, the least in esteem 
received its mandate for disappearance j 
until at length, by the time poor Rosa 
was granted her release, all had been 
withdrawn from the brightening rays of 
the sun, save the paragon of taste, ele- 
gance, and fashion ; but as our heroine 
was about to depart, she . received her 
fee, for patient attendance on so critical 



ROSABELLA. ^17 

\ ft 

a consultation, by Mrs. O'Dowd playfully 
twirling round her a beautiful silk scarf, 
to keep her from cold in the night ain 

Lord Derville most unexpectedly at* 
tended the dinner circle of his grandmo-^ 
ther this day ; for ever since his addresses 
to Miss Vandelure had received the un- 
equivocal sanction of the young lady her- 
selfy he had either dined at Mrs. AUwor- 
thy's-~to whom a recompense was accessi- 
ble—or at a neighbouring coffee-house, 
with his friend Mr. Foxcraft ; as even the 
distance of Sloane Street he found too great 
from the spot of his devotion. 

Lady Derville soon perceived a cloud 
of care upon her grandson's brow ; and 
such an unusual appearance at once awak« 
enecl a fearful apprehension of some alarm- 
ing intelligence of the truant Charles ; and 
the moment the domestics withdrew from 
attendance, she implored his lordship to 
impart, without reserve or delay, all he 
had heard of his brother. 

" 1 have heard nothing whatever of my^ 
brother. Ma'am,'* he replied ; " but I 
have heard from Mr. Van Trompe, who 

VOL. IV. L 
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in a most extraordinary, unexpected^ and 
unjustifiable manner, flatly ifefuses his con- 
sent to my imion mth his ward ; and, 
what do you think the puppy grounds his 
unTanquisImfale objections upon ? Why, 
truly, upon my being an Irish peer; and 
that Miss Vanddure, from her immense 
-wealth, is entitled to an alliance with one 
of the first nobles of our land. Louisa has 
been weeping bitterly over this rejection ; 
and faith, I have been almost ready to 
pistol myself, since Mr. Van Trompe was 
out of the reach of my aim at him ; 
although that good-natured poor fellow, 
Foxcraft, has be^ striving to comfort us 
^ both with a view of our resource at Gret* 
na Oreen, if the rascal, upon further im- 
portunity, proves inexorable : but I must 
be pretty certain she is not a ward in 
Chancery, ere I adopt that alternative. 
And besides, as Foxcraft suggests, I might 
find a difficulty in ascertaining exactly the 
extent of Louisa's property, to make ade- 
quate settlements, without her guardian's 
consent and aid ; since an immense part of 
it is vested in Holland j there not being, he 



is pretty certain, much above one hundred 
and sixty thousand pounds in this country : 
however^ if he can find out for me tl^^ 
reality of that sum being in our funds here^ 
I shall run my risk of what further she 
may possess ; and she is generously com 
tented to hare her settlement arranged bj 
that comparativdy small portion. But bow- 
ever, notwithstanding we have this re« 
source of a Caledonian expedition to com* 
fort uHy poor Louisa has got so bad a bead- 
ache, through weeping and f^'ettmg over 
this most ungracious letter^ that Mrs. A^* 
worthy persuaded her to give up seeing, 
the ascent of the balloon, but to go lie oq 
her bed until the time for attending the 
latter exhibitions of tix^ eva^iing ; and this 
arrangement caused my being able to dine 
at home." 

In sympathetic condolence with his 
lordship, and reprobation of Mr. Van 
Trompe, our party passed their time until 
the carriage was announced, to convey 
Lord Derville and Lady Meliora, after 
their purposely early dinner, to accomp^;j5 
the O'Dowds, to behold the ascent c^ tifq 

L 2 
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Adventurous aeronaut from before the 
Queen*s Palace, an exhibition which Ro- 
sabella declined attending, since neither 
aSbction nor duty would permit her leav- 
feg' her benefactress for such a number of 
hours alone, to brood over all her painful 

4 

alarms relative to Mr. Monson ; and no 
entreaty had been able to prevail upon 
her ladyship, to venture into the parks for 
aiiy moment of the revels. 
• In due time Lord Derville and his sister 
returned, to get some tea ; and the latter 
to make improvement in her appearance, 
as she feared her toilet had been injudi- 
ciously arranged since she had failed to 
Attract all eyes from the balloon ; although 
with much exultation she proclaimed to 
her grandmother and Rosa, " That one of 
the royal dukes had riveted his attention 
exclusively on her, as long as the perpe- 
tual motion of Lord DexviWes Jidgetting 
propensity allowed her to remain in his 
ii>yal highnessVview." ' 

' At length Lord Derville and his lovely 
diiarge set out for Albemarle Street, since 
Freecas tie's was the rallying point for 
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the party to assemble} where on tbeir 
arrival they found Lady Wilemore and her 
Standards unfurled for conquest, in high 
impatience for " the gathering ;" — next ap- 
peared the legions from Bryanstone Squar^ 
reinforced by Mr. Foxcraft, Mrs. AUwof;- 
thy's hopeful son, an^ an elderly gentle- 
man, suspected to be a favourite WQOer 
.of the stately cJiaperon of Bryanstone 
Square j and as they were all collected in 
the hall to sally forth, they encountered 
Captain Hawk, led by good generalship 
to that station in the accurate moment; 
when Lord Derville, knowing not of any 
interdiction tb the measure, inlisted him 
amid their forces ; but as Lady Meliora 
was provided with an escort in Mr. Ed- 
ward Standard, he could not then succeed 
in his management to obtain a place in her 
suite. 

But Captain Hawk lost little advantage 
by not succeeding in his wished-for station 
at this moment, since her ladyship wa$ in 
no very favourable disposition towards any 
of her party j for having just beheld the 
constellation of stSLV^ assembled at her 
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Majesty's dinner, she now felt most sensiblj 
the want of consequence in the men col- 
lected around her,— her own brother the 
only man of rank amongst them ; and 
nothing could she find as a palliative for 
the painful mortification of her pride, ia 
liaving Lady Meliora Monson, the greatest 
l>eauty of the age, escorted by an insigni- 
ficant half-pay lieutenant, but the oppor- 
tune recollection of Lady Wilemore being 
an honourable, and Mr. Standard being 
her sister^s son, so that consequently his 
grandfather had been a peer. However, 
still she felt great cause for indignation 
against her brothers, for not having con- 
trived to form acquaintance suited to theii* 
rank ; since her younger brother appeared 
to have formed intimacies with those whose 
names he had been ashamed to own; 
whilst the elder had only added to his 
store a vulgar Irishman, who proclaimed 
the rabble race he had sprung from, every 
time he rashly committed himself by arti- 
culation. And now she rejoiced exceed- 
ingly, that the fiat of the initiated Lady 
Howerdew was against their exhibiting 
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t;heur p/>verty of coimexion in the Royal 
Grallery^ to proclaim to 1^ Iriih fioble^e^ 
who had seen her presented at the court 
of Dublin, how unsuitable was die sphere 
she was degraded to move in. 

The aid of carriages had been deemed 
superfluous, since the short distance they 
should be permitted to go in them ren- 
dered them almost useless for convey- 
ance; and as there were nine ladies and 
only eight gentlemen of the party. Cap- 
tain O'Dowd kindly undertook the care 
of our heroine, — who, portionless as she 
was, attracted none of the speculators 
around her, — with his wife: for which 
attention Rosa was most grateful ; since 
although she was suffering no pang of 
wounded pride, she felt many through 
coward apprehension ; as the immensity of 
the multitude they had to encounter 
greatly appalled her, who had been rear- 
ed in almost total solitude, as something 
awfully terrific. But soon experiencing the 
multitude in good humour is not like a 
formidable torrent of raging waters, her 



I- 



224 



noSABELLA. 



apprebensions shortly were calmed^ and, 
with the O'Dowds, she began to seek 
amusement through an indefatigable use 
of her optic powers. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

I 

As we cannot suppose our readers in ig- 
norance of any thing relative to the fdte^ 
held in the parks of the British metropolis, 
on the First of August 1814, in comme- 
moration of manifold events, we shall not 
weary them with any attempt at a descrip- 
tion of a scene, we merely take them to 
as one necessary to our present narrative, 
since there one of the principal incidents 
of our history occurred. 

Rosabella paced the gay scene in every 
different promenade, or became the sta- 
tionary observer, according as the fancy 
of her party willed it ; but at length, Mrs. 
O'Dowd — who was no candidate for pe- 
destrian fame — finding that bodily fatigue 
could be experienced even in fairy land, 
was suddenly seized with conviction, that 
it would be a necessary compliment to 
seek out the children of Lady Flowerdew, 
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and sit a quarter of an hour with them. 
Accordingly her husband and Rosa accom- 
panied her to the Royal Gallery, where 
they promptly found them, and Mrs* 
O'Dowd the accommodation which she 
sought. 

Lord Belford and Lady Frances had 
\}ettx wild to walk into St. James's Park, 
to obtain a closer view of the attractive 
Chinese bridge and the pagoda ; but Miss 
Lorrain had feared to indulge their wish. 
Yet now, as Captain O'Dowd assured her 
no danger whatever could result from a 
compliance with their desire, and offered 
himself to take charge of them, if she 
would take charge of his better half dur* 
ing his absence ; she assented to their 
venturing. Mary Lorrain also wishing 
to form one of this pedestrian party, 
Rosa offered to accompany her, and they 
immediately sallied forth j the two chil- 
dren in the convoy of Captain O'Dowd, 
the two young ladies under the protection 
of Lord Kowerdew's private secretary, 
Mn Conway. 

About half an hour before Mrs. O'Dowd 
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voted for an adjournment to the Royal 
Gallery, her trio had been separated, by 
tome temporary pressure amid the throng, 
from the remainder of their party j and 
had not afterwards been able to effect a 
junction; therefore as our heroine now 
proceeded towards the canal, she nftttu^ 
rally glanced her eyes in every direction, 
in search for her beloved Meliora,— *not 
certainly in alarm at their separation, but 
in anxiety for their reunion. But in- 
stead of these eager Ranees encounter* 
ing her whom they sought, or any of the 
fugitive party, she sucUenly behdd those, 
whom of all the world she expected leMt 
to see there — Mr. Trench and £gremontr<-> 
not the Egremont overpowered by horror 
and distress she had last beheld him, but 
in all the brilliant bloom and animation 
of health and happiness ; on whose arm 
familiarly hung a young female of uncom- 
mon loveliness, elegantly attired, and to 
whom his attention was wholly devoted at 
the moment, listening to what she was 
uttering with the most intense interest. 
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and a countenance beaming with affec- 
tionate admiration. 

To the prompt apprehension of the 
dismayed Rosabella this lady stood con- 
fessed as the mysterious cause of their 
sudden heart-trending separation ; and 
with this belief a pang, stunning to every 
faculty, shot through her anguished bo- 
isom ; and whilst endeavouring at articu- 
lation, to inform her companion she was 
not well, she fell, bereft of sense and 
power, against Mr. Conway, who, unpre- 
pared for such an event, saved her not 
from sinking to the ground, although he 
did effect the prevention of her fall from 
being a serious one. 

The wild shriek of Mary Lorrain, as in 
the first moment of dismayed apprehension 
she cried out, *' 1She is dead," naturally 
attracted the humane as well as the 
curious. Amongst the former Egremont's 
' party were induced to pause ; and as they 
were hearing it re-echoed through the 
multitude, " that a young lady had sud- 
denly expired,'' Egremont obtained a view 
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of tbe inanimate form of Rosabella, now 
raising up by Mr. Conrway to convey into 
one of the adjacent tents; when instantly 
giving his companion to the care of Mr, 
Trench, he almost franticly rushed amid 
the throng surrounding her, snatched her 
to his own arms, and bore her to a tent, 
followed by the terrified Mary and the 
amazed Mr. Conway, who believed nothing 
less than some aeronaut knight had flown 
off with his lovely burden. 

In this tent Egremont procured every 
requisite for the restoration of our he- 
roine's suspended faculties, and every 
prompt assistance from the persons as* 
sembled around them. At length these 
anxioiXs exertions for her recovery were 
attended with success, and Rosa unclosed 
her eyes to behold those of Egrernqpt 
riveted upon her face, with an intensifry 
of ardent solicitude, that instantly reclosed 
her senses in suspension ; when Mary 
Lorrain, in full conviction that this relapse 
was mortal, fell into the most distressing 
hysterics, which at once called off every 
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attention of Mr Conway to her» for whom 
he felt a more than common interest. 

Very shortly Rosabella again revived, and 
i¥ith this re-animation came more firm-* 
Jiess, for she now beheld the agonized gaze 
of Egremont without the subjugation of 
her faculties. 

In those well remembered tones, so 
familiar to her ears at Myrtle's Town, 
Egremont now inquired how she found 
herself; and although the thrilling tender* 
ness, With which they vibrated through her 
hearty seemed laden with hope and com* 
fort's balms, the still painfully recollected 
look he had beamed on his lovely com- 
panion gave to her reply accents so chil- 
lingly reserved, that the electrified Egre- 
mont changed his position in an agony of 
dismay, to one in which he could speak 
to her without being overheard. 

" Rosa, in mercy, tell me,** he lowly 
articulated, ^^ what has arisen to change 
thus cruelly your manner to me ? — What 
has been the dreadful cause of your tor- 
turing silence, when Mn Trench conveyed 
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to you,— the to me joyful conviction of 
every impeding barrier to our union being 
happily removed,-— or rather, that nonoj 
most providentially, had ever existed.'* 

In this . otherwise most happy intelli- 
gence was lost the expected clew to the 
discovery of her mother; and Rosa, in 
this moment of oppressive feeling, became 
so pale, and her agitation appeared so 
alarming, that Egremont in dismay flew 
for a glass of water, a few sips of which 
ensd>Ied her to articulate, ^^ that no letter 
from Mr. Trench had reached her hand }'^ 
but now, repentant of her unfounded jea» 
lousy, she felt ashamed to revert to the 
cause of h^ altered manner. . 

** No letter reached you!*' he softly 
whispered ; " Mr. Sternham then inter- 
<:epted it ; and, in his inexplicable anxiety 
to divide us, left you to the belief, I 
thought not of your feelings in my ab- 
sence ; and your natural conviction of my 
delinquency has led you to this torturing 
reception of me. — But this is not a place 
my nowi — I trust — own Rosa, to enter upon 
many explanations that I pant to — not that 
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I could yet become, — in short, there is yet 
one circumstance I wish not to reveal to 
you, until I have fulfilled an appointment 
at some distance in the country, which I 
am called to attend to-morrow ; and after 
which the power will be mine of becoming 
perfectly explicit upon every point con- 
nected with our late agonizing separation : 
and 'this essential measure I wished to ac- 
complish before I sought my Rosa, who 
from Gore I heard was in London ; and 
now I have found you, Oh, how torturing 
becomes this engagement, that must tear 
tne from you until Thursday! But, tell 
me, where then shall I find you ?*' 

" At Lady Derville's, in Sloane Street." 
** Oh ! how cruel is thus meeting first 
in public! But, who — who forms your 
party here to-night ? Any of the Ravens- 
wood family?*' 

** Lord Derville and Lady Meliora,'* 
she replied. 

" My Rosa, my adored Rosa !^' he said 
hastily, and with a change in manner in- 
dicative of some unpleasant embarrassment, 
<* circumstances — which shall all be satis- 
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factorily explained to you on Thursdayi 
compel the necessity, — at least awaken my 
wish, to avoid the recognition of any of the 
Ravenswood family, until I return. from 
my excursion j when you, I trust, will 
present me to them as the most enviable 
of maiikiDd:-but BOW, ~ now, alas! I 
must leave you, lest I should encounter 
them. Yet, do you think I may venture 
to quit you ?-^to inflict upon myself, Rosa, 
the a^ony of leaving you ? — ^for it is agony 
to me ; and, after such a dreadful, dread- 
fi^l parting, to meet in public, and 
be compelled so soon again to sepa- 
rate.'* ■. '. "f * ■•. 

'* I am well,— quite perfectly well,**, re- 
sponded. Rosa, struggling with all her 
powers to summon sufficient self-possession 
to yield her the preservation of a dignified 
composure, since this inexplicable inco<« 
herence in Egremont's manner, and too 
evident anxiety to . escape from her, filled 
her bosom with a painful degree, of per- 
plexity, difficult to sustain ; since suspicion 
was again aw.ajken^d, torturing to her ten- 
derly attached heart, and which faith in 
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his honour, streBiuoiisiy combated to over- 
throw; 

The alarm of Mary Lorrain having beea 
removed by the recovery of Rosabella^ her 
terrible agitation soon subsided } and she 
approached the trembling Rosa, to know 
how she foand herself And now, eveijr 
possibility of any further partrcolar conver- 
sation being thus terminated^ Egremont 
became visibly impatient to depart, ^^ to 
send,'^ he said, ^* an old and attached 
friend of Miss Frederick's, to find the joy* 
ful surprise of meeting hen" 

^^ I conditde it is Mr. Trench yon 
allude to," said the agitated RosabeUa, 
with the utmost difficulty suppressing a 
rising flow of tears, at this ill boding im- 
patience to fly from her, in the moment 
of liieeting after such a direful parting : — 
^* and should he kindly take the trouble 
of seeking me, let him direct his pursuit 
to the Royal Gallery, whither I think, ij 

Miss Lorrain, we had better immediately 
proceed, to lull any apprehension that may 
be awakened by our long protracted ab- 



sence." 
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•'But are you sure, quite sure, you are 
equal to the task of walking thither, after 
«uch an indisposition?'^ demanded Egre* 
ttiont, in a tone,, and with a look of tender 
Bolicitudey calculated to hanish every paini^ 
ful ^>ubt. 

•* Perfectly/' Rosa said ; and he pro- 
nounced his adieu in tones and language 
suited to meet the ear of observant audi- 
tors, but accompanied by a glance and 
pressure, of the hand that spoke the ten* 
derness of his feelings towards her. As he 
rapidly darted from the tent, Rosa, gazing 
after the retreating form, that seemed but 
the momentary phantom c^ a pleasing 
vision, saw him suddenly Start; and in 
seeking the cause of this involuntary mo* 
tion, she found it sympathetic, since 
amongst the stationary spectators at the 
tent door she beheld the now ever to her 
appalling form of Mr. Sternham, who sn 
the moment of her rec<^ition of him 
disappeared. 

The feelings of Rosabella were in so 
amazed a state, that to concentrate her 
thoughts to any one point seemed an utter 
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impossibility ; and still she almost doubted 
the reality of having beheld and conversed 
with Egremont, and heard from him that 
all impeding barriers to their union were 
removed ; nor still could scarcely believe 
it any thing but delusion, and that in the 
varying fancy of a dream, a transit from 
happiness to misery had been effected by 
tile spectral form of Mr. Stemham. 
] Mary Lorrain, whefa retracing the foot- 
steps of Captain O'Dowd and his young 
charge .towards the Pagoda, had beheld 
amid the multitude Mr. Monson, with a 
most beautiful young woman leaning oq 
)iis arm; and^ a^. about the same moment 
our herokie had fainted, she naturally con- 
cluded she had beheld him also ; and, un- 
der the firm belief cherished by her sister 
and herself, of Rosabella's attachment to 
Mr. MoBSQU, drew her conclusion of the 
cause of this sudden suspension of faculty. 
Hence her beholding visible traces of emo- 
tion and abstraction of manner awakened 
no astonishment, whilst it silenced in- 
quiries that might have been distressing ; 
and only with a pitying, not a scrutinizing 



\ 



ROSABELLA* 23? 

eye, Mary regarded her companion, as she' 
inquired, was she indeed yet equal to re< 
turning to the gallery ? 

Rosabella's swoon having been the effect 
of emotion, not indisposition, her subse-* 
quent recovery was therefore, more rapid 
and complete ; and her anxiety to reach a 
spot where she . might hope to converge 
with Mr. Trench, and have her painful 
doubts removed, lent her ability to attempt 
her return, even sooner than otherwise she 
might have possibly done. But a discharge- 
of a^rtillery having announced the grand 
display of fireworks in the Green Park 
about to commence, the difficulty was con-^ 
siderably increased of the progress of Mr. 
Conway and his timid companions, by the. 
rushing of the multitude towards the scene 
of action ; so that much of the pyrotechi- 
nical performance had been exhibited be- 
fore their arrival at the gallery, where 
Rosa found Mr. Trench anxiously awaiting 
her. 

For some moments, little more than 
their meeting cordial greetings found op* 
portunity to pass between our heroine and 
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her revered friend, in consequence of the 
mimerous inquiries of how they lost Cap- 
tain O'Dowd, &c. &c. When at length 
Mr. Trench could venture to pour any 
thing, into her attentive ear, she had every 
doubt removed of the constancy of her 
lover, and the necessity of his quitting 
town the subsequent day, and his painful 
infliction of tearing himself from her, to 
avoid the recognition of his Irish neigh- 
bours, confirmed: but the causes of these 
two painfully necessary measures Mr. 
Trench left unexplained ; while he assured 
her, that all would be satisfactorily ac* 
counted for, after their important visit 
to the country; when he, as Egremont's 
ambassador, was to lay his suit in proper 
form before Lady Derville, in defiance 
of the impeding machinations of Mr. Stern- 

ham. 

The blushing, agitated Rosabella, now 
importuned Mr. Trench to absolve her 
from that promise of secrecy to Lady Der- 
ville, upon the subject of Egremont's 
attachment, which long had tortured her 
with the upbraidings of her heart, for 
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distqgenuoo8 Pe9erve to her beloved be- 
nefactress; and Mr. Trench made her 
happy> by the removal of the interdict 
to her ivished confidence, provided she 
found no cause on the morrow for further 
apprehension from the arts and malice 
of Mr. Sternham, who had unfortunately 
seen Egremont with her. 

Lady Meliora had, during the long ab^ 
sence of our heroine from Mrs. O'DoWvi, 
ventured into the Royal Gallery, to in- 
quire for her friend ; and becoming weary 
of standing so long to view the fireworks, 
condescended to return to obtain a seat; 
and to the surprise of Rosabella, appeared 
under the sole protection of Captain Hawk; 
who seemed equally dispirited as his beau* 
tiful companion ; who, the more she beheld 
of the constellation of rank assembled at 
the Queen's House, the more discontented 
she became at her own mortifying insignifi. 
cance; and the more determined to appear 
no more to public view, until she had con- 
trived to find her station in her natural sphere ; 
from whence, by the mismanagement of 
her relatives, she found herself excluded. 
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. As it had ever been the custom of Ladj 
Meliora, to impart all her little chagrins 
to the ear of .her sympathizing friend^ 
she now made her way to Rosa, to tell her 
all the discontents that disturbed the sere- 
nity of her bosom, to the entire destruc- 
tion of her conference with her reverend 
friend, whom Lady Meliora never before 
had seen, since indisposition had pre- 
vented his attending the jubilee : and 
amongst her ladyship's causes for murmur 
was, having been compelled even gladly 
to accept the protecting arm of Captain 
Hawk, when deserted by every one beside ; 
since even Mr. Edward Standard had — 
after all his aunt's declarations of his un- 
bounded admiration of her — suddenly ab- 
sconded from her to a conference with 
Miss Jones, Miss Acres, and Mrs. AH- 
worthy's son, and had never after made 
an attempt to rejoin her to apologize for 
his abrupt dereliction. 
. The moment Lady Meliora had made 
her lamentations to Rosabella, her wish 
for continuing in the gallery terminated ; 
and every disadvantage of remaining there, 
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td be particularized and vidgarized, as not 
being'of her Majesty's party, recurred' t6 
her tortured imagination. At fengtli,^ ifi 
defiance of every feeling of fatigue, she 
would sally down to the lawn, and insisted 
upon Rosa's being her companion ; but 
soon our heroine found she was only to be 
nominally so, as the moment they* reached 
the lawn, her ladyship pushed forward 
with Captain Hawk, leaving Rosa to" a 
*^fc d tite conference with Mr. Trench. 
Scarcely had they benefited by this manoeu- 
vre of the wily captain's, when the cry 
of fire from the melancholy accident of 
the pagoda occasioned so great a tumult, 
through the multitude rushing to the ter- 
rific scene of conflagration, that a com- 
plete separation was effected, by an im- 
mense throng rapidly and ^ impfetiioiiisly . 
intervening between Rosa sind her im- 
prudent friend ; and ere our heroine had* 
time to observe the magnitude of this 
intervention^ Egreniorit in tremulous agi* 
tation caught her hahd, in thei moment 
he obtained. a post by her side. 
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" ^^fy Ro«ip-«T^y npw, I .firmly, trust-*-^ 
<^Yi|^ R?^ 1," he softly wbispetcid?**" this 
jf^omf^qf vjnobq^n^e^ ^oference^ is more 
happin^s^ thati> I ii^d dared to hope for, 
^thq^g}rw9ttcbtqg f^ic it wifcb all the ieager 
2|^3qietji- jtii io^portanc^ ioi my peace cool^ 
awalf^Qi^-fpr when eoitipeUed by the af> 

bitrafj; Cfiieity o^ existing circuiristancBSt 
to tear myself from my beiov.ecj, even in 
thermoment of her indbposkton, I took 
my station amid the crowd, where, from 
amb^sh I could behold you ; I saiw?^ there- 
foT^f youiT d;e3ceiit from the gallery with 
your ^ur. ^ietui to mingle wttth the pe- 
de$|rians, and have beeii the retracer of 
your abepqf hither^ and now, ray Rosav 
in thi% ^3^ .moment- of anaiouB confe- 
lenpe, ^fl^d^ m^ tett me^f^dhtl tell me» 
youi are. unqbai^^d/" 

'^u% a; very few more sentences of the 
iii09|t t^ad^il impoct had ^wed from the 
lips pf.]g!gri^mfint, warm tfrom. his: devotedly 
att4ph?d;he^l;.; (audi tinadly i^cpHedt^l^ 

* 

the ^Imhiqg, .agitated HdsidbeUa, ivbe^ 
Mr. Trench BuddanW; exclaimed^ 



<* My friend, I grieve to wrest you from 
yoiir present bapj^ness ; but IL«ord DerViUe 
Appr4>acfae8«'' 

Egremont had only time to murnlur ouf » 
<^ Hovr cruel V* and to press the hand c( 
his heart's consecrated idol, in the iBdment 
of his piecipitate retreat; and Rosa, ^ 
she s%hed at his departure, to wonder why 
it should he necessary j when Lord DerWlle 
and Miss Vandelure stood before l^et^ his 
lord^ip exclaimiitg^*- 

** For Heaven's sak^, can you give us 
any intelligence of Miss Jones and Miss 
Acrea^ as Mirs. AUworthy iis in an agony 
relative to tbem^ since she fears their hav- 
ing been persuaded by Mr. Standard and 
her son, with whom* she last saw the q1i 
to go into the pagoda ; and if so, the con- 
sequence may indeed be fiital.'' 

^* Of that apprehensiosi I certainly catt 
relieve Mrs. AUworthy,** said Rosa, " for 
not many minutes before the cry of fire 
reached my ears, I saw that identical 
p^y hastening through the crowd to- 
wards PiccadUl;.'^ 

M 2 
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r Lor4 Derville^ and Miss Vandeiure now 
exchanged glances replete Vfith meaning. 

*^ It is not possible/' exclaimed Miss 
Vandeiure, "that you really think Mr. 
Foxcraft's suspicion well fduiided/' . • 

" It is really, possible," replied bis lord- 
ship; '^ FoKcraft is a shrewd observer; 
and in one moment he pronounced the 
panic of Lady Wileinore and Dame All- 
worthy, for the possible catastrophe at- 
tendant upon this fire to their respective 
i*elatives, inimitable acting; but come, 
Louisa, let us hie to tell the frantic parents, 
the fate of their hopefuls need not be 
sought for through, the priestess of py- 
romancy ; nor through any priest, but that 
of Gretna Green celebrity," 

Having now, to all appearance, lost every 
trace of Lady Meliora in the throng that 
had turned its torrent toward the blazing 
pagoda, Rosa had begun with her reve- 
rend companion to retrace her footsteps to 
the Royal Gallery, as the place of rendez* 
vous most likely for her truant friend 
to find her, when Lady Meliora suddenly 
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emerging from a stationary masB of specta-^ 
t(Ors, V and- still accompanied by the ' wily 
Captaia Hawk, flew • to Rosa in evident 
agitatioTi) and with a tremulous 'gj'Q/sp 
seized her arm as shefalteringlycarticu-) 
iated — /, . / . - 

s > 

** Rosa, we must instantly go home." 

Our terrified heroine, gazing on the 

countenance of her friend to learn the 

cause of such unusual perturbation, found 

her terrors augmented by the expression 

• 

there portrayed ; and now,- to. her tenderly 
anxious inquiries if illness had assailed her,' 
could only obtain the response of—** no, 
no/' from her ladyship; whilst Captain 
Hawk proclaimed his belief, that alarm 
from the cry of fire, and the itnpetupus 
press of the multitude rushing to the scene 
of conflagration, had proved too. much for 
her. • 

Yes, yes,*' faltered I^dy Meliora, 
the scene has altogether proved too 
much for me, and I am anxious to fly from 
it; so I think, — I believe 1 had better 
proceed to the Gallery as fast as I am able^ 
and there endeavour to rally my spirits j 
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wb^Bt there are aome arrangentents kindlj 
floiide for ccmveying me to Sloane Street*'^ 

Accordingly her ladyship, pale, tremb- 
Ijog, and "riiritb diflkulty combating a flow 
of tears, turned her faltering steps towards 
the Royal Gallery, tenderly supported by 
the alarmed Rosabella, anxiously by Cap- 
tain Hawk, and kindly accompanied by 
Mr. Trench ; who, when they reached the 
gay structure they sought, and Rosa had 
answered his inquiry of whether he could 
be Useful by a negative, bade her an 
affectionate adieu ; as he said Egremont's 
^ter was compelled to go home early 
to her young nursling ; and that he and 
Egremont having arranged to set out on 
thek expedition at dawn of day, they 
too were anxious to get home ; and more 
particularly, as there stood an interdicting 
barrier to Egremont's taking his station 
near her. 

Mt Treqch now departed, and the agi-^ 
tated Rosa hastened after her still more 
agitatied friend, who placed herself in the 
Qiost obscure spot in the Gallery, and lean- 
ing her head against the wall of it, drew 



her veil over her face, to shade that as 
much as possible from annoying obser- 
vation, whilst she dispatched Captain Hawk 
to tell the 0*Dowds-^Whl^ were seated at' 
some distance from her — ^* she wanted to 
goliome*^* 

Tiie agftation 6f L^y Meliorft iA(M 
aeenaed, as she bedame stationary , td ddg* 
metit rather than dimimsb ; sitid Rosttbellft 
Vith delight beheld the ra|[>id approach of 
Captain and Mrs. O'Dowd^ as the hitrbifi* 
ger of 9r speedy return to Slqane Stteet. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

" Ah, my honey!" exclaimed Mrs* 
O'Dowd, the moment she drew near, 
f* what could in possibility induce your 
allowing yoursdf to be overcome by ter-- 
yor in such anriiuoppbrtune moment,—? 
just whilst they are in. the very, act of 
astpnishing us with their beautiful fire- 
works? Alermont will get you some 
hartshorn, to restore your flimsy courage j 
and then, after the transformation of the 
temple, you shall go home — if you still 
wish it J— but, before that transmutation, 
no one in their senses would think of 
going. Besides, it would be an ill omen 
to fly from Peace and Concord, just open- 
ing to your view/' 

The stifled sigh of her friend again 
gave terror to the susceptible bosom of 
Rosabella, whilst it made Mrs. O'Dowd 
more earnestly gaze upon Lady Meliora, 
when instantly she exclaimed— 
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•* Fly Alermont, and obtain some re* 
storative for this poof thing ; whqse alarm 
has been no jest, I now plainly perceive. 
But what caused you so much terror? 
Were you in the pagoda, when the fire was 
discovered ? ** 

" No !'* responded her ladyship, tremu- 
lously, — ** But ask me no questions, dear 
Mrs. O^Dowd, for indeed I am unable to 
anstwer you ; only for pity's sake get me a 
glass of water, and contrive for my going 
home." 

. A pause now ensued, unbroken by any 
of the party, until *the return of Captaia 
O'Dowd, with an attendant bearing win^ 
&q., when Lady Meliora eagerly drank 
some^ water, and then implored, that if 
possible she mighjt go hom^ 

" Take some wine by itself;** said Cap- 
tain O'Dowd, ** for you are fatigued as 
well aa terrified, and when that has effected 
your revival, you may be able to attempt ;i 
pedestrian removal to Albemarle Street, 
from whence I can readily convey you 
home ; but you know there is no carriage 
belonging to oqr party in waiting here, 

M5 
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they were not ordered to assemble at Free- 
eastle's until two o'clock ; and if I go in 
pursuit of a carriage now, it is a million to 
one if I succeed in getting it up nearer 
than our hotel, but I will with pleasure 
attempt any thing you wish." 
' Lady Meliora Monson had been taught, 
from infancy, to believe herself the first 
objisct for consideration in creation ; she 
had therefore long lost all remembrance of 
others having wishes or feelings to be grati- 
fied or wounded as well as herself; and upon 
this usual system she now acted, wholly un- 
mindful of the intimation given her by 
Mrs. O'Dowd, of the moment being an 
inopportune one in which her wish for 
departure had arisen ; and therefore con- 
sulting her own feelings,^ which would 
prove more consonant to them, sliding 
Captain O'Dowd to hunt out a carriage^ 
or to accompany him at once to Albemarle 
Street ; whelk this deliberation • was sud- 
denly interrupted by the arrivd of Lady 
Wilemore, come into the Gallery to per* 
form a grand crisis of emotion* ^^ For it 
was repwted,*' she snid, ** her nephew 
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Edwaid waS set out to the ia^d of uncon- 
tr^Ued marmge^ with Miss Acres ; which 
vrbs a report so wounding to her feelings^ 
in the alarm^ naturally awakened for the 
consequences of such a rash step, upon so 
short an ac^aintaftce, that she could not 
choose but. weep in maternal alarm for the 
dear amiable fellow's menaced happiness ; 
and, indeed, was it not for the well- 
founded hope of the report being ground- 
lesS) merely reared at the suggestion of 
Mn Foxcraft, wha loved, she believed, to 
banter, she could not choose but swoon/' 

The moment Lady Meliora compre« 
hended the cause of Lady Wilemore's 
scene ' of pathetic display, her pride in 
alarm, commanded her to every exertion to 
permit her assumption of a superficial 
tranquillity, to enable her to remain where 
she was; to prevent the not unlikely 
measure of ascribing her agitation to cha- 
grin at. tbie derelictioii of Mr. Standard, 
whom she now suspected his aunt had so 
industriously proclaimed as her lover, to 
veil bis real designs upon one of the rich 
prizes in! Mrs. AUworthy's^ fortune office. 
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But there she wronged her ladyship, who 
was innocent even of a suspicion of the 
rich mine her nephew had, whilst in Berk* 
shire, contrived to spring, until that very 
morning, when he gave her the unexpected 
intelligence of Miss Acres having con- 
sented to elope for Scotland with him. . 

No sooner had this suggestion, and its 
consequent resolution, entered the mind 
of Lady Meliora, than she proclaimed her- 
self so much better, through Captaili 
O'Dowd's cordial kindness, that she 
doubted not being able to await the meta-^ 
morphosis of the Temple ; and th^n, with 
ah exertion at composure even to herself 
surprising,' since she had never been accus- 
tomed to the necessity of any species of 
exertion, she turned to Lady Wilemore, 
and with a smile of irony said— 

** I conjure you, Lady Wilemore, to take 
comfort, for be assured Miss Acres was a 
much better speculation than Lady Meliora 
Monson, and your nephew has managed 
much better for himself than your kind 
mate nal anxiety would have doneforhim» 
Lut pray,' may I ask, is there another prize 
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in view, richer than thyself, that I am to be 
condoled with also upon Captain Standard's 
sudden dereliction? For we must not 
suppose him less perfect than the other 
individuals^ of his family, and suspect that 
caprice or ific^nstancy operated in with- 
drawing his attentions from me this 
evening." 

• A few- hours since, and Lady Meliora 
could havQ proceeded with spirit in aveng- 
ing herseUT by sarcastic weapons upon this 
manoeuvrier, for daring to select her. for 
the veil of her covert plans ; but now she 
had that within her which extinguished 
her animation's fire, and in the deeply felt 
suspension of her long season of tran* 
quillity, she found she could attempt, no 
more. But even the little she had uttered 
edTected the purpose of wholly disconcert- 
ing Lady Wilemore, not even leaving her 
the power of framing a plausible excuse 
for Captain Standard, whose jconduct 
tfhe could not proclaim inspired by sullen 
anger and envy at his younger brother*s 
superior address and good fortune^ in so 
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rapidly efatmppiiig thq bOHd'todwwiJAj^ 
MmActes, 

At length the transfi^inaf^, s^ Itnx- 
iously expecteti, of the Temple tdok place, 
and Lady Meliora believing she had now 
sacrificed long enough to. sequrii^ herself 
from the humiliating suspicion of Mr. 
Standard's elopement having influenced 
her feelings and indisposition, requested 
Captain O'Dowd to accompany her and 
RosabeUa to Albemarle Street^ where shq 
doubted npt her grandmother's carriage 
was by that time in waiting } and Captain 
O'Dowd instantly assenting, they set out 
to the hotel, with the attentive Captain 
Hawk . for an additional escort. They 
had; however, some time . to remain ere 
the arrival of Lady Derville's carriage ; 
and during this interval, Rosabella, aU 
though much she had to monopolize her 
every thought, yetin affectionate solicitude 
attentive to her friend, soon developed 
that her recent, but too apparent agitated 
distress was merely suppressed through 
exertion, and not wholly subdued; and 
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from this paiafiil obaerv^tion she wad le4 
to fear it was not the effect of alarm, but 
something of more serious import. 

In a night when almost the entire 
population of the metropolis and its vici* 
nity was concentrated around the spot 
these young friends had to pass through, 
neither Capt. O'Dowd nor Capt. Hawk 
deemed it prudent to confide them solely to 
the protection of Lady Derville's servants { 
they therefore kindly and considerately 
escorted them home, and never to the un*> 
sophisticated Rosa's observation had Cap^i 
tain Hawk appeared to act with so much 
propriety, as since Lady Meliora had an* 
nounced herself subdued by terror and 
fatigue; since, although his manner pro^ 
claimed a deeply-felt interest for her, it 
was devoid of all that presuming familiarity 
jthat marked it, before the intimation givem 
to him the preceding day-by Lady Derville* 

As our two young friends returned home 
ere they were expected, Betty Roach (who 
was also on the same party of general 
amusement) had not arrived from the 
park ; intelligence most acceptable to Lady 
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Meliora, as she had anticipated infinite an- 
noyance from her observations and familiar 
interrogations. Upon inquiring for her 
grandmother, to her further relief, she 

• 

learned, " that she had retired to her 
chamber, after a long conference with Mr, 
Sternham,^ who was returned, and also gone 
to his room for the night ; and that Lady 
Derville had left orders,, no one was to 
enter her apartment to disturb her, unless 
any accident should Jiave occurred to her 
grandchildren; but, that she requested 
to see Miss Frederick, in her ladyship's 
dressing-room, as early as it should prove 
convenient to her in thermorning.*' 
. The heart of Rosabella now began to 
throb with painful ^iarm and anticipation 
of mischief, through the machinations, 
of Mr. Sternham. Yet she hoped she 
^onid experience no great difficulty iiv 
counteracting his ingenious devices for 
conjuring up poor Egremont into some- 
thing of horrible mould, since she had so 
incontrovertible a witness as Mr. Trench 
^ to bring forward in testimony of his integ- 
rity ; but atill she trembled;^ since Rosa 
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dcmbtod not'tbe fertife invention of this 
portentous enemy, now jealousy was added 
to the poignancy of his wit, would weave a 
tissue of misery for her to be enveloped in, 
imtil . the: s^ppeatance > of Mr. Trench on 

-Thurtday* ' ^ - ' > 

i . The . moment our ', two agitated friends 
entered thdr .. chamber, -Lady Meliora. disr 
missed the housemaid who attended^ and 
gave orders that .Betty; should not come 
.*into;,thtir'joQm upon her. return, lest she 
jshbuld disturb them^ and her ladyship 
hkyijig thus , secured, herself from interrup. 
tiion and observers,; clasping her arms 
.around Ro^bella's J3ie0lvi bujrst into. the 
jnost piteous flow of tears our heroine bad 
ever seen hen shed. ! 

"My Meliora^ my beloved friend!" ex- 
claimed the alarmed and sympathizing 
Rosa, " what in the form of misfortune 
has assailed you? Alas! alas! what evil 
has befallen poor Charles ? '* 

" Charles ! ** sobbed Lady Meliora, •* I 
know nothing of Charles, but ask me — ask 
me not, I implore you, my ever kind Rosa^ 
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nirhy I shed these ttarn^ for I canilot—- do^ 
I cannot answer you/' 

<' Oh, merciAil Heaven ! what can thtft 
mean ? '' said Rosa, now tremhling in the 
paralyzed trepidation of terror, and its icy 
chill pervading every agitated limliy *' bave 
you then, infatuated Mehora, have you 
been ensnared into any promise of your 
hand to Captain Hawk ? " 

<* No, no, poor Hawk ! tio, he has tiO 
share in my present distress;" returned 
her ladyship in a tone of scorn, as with- 
drawing her arms from Rosa's neck, she 
proudly walked to a chair, into which she 
sunk, and continuing her tears with in- 
creasing bitterness, added, to the accom- 
paniment of convulsive sobs— 

•* I should have imagined you knew me 
better, than to conceive I would degrade 
myself by such a plebeian alliance as that : 
but 1 request, — 1 desire, — nay, 1 conjure 
you, by all our long, long y^ars of friend- 
ship, that you desist even from questioning 
me, desist even from conjecturing the 
cause of my present distress ; as it would 
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Qo3j irritate my feelings, imiiisedtaiiiisery« 
Pa(M, th^efore^ tb» night in total Ailence^ 
Rosa ; let me weep unquestioned and un* 
control led« and to-morrow, to-morrow, I 
may perhaps fiiKl the power, witiiout my 
heart bursting in the conflict, to tell you 

** My Meliora, my earliest friend and 
youthful beoefactress!" said Rosa, who now 
dis^lv^d in tears, and anxiously approach* 
ing her, tenderly took her hand — *> I would 
igk no question ; I would form no conjee^ 
ture but such as would yield me the powet 
of weeping over your afflictions with you, Of 
pouring the balm of consolation into your 
sorrowing bosom, from every as^iuastive I 
could find. But, since such is your wish, 
I will pass my night in silent grief, for 
distress that friendship must not penetrate ) 
and weep my genuine sympathy for woes 
that are unconfided to me." 

" No, no," said Lady Meliora, aSkctiQH^* 
ately returning the pressure of her hand, 
*' yo^ must go to your bed; Sleep," if you 
have power, and let your, last prayer of 
this night be an aipiratioa for fortitude to 
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be granted from Heaven to me. Rosa; 
pblige a sorrowing friend ; go, go to bed^ 
I shall do so too. I shall rest my aching 
head upon my pillow, but to the aching 
heart there is no spot for rest." ' 

• " O, yes ! ? responded Rosa, ** a sure, 
a certain, an unfailing spot ; though firm 
as adamantine rock, yet soft as the balmy 
bosom of maternal tenderness, let^ot^r last 
prayer be for its magic influence. Lay 
your heart, however teeming with its new- 
found sorrows, upon its pure shrine, and 
there you will promptly find it lighten as 
it rests.** 

• ** Ah ! Rosa, can faith in heavenly in- 
fluence do this?" 

" Try it," said Rosa, with, firm and 
pious gratitude, ** I have never found it 
fail me." 

Lady Meliora tried the experiment, for 
the first time, for she was new to the dis^ 
appointments of life, and our heroine 
hoped with success, since she arose from 
her knees apparently more composed ; but 
in the course of Rosabella's wakeful nighty 
the deep-drawn sighs^ and stifled sobs of 
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her friend, painfully assured her that hers 
too was sleepless. 

i The request of Lady Meliora to ask no 

questions, although painful to the heart of 

friendship,' Rosa; could i acquiesce in,:Jbut^ 

not to. conjecture was an iiiiposssbility, at 

least' so our heroine found it ; for Ibe ^g« 

gestion promptly arose, and .; gathered 

strength as she meditated. upon itsproba* 

bility, that either. the death or marriage of 

Lord: Montalbert, incautiously communis 

^tied to her, was the cause of her belov^ 

ed friend's affliction. This belief only 

awakened a .powerful increase to her sym« 

pathy, in the retrospection of her : own 

heart's anguish, when she believed her un^ 

expected separation from Egremont was 

to be eternal ; and ail this sad sympathy^ 

and all her anticipated vexations, through 

Mr. Sterhham's machinations, with:, the 

of);en obtruding thought of the distrestei^ 

of the ruined Charles, with the trembling 

apprehension of Egremont having found 

no clew to the discovery of her connexions, 

allowed not her contemplations to dwell 
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eKcIusively upon the unexpected brighten-* 
iug of her own lovers horoscope. 

iBut so interesting were all these themes 
to die susceptible RosaheUa, that, in de^ 
^fiadce of the extreme > fatigue that had 
orerpowered her when she sought her pit« 
low^ she obtained no* rest, ahd wasthere* 
fore inn^adiness to start from her bed the 
moment Lady Derville rang for Dermot in 
the morning; and the moment she was 
dressed, and had performed her nevet 
omitted sacred duties, she was hastening 
to obey the commands of her benefhctress, 
wheB Lady Meliom= called her. 

<^ Rosa, my beloved Rosa, my failMi) 
friend,-^you who never, never, deceived 
me," she said ^^ use your influence with 
grandnrama, to take me out of London 
without delay. Tell her that the air does 
not agree with me ; tdl her any thing, to 
get me out of this detested spot, but that 
lam unhappy; for upmi that sul^ect I 
earniot, cannot yet. enter. Perhaps in the 
country I may become more rational, and 
learn submission to the decrees of Fate. 



But manage, my own kind Rosa, in grand-* 
mama'9 acquiescence that she questions 
me not about it." 

Rosa, promising to exert lier influence, 
descended from her chamber with a palpi- 
tating ix^rty in firm convuction sh^ w^ 
about to iencotn^ter an a^ipi^asant scenfr 
with her revered benefactredS through tlM^ 
misrepresentations of tiie designing Mr. 
Sternham ; yet even thus -anticipating a 
painful interview, she was wholly unpre- 
pared for the stunning bibw to happiness 
that did aw^it Her. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

. . < . 

The moment Rosa approached the dress* 
n)g*room of LadyDervilley she met.Dermbt 
eo^erging from it, who with a jsorrowiiil 
^ir motioned, for her to acccompany her 
into an adjoining room. 

Ah ! Mi89 Rosa," she mournfully said, 
I greatly fear you are going to hear 
some direful intelligence, brought to .my 
Lady last night by Mr. Sternham, since, 
after her long conference with him, I saw 
she was dreadfully agitated, and, as I 
thought, by anger mingled with great 
grief; but to me she was silent upon the 
subject, only ordering me to give her lau- 
danum. But alas! Miss, opium seems 
to have done her no good, for I am certain 
she passed all her night in tears, and she 
is so tremulous and low, and so ghastly 
pale, I fear, whatever the misfortune is, it 
will kill my dear Lady ; and I cannot but 
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fear it is about Master Charles.— -Heaven 
send he has not been duelling/^ 

The terri6ed and sympathizing Rosa- 
bella, now finding she might enter, with 
a bounding heart and trembling frame 
presented herself before her benefactressi 
from whose venerable countenance her 
eager eye sought information of the nature 
of the affliction that oppressed her ; but 
through the anxious eye of Rosa was 
instantly shot to her bosom a pang almost 
stunning to every faculty, for on the 
aspect of her beloved protectress she 
thought she beheld the appearance of 
hastily approaching dissolution. 

♦* Oh ! madam, you are ill !" exclaimed 
the terrified Rosa, flying to her, and, with 
the affection of a fondly attached child, 
anxiously taking her hand. 

Immediately the grief-blanched coun- 
tenance of Lady Derville changed to the 
crimson hue of infuriated passion ^ her 
eyes flashed flames of ire, and, in the sufib- 
eating voice of indignant agitation, she 
exclaimed, as with violence she threw 

VOL. IV. N 
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the hand of the dismayed Rosa from 
her — 

** Touch me not, vile, deceitful^ insi- 
dious monster of enormous ingratitude! 
viper, that I fostered in my bosom to 
sting me to the heart !'^ 

'^ Oh ! madam, my own benefactress r 
exclaimed our heroine, bursting into aa 
agony of anguished tears, in firm belief 
the laudanum had operated upon her in* 
tellect. 

** And diares your guilty heart acknow- 
ledge me your benefactress, whilst it teems 
with such a full tide of black and dire 
ingratitude ? But dry, — ^dry those croco- 
dile, those hypocritical tears : they will 
avaU you nothing; f^r now I know your 
perfidy, — they may ortly, sully the lustre of 
that superlative beauty, you used as ypur 
treacherous weapon to wound your be- 
nefactress." 

** For pity's sake, my dear, dear madam » 
explain ; announce to «me what all these 
direful accu3ations can. in possibility have 
foundation from," exclaimed the amazed 



Rdsa» now fy^ng rielieved from the ago- 
nizing belief of her benefactress having 
her life or senseis menaced ; since from her 
ladyship's last allusi(my a suspicion was 
awakened of all this unusual and alarming 
violence being the; effect of anger, on 
learning through Mr. St^rnham's means 
of the unfortunate passion Mr, Monsoq 
bad imbibed for her. 

*^ So you require explanations, madam ! 
Your conscience then conveys not the 
necessary information V* responded Lady 
Derviile, whose almost frantic violence 
was beginning to exhaust itself, and to 
moderate into a more effective dignity 
of composed resentment.. 

<' Indeed, madam/' said Rosabella, fair 
tering only from wounded feeling, upon 
beAig suspected of heinous misdemeanorflf 
by an individual she so tenderly loved and 
reverenced — " indeed, madam, my con. 
science can yield me no aid in the form of 
an accuser; but whatever I stand arraigned 
for, of treachery and ingratitude, through 
tiie impeaching testimony of Mr. Stern, 
ham, my conscience can iirmly assist me ; 

N2 
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as it holds within it the inspirating record 
of self-acquittal." 

^' Rosabella Frederick! this amazing 
courage, this affectation of innocence— I 
grieve to pronounce it such — cannot serve 
you J since all your arts, your duplicity^ 
your long train of- Receptive policy, are 
now before roe. Oh ! Rosa— ^Rosa I de^ 
ceitful semblance of every Heaven-formed 
virtue ! when I took you to my fostering 
bosom as my child,^ — 'When Meliora Mon- 
son took you to her infant heart as a 
sister, and held you firmly there. through 
life as her friend, — little, little did she or 
I predict you were fondled and cherished 
only to stab our peace, through arts and 
perfidy the most profound*'* 

^* Oh !'' exclaimed Rosa, sinking in 
an agony of wounded feeling at the feet 
of Lady Derville, " let that Heaven- 
inspired pity that led you to take me 
in infant insulation to your fostering bo- 
som, now extend its influence in my be- 
half, in this torturing moment, and inspire 
you with charity to ease the anguish I 
endure^ by revealing to me the nature 
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of my perfidy, the form of my ingratitude; 
since by the breath, of truth I can dissolve 
each direful phantom." 

" Lord Montalbert 1— Rosabella !" said 
Lady DerviUe, with an incpiring solem* 
nity/' 

" Lord Montalbert ! !" repeated Rosa^ 
in amazement. " Js Lord Montalbert my 
accuser, madam?'' 

. ^^ Lord Montalbert stands as the incon- 
trovertible testimony of your dreadful tisr 
su6 of base hypocritical treachery and in- 
gratitude/' , 
'.^* I can by nq means coniprehend the 
texture of .this tissue, the ' fertile genius 
of Mn Sternham has woven for the re- 
presentation of my exploits in turpitude,'* 
said Rqs^ proudly, as she arose fron^ 
her 3uppliaiit posture. > 
y " You could, comprehend, I believe, 
Miss Frederick, — for my child was too 
guileless to coiiceal her artless feelings 
upon the subject, as perhaps she ought— y 
that Lady Meliora Monson— her to whon^ 
you owe no trivial debt of obligatipn,— had 
£xe4 her affections, irrevocably fixed t^emi 
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upon Lord Montalber ; and that her unioB 
with him was the first wish of my heart/* 

" Assuredly I did comprehend all that, 
madam ; — and in my heart too was that 
wish cherished as a favourite oneJ' 

*• So you proclaimed; and upon every 
occasion appeared anxious to add fuel to 
the flame kindled in the guileless bosom of 
my ingenuous child ; and all this was, as 
it now appears, to add to the lustre of 
your own triumph. Bur let your con- 
science speak ; let that inform you if diat 
can be deemed a triumph, which springs 
from perfidy, hypocrisy, aiid ingratitude.** 

<^ Madam,^' exclsdmed the impatient 
Rosd,, her heart swelling Vfith indignation 
at such a dreadful impeachment of her 
rectitude, *^ I have supplicated, implored 
for an explanation of this tremendous sus* 
picion of my rectitude ; but as my suppli- 
cation has proved ' inefficacious, I now de- 
mand it, madam, as my right. Serious ac- 
cusations as these are, tiliust have a source; 
ttiid civeh should I prove the criminal you 
believe me, the kws of my country sue 
for my not being condemned unheard ; 
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riierefore from justice, — since I seem, alas ! 
bereft of every other advocate within the 
bosom of my benefactress,-— I claim a so- 
lution to these diarges, which now in am« 
bush play. the assassin's part mortally' to 
wound my fame." 

" Those charges are easily concentrated 
in their source. You have succeeded, Miss 
Frederick, in your perfidious attempt. You 
have won Lord Montalbert from your 
friend." ..' 

. ^^ Lord ' Montalbert ! madam 1^' reite* 
rated the amazed Rosabella^* in tones of 
the khost unequivocal, astonishment. ^^ Lbrd 
Moiitalbert 1 This is indeed a jphantom 
froni Sthe creative fancy of the ingenious Mr. 
Ster^ham, which I must beg leave instantly 
to . exorcise, by. my solemn, sacred assur.> 
ance, that I have knowingly never even yet 
beheld Lord* Montalbert." 

<^ Rosa, Rosa, proceed no further in 
this . atrocious system of deceit ; sincie it 
wilt no longer avail you ; aiid your pre* 
tended belief of your clandestine suitos' 
being any other individual than Lord 
Montalbert can ^o longer ^oqceal you 
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from detection ; since Mr. Sternham^ with 
his own eyes, beheld you with his lord- 
ship on the rocks, where you had con- 
certed your secret meetings j when, through 
a vain hope of counteracting the treache- 
rous blow aiming by my protegee at my 
fondest hopes and wishes, he persuaded 
me to believe the man he found you with a 
notorious character, and then commenced 
his project for sending you from Ravens- 
wood ; whilst to you he gave unequivocal 
intimation, that your base project should 
' be frustrated/^ 

" Oh, madam !— Oh, Lady Derville !'* 
faltered out the dreadfully a^tated Rosa* 
bella, ** let me perfectly comprehend you. 
Does Mr. Sternham mean to insinuate, that 
Lord Montalbert and Mr. Egremont are 
one and the same individual?'* 

" He absolutely aflBrms it.'* 

" Impossible, impossible !" exclaimed 
poor Rosa, as, subdued by emotion almost 
. too mighty for endurance, she sunk into a 
chair; and as she covered her face with 
her hands, she groaned in the anguisl^ 
of her heart. 
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** No, Miss Frederick, no, it is not im» 
possible ; and this natural working of youi; 
wounded conscience proclaims you know 
it not impossible." 

The unkindness of this unqualified sus^ 
picion of the cause of her emption, from 
one so lovedi so reverenced, now struck 
on the more tender tones of Rosa's feeU 
ings, and she burst into an agony of tears. 
X.ady Derville continued — 

** And, did I require other conviction, 
than what the testimony of Mn Sternham 
yields, I have it here, in a letter from 
O'Lurcher to my chaplain, in which he 
condoles with Mr. Sternham upon having 
lost all chance of obtaining your hand, as 
the Lord of St. Leonard's Abbey was his 
rival ; since one of the tenants, whilst 
coursing rabbits, ha(i overheard his lord- 
sliip making unequivocal love to you, as 
he was leading your donkey in the neigh*^ 
bourhood of Myrtle's Town. Dare you 
deny this fact, Miss Frederick?*' 

" Madam," sobbed the heart-wrunsr 
Rosa^ '' I dare deny nothing that is a fact. 
The circumstance of my being, whilst 

N 5 
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upon a donkey, and near a thicket, in 
•which I afterwards observed a sportsman, 
addressed in the language of love, is cer- I 
tainly most true ; but as to the individual 
who so addressed me being any other than 
he and his friends represented him—Mr. 
Egremont — I have a right to deny, until I 
have other proof than Mn Sternham*s, , 
whom, in this his cruel calumny of me, I 
solemnly arraign of the monstrous tur- 
pitude of uttering falsehoods. Never, 
never did- he, by any intimation what- 
soever, lead me even to suspect the in- 
dividual he found me seeking aid for on 
the rocks was Lord Montalbert. Oh that 
he had ! at least if indeed the man, 
whom Mr. Trench and Captain Gore con- 
firmed me in the belief was Mr. Egremont, 
is in fact his lordship/* 

** To you. Miss Frederick, this point 
must stand clear, as I once believed your 
conscience ; since it is utterly impossible 
you could have wandered around Ravens- 
wood, as you found plaui^ible means of 
doing, without ascertaining the person of 
Lord Montalbert.'' 



^* Improbable as it may appear, I never- 
did ascertain the form of Lord ^^lont- 
albert ; but if Egremont and his lordship 
are in truth the same individual, my crime 
against my Meliora's peace has been un- 
consciously committed. As Mn Egre* 
mont he wooed me, and as Mr. Egremont 
fae accomplished what Lord Montalbert 
never could have effected — he won my 
affections/* Rosa with difficulty articu- 
lated, so* convulsive were the sobs that 
burst from her agonized bosom. " But 
why, — ^for what* purpose Lord Montalbert 
and his friends should deceive me^ relative 
to his identity^ I am so wholly at a loss to 
divine, that I must still hope it is im- 
possible/* 

" The project might have. been for the 
gratifying purpose," returned Lady Der- 
ville, wife heart^iorturing irony in her ac- 
cents, — " to prove you loved him for him- 
self alone ; but proof, strong as testimony 
could providentially send us of your per- ' 
fidy, came in an intercepted letter from 
his lordship to you; in which is clearly 
revealed^ that it was at your request he 
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had dropped his title, during your clan- 
destine wooing, — for in it he asks you, 
why you willed it so ? The response was 
obvious.; It was your shield of pretence': 
for if his lordship addressed you under 
a fictitious name, the dear innocent was ex- 
onerated from her load of treachery : for 
you were deluded by the romance of fic- 
tion." 

. *' Where, madam, is that letter?" de- 
manded the weeping Rosabella : " surely 
it cannot be ascribed to presumption in 
me, to claim my right of seeing that which 
forms .my condemnation." 

** Mr. Sternham has unfortunately mis- 
laid it, in our removal from Albemarle 
Street.'* 

" Mislaid it ! Oh, cruel traducer !'* 
softly murmured the heart-wrung Rosa. 

** Miss Frederick, it ill becofties you 
to throw aspersions on a sacred charac* 
ter.*' 

. ** Oh! Lady Derville, were you like me, 
menaced with the overthrow of every 
hope of earthly happiness, you would — 
knowing your own innocence, as I do, 



EOSABELLA. 277 

1 

t 

—you would not scruple to tndke your 
accusations against your defamers, what^ 
ever sacred garb they might appear in. 
As my cruel defamer, madam, I pronounce 
Mr. Sternham; and from you, who have 
from my earliest infancy protected me with 
even maternal tenderness, — from you I 
claim the justice, to demand for me the 
proofs he has of my perfidy, tny hypocrisy, 
my ingratitude, that they may be fairly 
and openly produced, either to be refuted 
or confirmed.** 

' ** From taking any part in a trial of such 
a nature, so insulting to the veracity of 
my chaplain, and wounding to my already 
too much tortured feelings, you must ex- 
cuse me, madam/* i 
** Alas!** sobbed Rosa, clasping her 
hands in agony, as her tears flowed in 
accumulating bitterness, " am I then to 
be condemned, by those too who have 
known every thought of my bosom from 
my infant helplessness, upon the mere 
unsubstantiated testimony of a man, whom 
I have converted into an implacable foCi 
because I could not love him ? and who^ 
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had he been that zealoud upright friend 
to his patroness he affects to be, would 
have pursued no stealthy path, but the 
moment he discovered my treacherous 
plans, he would have unveiled me to your 
ladyship, and not have sought to take the 
perfidious viper to his own bosom, as the 
wife of his unbiassed choice.*' 

"Mr. Sternham, madam, has accounted 
satisfactorily to me for every part of his 
conduct ; but, as the proof stands con- 
firmed against you, by his lordship's pro^ 
fessed attachment, and possibly intended 
union with you ; all investigation of the 
matter is unnecessary, since it could not 
now undo the mischiefs you have grate-* 
fully effected. My child's happiness is 
blasted :— my heart broken. Nor are these 
all the miseries you have inflicted on those 
who cherished you in their protecting 
bosoms for you to sting, them, as yoii 
smiled in deceptions gratitude. You woii 
the affections of my most beloved grand* 
son, — and then, in the security of a su- 
perior conquest, bade him take 'back the 
affections you no longer prized ; ' and sent 
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him, in the conflict of his wretchedness, 
to seek peace from that home where you 
had destroyed it for him, and in this dire- 
ful dereliction of his home, I am taught 
the agonizing fear, that he has met his 
ruin/' 

Poor Rosa groaned in mental anguish, 
—alternately she pressed her palsied death- 
chilled hands against her throbbing tem- 
ples, her bursting heart; and so amazed 
was every faculty by grief and dismay, 
that the being, whom she so tenderly loved 
and profoundly reverenced, should thus 
give credence to every evil representation 
of her, and in the dread shock of having-— 
if the aflBrmation was true, of Lord Montal- 
bert and Egremont being the same indivi- 
dual — destroyed the peace of those who 
had benignly sheltered her ; all power of 
articulation seemed now suspended^— Lady 
D^rville proceeded. 

" I rejoice for your sake, Miss Frede- 
rick, that your heart is not callous to your 
iniquities ; since as crimes I must class 
your misconduct to me and my children ; 
and therefore you cannot wonder— nor 
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can the world pronounce my conduct un« 
feeling, — that it ih my fixed, unalterable 
determination, to replace you where I 
found you,— as the protSgee of Mrs, Kill- 
bride, from whence Lord Montalbert can 
take you to his bosom as the sharer of his 
honours ; and until he does so, the an- 
nuity I lately settled for you shall still 
be yours, I have arranged that to-morrow 
you commence your return to Ireland, 
under the protection of a highly respect- 
able friend of my chaplain's ; and accom- 
panied by Betty Roach, the base confidant 
of your vile treachery. 

'^ In the intermediate time, I leave this 
house to yourself, madam, to make the 
necessary preparations for your departure. 
The moment I have breakfasted I shall set 
out with my injured grandaughter, — whom 
it is my absolute command you hpld no 
intercourse with, on any pretence whatso- 
ever, — as I must take time gently to break 
to her the service you have rendered her. 
With her, I say, I shall set out for Rich* 
mond, to remain with Lady Elstow, .until 
after the viper I have fostered departs for 
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that land, where it is said— though you 
have proved the tradition erroneous, — the 
power of venom dies/* 

The pride of conscious rectitude un- 
justly aspersed, condemned unheard, and 
treated with the harshness of a convicted 
criminal, arose with its shield of firmness 
in the tortured mind of Rosabella, and 
bore down hastily all the tender suscepti- 
bilities, so deeply wounded in this cruel 
conflict that were subduing her fortitude ; 
and as her ladyship came to her close, she 
started from her seat, and swallowed some 
sups of water to remove the sensation of 
strangulation she was experiencing, as 
her pride-banished tears were struggling 
against suppression ; when turning to 
Lady Derville, she with becoming dig-» 
nity, yet tempered with submissive reve-- 
rence, said — 

" Your command, madam, shall be im- 
plicitly obeyed, I will not see Lady 
Meliora, — though Heaven, that knows all 
secrets of every heart, knows how tortur- 
ing that forbearance must prove; — since 
I left her not, — not quite well.** 
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** Not well ! My child not well !" Lady 
Derville exclaimed, wringing her hands 
in a state little short of distraction. '^ Thea 
the deed,— the direful deed of treachery 
is peiformed, and she is heart-rived on 
beholding, as Mr. Sternham did last night, 
you with your hand tenderly clasped by 
Lord Montalbert, while she was neglected 
by him." 

This was a tender cord, that promptly 
vibrated upon the susceptibilities of Rosa; 
for such a thing was poiisible ; and shd 
migbt-^yes, she might hdV^ be to the un- 
conscious cause of her beloved Meliora^sf 
dreadful agitation, and subsequent mght 
of sleepless misery ; and again her ; sua« 
pended tears began t^ ^oW with agony' 
unutterable; and at that moiiient Lady 
Derville rushed by het, to the chamber of 
her grandaughter. 
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CHAPTER XVIL 

^* Meliora, Meliora ! prop of my age !— * 
pride of ray life ! and darling of my heart!'* 
Lady Derville wildly cried, as she en- 
tered, "what is it I hear? Are you in* 
deed not well? Has the cruel shaft been 
flung too truly ; and shall I lose^you T^ 

^^ Desu: grandmama,'' Lady Meliora ex- 
claimed, as her astonishment arrested the 
tears she had uncontrollediy been shedding 
in the absence ^f pur heroine, ^^ what can 
Rosa have said sa terribly to alarm you ?^ 
lam merely overcome by the fatigue' of 
last night, and the dreadful alarm J sus- 
tained through that unfortunate conflagra- 
tion. I sent her to tell' you so, and to- 
implore you to take me out of this odious 
London ; the air of which I am convinced 
does not agree with me : — whilst I am also 
convinced a few days at Richmond will 
set me up again/' 
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** Are you willing to commence the ex- 
periment this very day? Let mc read 
your' aspect, to learn if indeed you are 
equal to even this trifling fatigue." 

The eyes of Lady Meliora sank in con- 
scious avoidance beneath the scrutinizing 
gai:e of her venerable parent. Lady Der- 
ville groaned, and Lady Meliora endea- 
vouring at firmness to turn annoying in- 
quiry from her^ assured her grandmother 
she was as able as anxious to set out im- 
mediately. 

*' Then, can you now arise and take 
ybur breakfast whilst dressing? since to 
confess the honest truth, I am anxious—* 
very anxious to- be gone, to escapfe^— some 
very apnoying intruders.' 

'* Whom, grand mama ?^ 

** O, several : — amongst whom. Lady 
Wilemore.*' 

** For mercy, let us abscond then. . Ill 
arise instantly ; but send Rosa to break; 
fast with me." 

**-J?hat, — that my love, I cannot do; 
for as I must leave her behind to transact 
all kinds of disagreeable business f<j^ me, 
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with—- with a— with some troublesome te- 
nants, who have followed me from Ireland j 

• 

I have to; give her all my instructions as 
we breakfast. But Dermot shall attend 
you.** 

- *' Since you cannot spare Rosa, I had 
much rather be left entirely to myself j 
for both. Dermot and Betty' would tease 
me with questions relative to the. fete; 
therefore, send me my breakfast from your 
table, grandmama, by one of the English 
maids, who never presume to speak to 
me/* 

The heart-wruDg Lady Derville, in full 
conviction the shaft was flung unerringly 
at her darling's^ peace, kissed her with a 
quivering lip, and then descended to her 
dressing-room, with no one feeling im- 
proved towards poor Rosabella by this 
visit to her idol. 

, But Rosa was not there to meet the in- 
creasing lower, for she had retreated to 
the dining*room, which at that "hour of the 
day was her most secure asylum from ob- 
servation, and where Lady Derville prompt^ 
ly found her, weeping bitterly, at the tor- 
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turiog possibility of ber baving — ^aKbough 
unconsdously, — destroyed the happiness 
of those she was so tenderly bound to 
through gratitude and affection. 

** For the peace of my child. Miss Fre- 
derick^'* said her ladyship, in tones inflicts 
ing still deeper wounds through the bosom 
of poor Rosabella, ^^ I am humbled to the 
condescension of imploring a favour, even 
from you." 

From the centre of Rosa's heart escaped 
a deep-toned sigh. 

^' To prevent surmises amongst my do- 
mestics, which might reach the ears of my 
child— whom I wish to take hence, unap* 
prised of the tortures her heart has yet to 
receive, for as yet, I believe, she is uncon* 
scious of her friend being the viper that 
has stung her, — I am compelled to request 
you to appear at my breakfast board once 
more, and the moment that repast is ended, 
I must further entreat you,, either to con« 
ceal yourself in the green house, or to 
walk out with your confidant Retty, until 
my poor child departs for Ridhmond." 

The wounded pride of our heroine again 
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dried her tears ; and in obedience to the 
Wishes of her long kind, and tender bene-^ 
factress^ she presided once '. more at the 
breakfast board. 

This repast could not but prove an almost 
nominal one ; and the interval passed at it 
being devoted to profoundly awful silence^ 
Rosa had opportunity to give her agonizing 
thoughts free scope ; and at length as she 
saw Lady Derville approach the termina* 
tion of her successless attempt at break- 
fast, and concluding her own absence 
would too soon be wished for, she made 
a powerful struggle with her feelings, to 
permit her to articulate, without the con* 
vulsive emotion that seemed menacing 
suffocation, arising to prevent her utter* 
ance j and, tremulously, she said— 

" As yoa have arranged for my depar* 
ture, madam, not only from your family, 
but from London, to-morrow, no "power is 
left me to ascertain whether the affirma- 
tion of Mr. Sternham, relative to the indi^ 
vidual who addressed me at Myrtle's Town, 
is founded . upon fact ; for as Mr. Trench 
is not in town, I can make no immediate 
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application to him upon this important 
subject; and as it is absolutely essential 
for my mental arrangements, that I should i 

obtain positive information, such as I can 
place faith in, your ladyship will, I trust, 
excuse my presumption, in requesting you 
to decide this material point for me. 

" You have seen Lord Montalberi, 
madam ; and, — and, I have >a little sketch 
of resemblance I attempted of him T knew 
as Mr. Egremont ; and as I had not-^ 
through a belief that all prospect of union 
with him was terminated for ever — had 
not communicated any thing relative to 
my unfortunate at^tachment to Lady Me- 
liora ; and fearing she might find the por- 
trait, and question me about it, if I left it 
with my other drawings, I — I contrived a 
case to— but — but it matters to no one 
now, why I contrived to wear it in my 
bosom.** 

Rosa's blanched cheeks now mantled to 
a bright vermilion tint, as she drew a por- 
trait from her bosom, and with quivering 
lip, boundrng heart, and palsied hand, pre- 
sented it to Ladv Derville. 
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*' Have the goodness, madam/' she said, 

to decide the fate of your insulated pro - 
tigie. In your hand is my happiness 
or my misery. On you I rest for my senr 
tence of life or death. Is it, or is it not, 
dearest Lady Derville, the resemblance of 
Lord Montalbert ?" 

^" Of Lord Montalbert? Yes, — the 
most striking resembance of Lord Montal- 
bert." 

Rosabella groaned in mental agony, and 
sunk back in her chair, th^ semblance of 
transfixed despair. 

" Oh ! Rosa, deceptious Rosa ! why 
was that concealment from Meliora prac- 
tised — ^from the guileless, ingenuous Me- 
liora, every secret of whose heart was open 
to you ^^ — ^but in the consciousness of who 
it was you had perfidiously won from 
herr 

Rosa answered not ; — for Rosa 
heard nqt. Every faculty seemed- sus- 
pending fast, through the stunnipg tor- 
ture her heart was writhing with,; and 
** the wheel at the cistern" was pausing 
from its operation, when all her powers 
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were aroused to action, by a violent and 
burried knock at the street door. 

To escape from the observation of who- 
ever thus was coming, was the first idea 
our heroine awoke to; when, starting from 
her seat, she wildly snatched the hand of 
the unprepared Lady Derville, carried it 
with convulsive energy to her lips, and 
with catching respiration, and faltering 
accents, she rapidly articulated, — 

*^ Ob, my benefactress, what a ftrewell 
is this ! But in the last OKmient we may 
perhaps ever meet, accept my grateful 
benediction ; and credit my solemn assur- 
ances, that Betty Roach 19 guiltless of in* 
gratitude to you.*^ 

And now hearing the approach of these 
intruding visitors, Rosabella rapidly effect* 
ed her retreat from observation, into an 
adjoining room, from whence she shortly 
after escaped to the station in the remote 
green house Lady Derville had sentenced 
her to; and there remained, in all the 
poignant agony of mental anguish a bosom 
nntorttired by guilt could suffer from, until 
the departure oi her once maternally kind 



ROSABELLA* j^9l 

and flffeetionate bene&ctress and her ten- 
derly beloit^ Meliora had taken place for 
Richmond— a departure retarded by* the 
visitors Rosa had flown from, who proved 
to be Mrs. CTDowd and Ciaptain Dun-* 
eombe. 

Mrs, O'Dowd came in great distress to 
l»d a hasty &rewell, and to make her hus- 
band's apology for not calling to say adieu, 
ere they set out f6r Bath, whither they 
wete summoned by a letter brought by 
that morning's post, announcing that Mrs. 
Alermont, Captain CDowd's mother, after 
having traveled over from Ir^and, to fa- 
cilitate her meeting with her adored son, 
had, on her arrival at Bath, been taken so 
dangerously ill, that no time could be lost 
in summoning them to attend her. 

Captain Duncombe was only just arrived 
in town, after the nuptials of Miss Neville; 
and panting to commence the siege of 
Rosa^s heart, Mrs. O'Dowd made him 
escort her to Sloane Street, where great 
^aa his disappointment, on learning that 
Miss Frederick was gone with Lady Me- 
to Bryanstone Square ^ for such was 

o « 
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the excuse Lady Derville thought it ex* 
pedient to make^ for the non-appeanmce 
of the two young ladies, to say adieu to 
Mrs. O'Dowd ; whose distress our readers 
may suppose sincere, when she breathed 
not one lamentation at the prospect be- 
fore her, of having all her stylish Pari- 
sian costume laid aside until out .of 
fashion's date, for the sable habiliment 
of sorrow. 

For nearly two long lagging hours 
had Rosabella i)een consigned to her 
humiliating ambush in th^ green house, 
where the solace of her time was ago-* 
nizing meditation, with bitter, bitter tears ; 
^nd the moment the sound of the wheels, 
that were bearing her benefax^tress and 
her Meliora in disunion from her, died 
on her eager ear, she rushed from her 
concealment in anguish almost too migh- 
ty for endurance; and flew to a small 
closet within the chamber she had occu- 
pied with Lady Meliora, and which had 
been appropriated to her as a dressing 
room; where now she secured herself 
from observation, whilst on her knees rfie 
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devoutly and fervetitly implored, from 
pitying Heaven, firmness to bear her sor- 
rows with submissive resignation. 

Rosa had said to Lady Meliora, the 
preceding night, her faith on piety's soft 
balm had never failed her; and now in 
the most torturing moment of her life 
she proved its efficacy : for her for- 
titude strengthened as she prayed; and 
she arose from her knees comparatively 
composed to commune with h^r own 
thoughts upon the importapft subject of 
the line of conduct she should pursue, 
now she was cast^ from the favour and 
protection of her long tefnderly cherish- 
ing benefactress, arraigned and condemn- 
ed as a defaulter of the most perfidious 
stamp- 
But nearly had the Heaven-inspired 
fortitude of Rosabella found its suspen- 
sion, if not its overthrow, when as she 
arose from her knees, she beheld a billet 
directed to herself from Lady Meliora, 
lying upon her dressing table. With 
faculties almost subjugated by apprehen- 



non of what new wounds for her Ueediag 
heart it might contain, Ae with ttenmloas 
fingers broke the seal, and eontrived to 
read, although the uneven cl>afaGters of 
Lady Mdiora's onsteady hand daaeed and 
floated before her as unsteady vision— 

<^ My own beloved Friend^ 
*' Why is it that I am thus strai^jelj 
hurried to Richmond, without seeing j^ou ? 
Ah ! in grandmama's agitated manner and 
pallid countenance, I am led to a solutaoti^ 
and my fears have foundation ; and yocii 
my t^ider Rosa, are too much affected at 
the blow thus unexpectedly given to mj 
happiness, to be permitted by her yet to 
sQe me. But, perhaps it is the misfortunes 
of my poor Charles, and not mine, that 
thus unnerve her ; and you have mine 
yet to hear, still more to overpower yon 
both ;— for well I know how your hearts 
will bleed for me, when you hear I beheld 
Montalbert in the park last night, and all 
my golden dream of happiness was dis« 
solved. 
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^ It was in the moment before I rushed 
back to you,— so heart-broken, so undone^ 
— iJiat I suddenly came in contact with 
the cruelly inconstant man, who started 
on beholding me so near ; and, in his first 
impulse, seemed anxious to effect his 
escape from my recognition ; but when 
he perceived that was impossible, his 
bow of mere common poUtesse^ his retir- 
ing manner altogether^ came like the 
withering sirocco to my hopes, -^blight* 
ing each sweet blossom of my promised 
happiness. 

*^ Oh Rosa, you who seemed ini^ired 
by some prc^etic influence, to forebode 
this dreadful dereliction ! — Oh Rosa, you 
who never yet deceived me, I implore, I 
importune you, to employ some of those 
hours you are left to solitude in town, to 
discover for me, through the medium 
of your friend Mi*. Trench, how I can 
have lost my influence on Montalbert's 
heart!— in short, all you can with de- 
licacy discover for me, and hasten to 
impart all without reserve, — although 
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the intelligence may rend at once the 
heart of 

" My Rosabella's 
" Most attached, 

" And most affectionate 
** Friend and Sister, 

" Melioea Monson,** 
" August 2d, 1814/' 

The moment the eyes of the tortured 
Rosabella reached the signature, her head 
sunk back against the wainscot, near 
which she was seated, and her arms feli 
by her sides, in all the listlessness of de- 
spondence ; whilst through her ears rung 
and fell in hollow murmurs on her heart — 
which now reverberated all things sono- 
rously, since happiness blighted there 
seemed to have turned to pining echo, 
still loudly to repeat each theme of misery 
— the voice of her friend resounding, •* O 
Rosa, you who never yet deceived me !" 
whilst before her visual ray, flitted the 
wan, the upbraiding countenance of her 
benefactress, as she ascribed to her the 
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lost happiness of her grandaughter, the 
ruin of her grandson. 

On hearts of susceptibility acute feeling 
sometimes acts in the moment of calamity 
like the sirocco's blast, destroying each 
budding blossom of hope's formation ; 
and turning the future path' of life int6 
the dreary desert of cheerless misery: so 
in Rosabella's heart all now seemed- deso- 
lation. But as her anguished thoughts 
wander^ through her lonely wastes of 
future wretchedness, she suddenly beheld 
a brightened ray in the dark perspective i 
— yet not of mundane character ; for 
it was^ the living light, reflected from the 
beams of lively faith ^ when instantly her 
hands sprung to each other in energetic 
grasp, and firmly she articulated — 

'^No, not in this transitory world is 
kappiness for me— but I will secure it in 
abetter^ andtbe livibg light shall guide 
me through my path of present misery, to 
find my steady way to where no cruel sting 
shall wound the heai^t of innocence. V 
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CHAPTEE XVIII. 

The path which the principles of Rosa* 
bella presented to her was one ot bit- 
terness and wdy in which eirery barbed 
arrow that could wound the heart of ten* 
der unalienable attachment were hovering 
to assail her; but rectitude commanded 
her to enter it, and gratitude gifted her 
with courage to obey ; and this with the 
promptitude of desperation, since nothing 
but promptitude could ^ect her purpose : 
and in the heroic resolution of her princi* 
pies, to consign herself at once to tempcNal 
misery, she emerged from- her closet to 
proceed, when to her infinite annoyance 
she found Betty in the chamber anxiously 
waiting for her, who, the moment she ap^- 
peared, exdaimed*-^ 

^* Oh Miss Rosa dear ! and for the blesil« 
ed Saint Patrick's sake, will you be telling 
me, why or wherefore you and I are to 
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be packed off to Ireland. Mrs. Eknnot 
came to me from my lady, just as they 
were setting out to Richmond, to order 
me to prepare your baggage and my own, 
for setting out for Myrtle's Town to-mor*- 
row morning, where your afiairs recalled 
you instantly ; that I was to attend you, 
and a friend of ould Vinegar's to protect 
us over ; and she put this l^ank-note into 
my hand, to pay for bringing me to Myr* 
tie's Town ; and bid me deliver this letter 
from my lady to you, who felt too much 
at your unexpected departure to be able 
to take leave of you." 

** Betty," said Rosa, endeavouring, but 
ineffectually, at a steady voice ; '* Betty, 
you have already heard from Mrs. Dermot 
all that is necessary for you to know^ rela- 
tive to this my very unexpected ' return 
to Ireland ; you therefore now will have 
the kindness to do for me what Lady Der- 
ville had the goodness to desire, and pack 
my clothes; whilst I go out for a short 
time to make a few farewell calls.*' 

** It is true, jewel," replied Betty, ** I 
tiid hear from Mrs* Dermot all that was 
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necessary to tell me j for in that face of a 
dead corpse you have got, instead of your 
own, I can read more than is pleasant for 
me. Oh I from such ministers may Hea- 
ven deliver us I since who but can know it 
is all the handy-work of old grim Worrvm^ 
wood, through poor spite, because you 
were not bewitched into manying him, 
the scarecrow! So this was the exploit 
of that two hours' cabal last night ; and 
the father of lies contrived to send you 
off, jewel, in disgrace- Faith, and tis 
often myself wonders, how his kingdom 
below gets on, whilst he has stepped up 
from his throne to favour us with his 
precious company : -^ but sorrow morsel 
need heUhink, or my dear Lady either, 
that I v^R ' suffer you to go. Miss, nor 
myself venture, with a protector of his 
providing, without taking cognizance of 
his two feet Ayj faith, fut by fut I'll 
examine the gentleman, before we'll step 
out with him. 

^ And Judy Kilmanus might well say it 
was a mysterious, and a very suspicious 
thing to boot, \?hen WcyrrumyfooA wa«i 
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siqk, acid that ithe idoQtor ordered a \^ 
bath for him, and she kindly offered to 
assist hini, thinking it woUld be too weak 
heM be, to stoop himself, and not ^.mbisel 
/would he accept her kindness.-^But sqre^ 
dear, it is not alone you'd be i waking 
out?" . 

*^ No,'' faltered Rosa, " I shall get into 
a hackney coach." 

** There now,*^ exclaimed Betty,, *f i« 
another strange thing ; you were not aL 
lowed to see Mrs. O'Dowd, and that other 
fine young gentteman, when they called 
this morning, or you could have gone your 
visits with them.*' 

Rosa now asked a- few questions, which 
drew from the communicative . Betty the 
cause of Mrs. O'Dowd's early visit j and 
although the poor insulated Rosabella 
found from this intelligence, that iii the 
British metropolis she had no longer, any 
old friend left to comfort her, yet, as the 
misery that overwhelmed her was of too 
delicate a nature to permit her seeking ad- 
visers, although she must have abettors, she 
felt it almost as a relief that the O'Dowds 
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were ceUed xwny^ lest they in%lit have 
crossed her path in her anxious under- 
taking, infinitely to embarrass her. 

^ Rosa, now equipped for her meditated 
expedition, descended to the drawing 
room, to peruse the letter of Lady Der- 
ville, which she found short and cold, 
enclosing the portrait of Lord Montalbert, 
and a bank note to defray the expense of 
her journey to Mrs. Kilbride, with in- 
formation, ^^ that Lord Montaibert, when 
he called in Sloane Street to pay his 
devoirs to her, should be informed of 
the place of her destination, that no time 
might be lost in the completion of her 
triumph." 

The unmerited cruelty of this brief 
address, although it wrung the feeling 
heart of the affectionate Rosa, yet, as 
it also inflicted new wounds upon her 
pride of rectitude, it seemed gifted with 
the useful power of increasing her for- 
titude. 

This heart*chilling termination to all 
further communication between the mis- 
guided bene&ctress and her jproUgee^ 
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written in the cflfervescence of Lady Dtx^ 
ville's wounded feelings, in full conviction 
of the enormous turpitude of a monster 
of art and ingratitude, the agitated Rosa 
carefully deposited in her writing*^esk ; 
9akd then, widi tr^nbling heart and frame, 
walked to the nearest stand of coaches, 
got into one,* and ordered it to stop in 
one of the nearest avenues to .Mansfield 
Street. 

The cmiflict in Rosabella's mind, during 
the interval ^of inaction in this ride from 
Knightsbridge to her place of destinatioii, 
defies our power to delineate ; but perhaps 
the lively imagination of our readers maiy 
form some idea of what she endured, when 
they leam the nature of the sacrifice her 
mind was now intent on. 

With a frame convulsed by agitation, 
a heart chilled by griei^ and fluttering 
in apprehension of how her wild project-r 
for she felt it was wild, but her cruel 
destiny allowed her no alternative— * might 
succeed^ she quitted her hackney vehicle 
at the appointed place, and then proceed** 
ed on foot to Lord Flowerdew's; and 
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when ;th6 fearful signal was given, thset 
chained her to this door, a candidate 
for admission, the bounding of her heart 
might be distinctly heard* 

The door was opened, and to the almost 
inarticulate demand of the trembling Rosa^ 
•^if Lady Flowerdew was at home ?'*. the 
porter replied in the negative. To meet 
with Lady Flowerdew at home^ had been 
Rosabella^s only hope of succour in hel* 
difficulties: this now was wrested front 
her, and with such a bitter pang of dis« 
appointment the negative struck to her 
heart, that in defiance of every exertion, 
she burst into tears, and was compelled 
to request a glass of water from the porter, 
jdeading a sudden indisposition as the 
cause ; when the man civilly ushered her 
into a parlour, and hastened for the water; 
but ere he could return with it, a message 
came from Lady riowerdew— who was rai- 
pidly apprised by her own footman, that 
Miss Frederick was taken ill at the door— 
to request her to hasten, if possible, to her 
dressing room* 

With a difficulty, whicK her powerful 
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exertions could scarcely accomplish, the 
dreadfully agitated Rosabella obeyed the 
summons of Lady Flowerdew, who, sub- 
dued by the fatigue of the preceding day, 
after dispatching the Miss Lorrains and 
her children to Wimbledon, had issued 
orders for so one to be admitted. 

The moment Lady Howerdew's eyes 
rested on the face of our poor heroine, 
she there beheld the legible record of 
sorrow's desolation ; beheld the mournful, 
glance, and green and yellow aspect of 
blighted happiness-, and instantly she 
started from the sofa she was reclining 
on, and flying to her, caught her by both 
Jiands, and kindly drawing her towards 
the sofa, eagerly demanded, in the tone of 
affectionate interest, " what was her aiU 
ment ?'' \ 

*' Oh! madam," Rosa replied, as she 
melted into tears, " your penetrating eye 
can readily perceive that mine is mental, 
not bodily ailment \ but on yonder table I 
perceive some water, permit me to drink a 
little, to overcome this impeding emo* 
tion/* 
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Lady Flowerdew herself most kindly ad- 
ministered some restoratives ; but that she 
derived most effectual benefit from was 
her own mental exertion ; since $he foand 
Agony in the incertitjxle of whether her 
ladyship could or would yield her aid, too 
oppressive for endurance ; and conse* 
quently she sununooed every Acuity of 
firmness to lead to its q>eedy termimu 
tion. 

^*Ohl madam,*' she at length falter* 
kigly said, with catching respiration, and 
every indicative of powerful agitation} 
^* forgive the liberty, which the opinion I 
hare formed of your character has led me 
to the presumption of taking with you( 
even to implore your aid, without the 
power of confiding to you the dire canse 
of my finding such a supplication neces- 
sary. 

** Lady Flowerdew, in my almost in* 
fancy, Lady Derville found me an insulated 
orphan, whose melancholy helplessness led 
her to take me to her sheltering bosom^ 
which from that hour has proved to me 
the easy pillow of maternal tenderness j but 



fmm it I How must fly, and fly in aecrecy* 
-^Ofa! Lafdy Flawerdew» a painful cirf 
cumfttanoe has occurred to make the desi> 
pecattoQ necessary, for the happiness of 
my^ bene&ctress aqd her family» that I 
sh^d disappear for^ ever firom their po^st 
(e trace, as well as from their viefw* 

" The cause^ tbe &tal, the unibreseen 
cause 0f this necessity, is of that deUcate 
nature, that no murmur of it cab evet 
escape my l^s >^yet it compels me to flj; 
mid with almost iastantaneous prompti* 
tilde, into impenetniUe shade j for T must. 
Lady Flowerdew, «*^ I must smk like m 
stone precipttiU^d into tiie ocean^ ovasr 
which the unfathomable waters close, to 
shot out. every trace ;-~since only by this 
means can I secure the peace of my bene- 
jSietress and my own rectitude. ^ 

^^ Can you, will you, madam, beifriend 
an individual, compelled to the adoption 
of such suspicious disingenuousnessf Know 
^u. Lady Flower dew, where, on the sur- 
face <^the globe, you can send me, to an 
asylum where I can be secure from the 
evils of improper society, whilst I earn my 
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own subsistence; for earn it I must, — 
since the moment I depart I must re- 
linquish all that the benevolence of mj 
bene£u:tress had secured to me ; since any 
mode of pecuniary transaction must indu- 
bitably lead to a discovery of my refuge ; 
whither I must fly as the arrow through 
the air, leaving no trace behind. But 
what is more wounding to my tortured 
feelings, than even my dire estrangement 
from all who ever knew orJoved me, is 
the compulsion of leaving tbem in totid 
ignorance of the : fatal cause of my ap- 
parently ungrateful dereliction/* The tears 
of Rosa, drawn to an overflow by this 
torturing reflection, now stopped the power 
of further utterance ; when, to animate 
ber hope of succour from her ladyship^ 
she beheld «the tears of sympathy flow- 
ing down the cheeks of I-ady Flower- 
dew. 

Fortunately for the wish of the almost 
heart-broken Rosabella, the history told of 
ber illegitimate affinity to the Derville 
family, by Mrs. O'Dowd, was still in 
the memory of ber auditress, and con* 
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veyed at once conviction to her ' mind 
of the cause of this desperate resulutiony 
in her having imbibed an unfortunate 
reciprocity of attachment to Mn Monson, 
and that a justi-made discovery of their 
fittal consanguinity had driven her to 
adopt this measure of concealment, until 
in' hopeless absence both had found their 
cure : for that Charles was attached to 
Rosa, her ladyship had developed in the 
first^ hour she had seen them together ; 
and the circumstance of her fainting the 
preceding evening, as related to her by 
Maiy Lorrain, in so suspicious a moment, 
left not a doubt on her mind of the nature 
of the calamity that thus blighted the hap* 
piness of poor Rosabella. . 

An affair of that ddicate nature, her 
ladyship thus under natural error conceived 
it to be, could not indeed^ she thought, be 
discussed ; since to . a mind so refinedly 
susceptible, as she saw this unfortunate 
young woman's unaffectedly was, even the 
slightest intimation that such a horror was 
suspected, she felt full persuasion would 
prove a - shock, too powerful to be sus- 
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tained; and in the confused Wew she 
thus had power to take of the dreadful 
business, she thought the resolution of 
Rosabella to fly, as she meditated— al» 
though a most heart^reodiBg sacrifice to 
duty-^yet the wisest and.aiost effectual 
fixe could adopt; and after a moment's 
serious reflection upon the subject, she 
kindly replied, with evident symptoms 
of the strong interest our heroine had 
awakened in her sympathizing bosonw 

^^ My dear Miss Frederick, I will rest 
implicitly upon your word, for the nef- 
cessity of the desperate measure you wish 
to pursue; and williout presuming to 
wound your feelings by a question, en* 
deavour to aid you in your laudsd>le pur* 
pose: — but Lord Flowerdew must be ad- 
mitted into <Hir confidence* I never act 
in any matter of importance without hia 
counsel ; and for your sake, my dear un* 
fortunate, it will be the safest way to fae^ 
cure hia advice and aid/* 

^ Oh ! madam,'' req>onded the si»tow« 
ing Rosa, ^^ I cannot confide even in you, 
the cause of my desperate resolution ; and 



" 
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Lord flowerdew will not rest implicitly 
upon my assurance of the propriety of so 
apparently romantic and su^icious a mea- 



sure." 



u 



Fear not. I think my representation 
wiU lead my lord to a conviction of the 
necessity of your flight; but ere I go 
to him, theve is one question I fain irauld 
9sk you ; since I can perceive no interdic- 
tion to my doing so. Is Lady Derville 
acquainted with the cause, that has ope- 
rated upon your forming your present re- 
sohition ?" 

'' She is the only person in full pos- 
jieasion of every particular relative to it, 
madam 4 and from her I this morning re- 
ceived the fatal intelligence that has sign^ 
ed my fate." 

** Then why, my dear Miss Frederick, 
need you any other confidant? Would 
not she, who knows every circumstance of 
the case, prove the most competent ad' 
viser, the most able agent ?'' 

^* Alas ! no, madam,** said Rosa, burst- 
ing into an agony of tears \ ** Lady Der- 
ville believes me culpable ;^-she believes I 
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was not ignorant of — of circumstances : — 
but. Heaven knows. Lady flowerdew, I 
waa as unconscious of them, as your own 
innocent babes : — ^but — but she, alas ! has 
been led to believe, I voluntarily sent the 
shaft to her heart ; and therefore my pro- 
jectof impenetrable disappearance is form- 
ed as much to convey conviction to her 
bosom of my not being the ingrate she 
conceives me, as to annihilate the miseries 
my stay would cause : — and by my flight. 
Lady Derville, madam, will better know, 
than any person in existence, save myself, 
how to appreciate the sacrifice I make." 

" Heroic young woman P' exclaimed 
her ladyship, pressing her with venerating 
admiration and pitying kindness to her 
bosom ; " I will question you no more ; 
but will exert myself to aid you in the 
purposes of your virtuous principles. No 
one shall here break in upon you during 
my conference with my lord, who is for- 
tunately at home." 

Lady Flowerdew now departed to con- 
sult her able adviser ; and our poor he* 
roine, during the interval of her absence. 
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hy fervent supplications to the Dispenser 
of all benefits, for firmness to bear all that 
-was His Divine will she should suffer, so 
effectually calmed the anguish of her agi- 
tation, that when her ladyship returned^ 
accompanied by her lord, the sublime 
aspect of Heaven-inspired resignation Ro- 
sabella wore penetrated to the hearts of 
both, and added to that powerful feeling 
of intierest, her voluntarily^planned sacri-. 
fice of herself in the cause of duty had 
forcibly awakened. 

Lord Flowerdew, from having been 
many years of his life a pleader, as well as 
judge at .sessions, had brought before him 
so much depravity, ingratitude, and cal- 
lousness of heart in human nature, that 
where he found the reverse it awakened 
so much enthusiasm of admiration, that he 
ever felt. almost willing to fall down and wor- 
ship the possessor ; and Lady Flowerdew's 
representations^ of Rosabella's meditated sa- 
crifice, given as it was in feeble colouring, 
compared to what its true source would 
have called for, through her ladyship's 
erroneous belief of the operating cause, 
VOL. ir. p 
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won his esteem and interest so competely 
for the poor victim to duty, that he enter- 
ed his wife's dressing-room as very a 
Quixote as any distressed damsel in ro- 
mance couM wish to aid her ; and as eager 
to promote her effectual concealment from 
h«r fatally related lover, until their mutu- 
ally unfortunate attachment ha(d been sub- 
dued by absence and tbeif sense of duty, 
as a heart firm in benevolence and rec- 
titude could make him. 

Convinced of the imperative nature of 
the mandate for Rosabella's^ instantaneous 
flight, yet respecting the delicacy of her 
torturing atuation, Lord and Lady Flow- 
erdew now arranged for her secret and 
prompt departure to a secure asylum, with- 
out paining her by any questions they 
feared might further wound her too evi- 
dently anguished heart j whilst with the 
most lively gratitude our poor sdf-devoted 
victim to her principles, had the conso- 
lation to find her zealous and sympathialng 
friends knew of a retreat, whither they 
had power instantly to send her j nor did 
^e for one moment shrink from her anx- 
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um» wyti to fly^ to; its vefuge^ by the caxulid 

• 

avowaL of: h^tr kiad friends, that it would 
not be t0 a^ We of com^rt she would con* 
sign hertelf }; «i!icci the lady, for whom thejr 
were at that velry moment employed ta 
tfifli: 0ttt a suitable eprnpanion, was on& 
of the most gloomy bigotsr the CalJioUo 
per^uasioii^ had evev known ; aod her maivr 
sion, encompassed by a moat, si^luded 
from the dieeiing; intercourse of any spe^ 
eies of society. 

The seclusion of the mansion coj»prised 
all thli^ duty icffl the heart of Rosa to 
desire; whilst the gloom of bigotry po8« 
sassed small terrors for one sq well verged 
in all tbe love of forbearance, and in all the 
firm but mild orthodoxy of the Christian 
fattb, as taught to her by the Bishop of 
* ■>' ■ ; and no unfavourable representation^ 
could deter her from thai^fuUy accepting 
the post of ^companion, to the recluse o^ 
the moiat, with' an adequate salary, and all 
expenses of h^r journey iato Yorkshire 
defrayed fcM? hen 

. But how to arrange for this long jour^. 
v»y with secfieey^ apeed^ and safety, seeiBi- 

• p 2 
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ed for some time to puzzle one even learn- 
ed in the laws;— but soon tbe apprehen- 
sion of insecurity was i*emoved, by recol- 
lection of a tenant of his lordship's, then 
in town, an old farmer, who was to set out 
that very night in the mail for York, and 
to whom Lord Flowerdew knew he could 
not only confide the care of Rosa, but 
easily prevail upon to save his travelling 
expenses, by taking a place in the chaise, 
and a part in tbe meals provided for the 
poor fiigitive. 

The other matters, although difficult 
they appeared at first to arrange. Lady 
Flowerdew at length succeeded in plan- 
hiiigi and the sorrowing Rosa, apprehen^ 
sive a long prottacted absence from Slos^e 
Street might awaken suspicion of who 
were the agents in her effectual disap- 
pearance, at last took her mournful leave 
of Lord and Lady Flowerdew, with a heart, 
however drilled by misery, warm with ani- 
mated gratitude to them, not only for 
the secure asylum they had provided for 
her, but for much wise counsel for con- 
duct, ia her new and trying transition 
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from nominal to perceptible dependence. 
The die was now cast, and the poor 
dependent insulated Rosabella had pledg- 
ed herself to fly from afBuence, exalted 
rank, and concomitant distinction ; and 
above all» from the man of her tender, 
unalienable affections, as a voluntary sacri. 
fice to gratitude and iri^ndship : but now, 
as the decree of hef rectitude had become, 
irrevocable,, the. torture of tearing herself 
from Lord Montalbert«^of inflicting wounds 
upon his generous and fervently attached 
liearti by her mysterious, . and to him atro- 
ciously ungrateful dereliction — became 
more agonizing ; and yet, whilst ber pangs- 
of anguished suffering became still more 
excruciating each passing moment, she 
shrunk not from the painful task, which 
arbitrary duty assigned for her perform- 
ance. 
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XIX. 



On the Tetiira of oor heroine 'to Slosi^ 
Street, Che desolation <if the maBsiiQn struck 

ft 

with the -dbill <tf grief to her sorrowing 
heart : for its desokition had been eaiised 
by mieappreben^ion of her principles; md 
the benefoctresii, who bad tenderly and 
benignly reared her, had flown from her 
as the envenomed niper that had stisng 
the unsuspecting bosom wbich nurtuured 
It. The sttsceptibiAitiea of Eosa were ao 
overpowered by the shafts thus wounding 
tbem, she was compelled to hasten to her 
little' sanctuary, to implore from the m&acy 
^f Heayen the preservation of her Aiaat- 
ness. 

From the communicative Betty, Rosa 
learned, that immediately after she had 
set out, Lord Derville arrived from Bryan- 
stone Square, where all was consternation, 
as the two heiresses missed the preceding 
evening, it was now ascertained, had eloped 
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to Gretna Green with two jienayless 
speculators: that his lordship/ in con- 
sequence o{ a note left for him %y bh 
grandmother, had immedHitely ordered, a 
chaise und followed her to Richmond : and 
that he was sscar^^y gone^ when Mr, Mon* 
son called^ m an apparent g'reat ihittef 
of agitation, in^piii^ed first &>r her^ then 
for his brother, ^andt evidently l»u<^ cha»* 
grined that neither was ^t homiey departed* 

R0S8L felt Abmi and distress at the 4is<- 
appointment of poor Oharles, at finding 
neither his brother nor her, since she 
doubted not some dii^efel emei^ency had 
led him to iseek ihem; whilst for herself 
she believed it a matter of coi^ratulatioa 
to have escaped hkn, since the present 
rtaite of her mind eoidd ill sustain any 
additkm to the conAict it endured. 

The wardrobe of Rosabella was not elf* 
that extent to make the task of -com- 
pressing it for travelling a tedious piiocess: 
The moment her baggage was mirtted 
«id conded, &he ordered it to be pkoed in 
tfa® hall itk iteadineas for removal ; add atf 
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Betty had now her packages to make 
up, which Rosa could not exonerate her 
frdm the trouble of without betraying her 
own project, our sorrowing heroine was 
left to that solitude necessary for her en- 
deavour to make her epistolary adieu to 
her beloved and revered benefactress. 

And this poor Rosa found no easy task ; 
for were she to allow her wounded feelings 
influence over her pen, she feared they 
might assume the appearance of resent* 
ment; and, even write what she might, 
nothing could be able to convey, she felt 
assured, in the moment of misapiprehen* 
sion of her;, any conviction of the sincerity 
of her heart. Thus with many a bitter tear 
and pang, she with trembling grief-chilled 
hand wrote her farewell ; a composition 
by no means satisfactory to her wishes; 
for her sensibilities under the constraint 
of prudence, the simple pathos, that would 
have rendered it an affecting address, was 
fettered ; but in the present distraction of 
her mind, believing herself about to erase 
happiness from her heart's tablet for ev^r. 
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she could form no hope of any other at* 
tempt proving more successful than the 
following formal address — 

** Right Hon. Countess Derville." 

** Madam, 
^* Whilst the present impressions you 
have been led to imbibe of me influence 
your mind, any attempt of mine would 
prove a useless measure to convince you, 
even in a last farewell, that every pulse in 
my now painfully agitated heart throbs 
with pure, lively, and unvanquishable gra* 
titude to you, for the incalculable debt 
of benefits I owe to your benevolence. 
To 'time' therefore I leave the power of 
presenting conviction to your ladyship's 
mind, that the maternal tenderness you 
made me happy by, for nearly sixteen 
years, was not lost, like the refreshing 
dews of Heaven that drop upon a desert 
6and. 

. *' Equally useless, m^dam, would prove 
any further effort upon my part, to con- 
vince you of my innocence ; since already, 
before Heaven and you, I made solemn 

v5 



protestation of it; but, .altfioti^ your 
]ady9bip did)elieved oie^-*-* a bird of tbe 
air shall carry the voice, acid that which 
has wings shall tell the matter/ with better 
success than I have done::— *all now there- 
fore that remains for me to attempt, in my 
vindication from the direful charges of 
Mr. Sterabam, is, to present you, madam, 
with an irrefragable proof, that wiaiist Mr. 
S^emont won my affisctions^ Lord Mont- 
albert was not the abject of my ingrati* 
tude's pursuit. For that proof I jmesent 
my secret flight into the impenetcable 
shade of otocnrsty ; whither "—m every 
clew has been destcoyed^f^nd pursuit. can 
ever trace me y aad thua^ madam, I leave 
the field open, without my cemiteiacting 
perfidioue arts« to all your wishes,' relative 
to the deservedly beloved object of your 
tenderest solicitude. . 

^* As my flight will be.efieetied without 
my attempting any intimation of it to.-*^ to 
Lord Montalfaei^ty upon' youi* ladyship 
must unavoidably devolve the disagreeable 
task of announcing it to Mr. Trench,*^ 
.who, on Thursday, madam, will call upon 



y<jtt for a vety^ very difiefent {wii'jH^fe j*-^ 
but, although I must implore the pitying 
kindness of your heart to t^U hitti gu^d*- 
edly of my mysteriouis^ disappearance-^ 
for I know it will shock and wound him,--^ 
yet) palliate not my transgression against 
Lord Montalbert by any attempt at my 
vindication ; fto as Z immolate finy^if 
as the sacrifice to the unfortunate decep-^ 
tKH! that has been practised, allow the 
sacrifice to be complete. In his lordship'i 
belief of my ingratitude to hirti>— of my 
dupHcity — of my every atrocity in the 
hateful lorm of iMonstancy^and pei^dioui 
cruelty, lies his hope ctf prompt and perfect 
«ure. 

<*^ t go to6, madam^, without a<Mre$»mg 
one line to Lady Meliora, ^r I know not 
of aiv excuse to offer for my -tayfetirious 
flight J since inventioti is not my fort— 
dtholigh the pupil of Mr. Sterjfihaift ;-^ 
and the true cause she must ever Remain 
uninformed of; foi' earnestly and solemhly 
I fconjufe your ladyship, nevei' to impart to 
her, that the man she loves Wooed another ) 
for alas! in the path of unconsciousness 



i 
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we both have strayed to the mutual me- 
nape of each other's happiness; I have 
learned how much she is attached : — but let 
that fatal menace fall in certainty only 
upon mine j let my beloved Meliora never 
Jcnow, that in her hapless friend she had 
an unconscious rival ; and let every mea- 
sure be adopted that delicacy towards her 
can sanction, to promote this union ; for 
as my happiness has been my own volun- 
tary sacrifice— O let not the heart-rending 
immolation prove a vain one, since the 
only consolation I can hope for, as a balm 
for my own sirfferings, will be through the 
intimation conveyed to me by some cha- 
ritable newspaper, of my beloved Meliora 
being at length united to a man I know 
deserving of her goodness; and Lord Mont- 
albert to the woman, who of all others 
will soonest restore him to that happiness, 
which my delinquency towards him must, 
alas ! for a time so cruelly destroy. 

** Believe me, my benefactress 1 my long, 
long tenderly maternal friend ! that no 
inspiration of resentment actuates my re- 
storation of that deed of your benevolence, 



io recently — so benignly executed in my 
favour. — No, madam, it has been solely 
caused by the impossibility of my ever 
receiving the benefit your goodness in^^ 
tended I should derive from it, without 
presenting a clew to that asylum it has 
become my torturing duty ever to conceal 
from you* 

** As the measure I have resolved upon 
adopting will have been effected, madam, 
many hours ere this farewell can reach 
your hands, perhaps, when your eyes rest 
on this line, your belief of my veracity 
may have found some softening influence } 
and, under the impression of that cheering 
hope, I venture to assure you, that Betty 
Roach has in no one action of her life 
relative to me forfeited her claim to your 
ladyship's favour, 

^^ Knowing the heart of my benefactress 
more completely than she, alas i does that 
of her long happily cherished protegee^ 
I am led to the presumption of adding, 
that which I feel will prove welcome in- 
telligence to you. The refuge I am flying 
to is safe, honourable, unexceptionable 
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in every point in whicfa pr<^iety is vul«> 
nerable. 

^' Mj DOW ftDguisfaed beart) ittadam^ 
bids you that farewell, ^idiicb almost sixteen 
years of unremitting tender care inspire ; 
and although diis is, alas! a final adieu^ 
its aspirations for blessings to shower down 
on the head of my benefactress, and the 
dear companions of my life of happiness, 
can never, never cease. 

*^ Adieu ! ~- That Heaven's protection 
may ever encompass those I am leaving, 
shall daily form the first and last prayer 
of 

^* RoSA8£LCA/' 

The formation of this epistle^ where her 
leelings were so painfully restrained by 
the dictates of her reason^ proved a severe 
conflict to our poor heroine ; and sent her, 
when it was at length completed, to in^ 
v<^e a new supply of fineness through the 
interposition of her piety. 

At length the ^nner of poof Rosa wad 
announced ; and although appetite with 
anguished grief like hers was incofvipa- 
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iMtf she attended the sad summons to her 
solitary repast^ in the forlorn hope of per* 
fooiiii^ the necessary achievement of tak- 
ing even the most trifling portion of n<m- 
riahment;^ to aid in supporting her through 
her approadittQg long and fatiguii]^ jour* 
ney. — But this solitary meal of the lonely 
condemned culprit was served in the &* 
mily dining room— where now were aU 
that family ?-- why idispersed ?— were tor- 
tsuiag questions, .that wrung her v^ 
aoui* 

In that room too Charles bad taken 
his last affecting leaiv^e of her ; eiiie sbo^d 
now never hear the source of bis entangle** 
ment;— should never leant if.hib i^xtci^ 
cation from mm waa effected j-^^Hsbe shoukl 
never — no never behold him or any of 
the dear friends and protectors of ber 
early ' insulatiosi ! mbre ; and as .this sad, 
fiad certainty struck to hier; heart's ^ore^ 
dse. burnt into tears,, and precipitately aros^ 
from table and fled to the drawing .room^ 
followed as rapidly as his race-impeding 
years would admit of by the VeneraUie 
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sympathizing ConoUy, bearing in bis hahdi 
a decanter with wine and a glass. 

** My dear Miss Rosa/' said the good 
old man, tears trembhng in his age-dimmed 
eyes — ^^ my dear Miss Rosa, oblige an old 
but humble friend by drinking even one 
half glass of wine, to support you through 
this long and most unexpected journey^ 
to Ireland." 

Rosa gratefully took the offered glass in 
hier hand, and with quivering lip endea* 
voured to articulate her wish for health 
and happiness to yield their cheering rays 
to bis winter of life ;. but in the anguish of 
her feelings utterance was destroyed, yet 
her look was so eloquently kind, it wrung 
the old man's heart, and drew the hovering 
tears in trickling streams down his furrow* 
ed cheeks. 

" Ah ! Miss Rosa,'* be faltered out, 
^* mine is not the presumption to be ask* 
ing improper questions } but thoughts can- 
not offend-^and mine tell me this sad busi- 
ness is all the work of one, who ought 
to tremble at disparaging the sacred coat 
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upon his back. Blessed indeed are the 
peace-makers :-^not the servers of strife.--* 
But, Miss Rosa dear, allow him not to 
murder you with grief; and, drink—pray 
drink this .drop of wine, — ^let that cheer 
your spirits, and then return to your 
dinner; or will I bring you a morsel 
here ?*• 

Rosabella gulped down her wine and 
her sobs together, and was just suffidently 
renovated by the cordial influence of 
ConoUy's prescription lowly to articulate, 
'^ that if he kindly brought her one morsel 
she would endeavour to eat it ; but in the 
dining-room the absence of the family sub. 
dued her." ' 

Con oily 's benevolent anxiety for her to 
take some nourishment was so evident^ 
that the grateful Rosabella compelled her^ 
self to swallow a few mouthfuls ; and then^ 
as he was about to remove her plate, ^he 
presented him with her packet for Lady 
Derville, 

^* To your discretion, my good and kind 
friend," she falteringly said, ** I confide it 



£ac ddiveri*^ it <saffsky to h» ladyshlpi 
ea her return froin Richmond icMBorrow ^ 
^*— but not iin the pjsesenoe of Lady Me* 
Koni." 

The good ^old juaui took 'tlte packet Witfa^ 
a tisemfading hacd^ Mticidated his protniw 
of faithful delivery* with an unsteady voice^ 
and hurried from the room, to coireeal ^ 
dsing trar of gnsf^ for tbat disgrace which 
the misrepBeaenkaftiona of Mr. Steraham 
had evidently brought this favourite of all 
this household into with his misguided 
lady« 

Shortly after the dtipartiire tif CoooUy^ 
Betty entered, to inquire i£ fmr heroine 
had any commissions to execute in town^ 
whidi she t!duld do lor her» m she was 
going to make some pnrchaaes for hersdf, 
and some compliments for her particular 
friends at Bavenswood. 

^ And indeed, for that matter^ Miss,** 
she added, ^ all the serrants, barring 
Conolly and the cook, who wouLi acather 
be looking into the toss-pahs tlixn at any 
fine sight, are jnst stepping into Hyde 
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B«k :to iook about las^'-^and, xihi Mim 
fioffl/bnt It will be a long time before 7»a 
and I can espect to Me sudi elegetnt sigfats 
even at Rayenswoad, let alone Mjrrtte^i 
Town^ fbr in the last places and nunia 
"gtiefP (to U8 ! we shall have witfaflig iA 
cfajoer tus btit a iproiqiact of being dromt&Ml^ 
-or crossed in love ; and in lite ferOBari inri; 
the expectation of Ending otttselves .mojv 
dered by the rebds in the .ni^t, when me 
awake every mocBHig* B^ Hiss fiosi 
^isar, ConoUy irill. bn&g »p jonr ttaa as 
fiCKm as you i^fease to xkig. for it $ Mid 
the rest x>f us mJi ibe home in psoper 
time/* 

This intelligemse of so unexpedsed a 
migration of almost the entire household^ 
was a great relief to Hosa, who had 
tre«Ued in .ppi^enaion of being de- 
tected hy some one of the domestics in 
the moment of her escape ; and now» hear* 
itig of such a reduction in possible xib-^ 
servers, cheered her with the hope of aa 
undiscovered flight. 

That iiope was sniuied : — but not until 
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an interval had pissed in inactive solitude, 
menacing an overtlirow to the painfully 
reared structure of poor Rosa^s fortitude ; 
for as in that interval thought was her 
only comp^ion, all that could torture 
lier fliusceptiiiility passed in sad review 
before hdr ; all ^e was torn by duty from 
acquired . more priecicwis value in the tenr 
demess of her regrets, in this her cruelly 
impelled < dereliction ; and all that lay 
before her, more terrors, in the appalling 
uncertainty, her future lonely path was 
aombred by. But although her heart was 
writhing in sorrow's bitterest anguish, it 
shrunk not from the heroism it had 
prompted ; and although her eyes were 
bathed in tears of tortured love's most 
poignant misery, they watched unfalter- 
ingly for the signal that was at once to 
blight her every brilliant hope of temporal 
happiness, and send the barbed shaft from 
her duty*impelled hand, througb the ge<- 
fiieroua inestimable heart of him she 
loved. 
At, length the dread signal was given 
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by Lord Flowerdew's own vakt, as de- 
termined in the morning, to announce 
a chaise in waiting at the end of the 
street; and although the signal struck 
on her heart like the knell of death to 
the ear of the criminal leading out to 
execution, Rosa, the trembling in frame 
— ^but firm in purpose*-Rosa, hesitated not 
one moment to attend its call. 

In the midst of hei- own terrible mental 
sufferings, amounting as they did to ago^- 
nies, our poor wretched heroine thought 
of the alarm her mysterious disappearance 
must create amongst the domestics, some 
of whom had known and loved her from 
her childhood ; and to prevent the cre- 
ation of such uneasiness, she wrote a 
few lines, importing, " that to avoid 
being accompanied by any friend of Mr. 
Sternham's on her journey, and as a 
prevention for Betty's unnecessary return 
to Ireland, she had availed herself of an 
opportunity of obtaining safe convoy to 
her place of destination, whilst to avoid 
any interference to dissuade her from thus 



going, she bad ado{)ted a secret depart 
ture." 

The signal given» RcMsa laid this note 
on the tea-table, nrhere ConoUy luist 
be sure to find it; then with light fpott-^ 
faUs, although her heart bora a heavy 
burden of despairing sorrow, Rosabella^ 
descended to the hall,, when cautiously 
opening the , street door, she adimtted 
tlie trusty agent of Lord Fiowerdew, who, 
wth the ostler, who attended with the. 
back chaise; riq>idly carried off her bs^-' 
g^ie ; the trembling fugitive, almost faint- 
ing with anguished c^^itetion, following 
with paralyzed limbs, almost unequal to 
the task of bearing ber along, after she 
had cautiously effected a gentle close of 
the street door. 

The old and respectable tenant of 
Lord Fiowerdew was already in the chaise 
in which the heart-wrung fugitive iia- 
diat^ly sought shelter; and the raoment 
her Baggage was adjusted, and she had 
^Sered a pecuniaj*y reward to her faiths 
ful agent, which was re&pect&iUy but 
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firmly declined, the carriage moved ra- 
pidly on its way ; and Rosa, the insu- 
lated Rosa, set out upon her self-inflicted 
exile. 






END OF THE FOURTH VOLUME. 



Frinted by S, Hamilton, Weybridge, Surrey. 



'» 
* 



*• 
V 



r ■ ■■ ^ 





